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INTRODUCTION
As I reflect on the comments of the many people that I have had the pleasure of coming in contact with, who traveled

from all over the country to come to Jackson County in order to research their past heritage, the one c o m m e n t I have heard
most often is, “Why in the world did my family ever leave this paradise?” Why indeed!

Jackson County has been called “Little Switzerland”, due to the many mountains. You see a mountain in every direction you
look, whether a small hill or one of the larger mountains such as Cumberland or Sand Mountain. Then, as you are driving
down Sand Mountain into the valley overlooking the Tennessee River, you are totally in awe of the splendor and magnificence
of the view before you. On pure beauty, no other place in Alabama compares. The many coves hidden before the mountains are
laden with trees and streams and filled with peaceful serenity. There are hundreds of caves, a spelunkers delight, which were
used by Native Americans for several generations. The rivers and creeks are teeming with fish, while the deer and turkey are
abundant in the woods, surely a sportsman’s paradise. The towns a r e small, mostly quiet, whose people are neighborly and wil l
still wave as you drive down the street. Most people who had to move north years before to find work, re tu rn “home” after they
retire.And the native folks that complete their life’s work here, choose to stay here rather than move elsewhere.

The heritage of the people of Jackson County is one worthy of writing. Most of our ancestors came to this area looking for land
to farm, a place to lay their roots,a place to call “home”. We, the members of the Jackson County Heritage Committee, are hum‑
bled and honored to be a part of something sogreat and important. To be able to preserve the history of this great county and
her people is a task that is truly immense and enormous, and time and space prevent the telling of the complete story of this
county. However, the family histories and the community, church and organizations sent in by the people who hada story to
tell, whether 100% accurate or tales told as facts down though the years, we appreciate them all. We could not or would not
have a book without your input. We sincerely thank everyone who took the time and effort to record and send in their stories.

We would like to thank Anita Bynum and Carmen Wann of the Daily Sentinel, Larry Glass of the North Jackson Progress
and David Brewer of the Huntsville Times for their publicity which helped tremendously in getting the word out about our
project. Thanks also to Irene and Leroy Gist for the use of many photographs for several articles located within these covers.
Thanks to Stanley Jones, whose ideas and enthusiasm sustained us, to Carlus and Wendell Page, Ann Chambless, and Chris‑
tine Paradise Sumner, who are the true historians of Jackson County. Thanks also to John Kennamer, Jerry Gist and Eliza
Woodall, whose previous histories of Jackson County, Scottsboro and Stevenson respectively, were tremendously helpful. To
the Scottsboro/Jackson County Chamber of Commerce, Rick Roden, Judi Weaver, and Margaret Daye, thank you for the use of
the building for our meetings and putting up with us . To David Bice and Don Mi l ls , we thank you for coming to Jackson Coun‑
ty to help us get this project going and also for believing that our small committee could indeed “do a book”.

I personally would like to thank Mary “Sis” Wallingsford, for the tremendous amount of time she p u t in on the phone, mail‑
ing letters, keepingup with the book sales and in helping somany people write their stories. Thanks to Gary and Joyce Ham‑
m o n s , whose tireless efforts in proof-reading and organizing the articles and in the wri t ing much of the community and topical
histories, without whom the book would not exist. Thank you also to Ralph and Jan Mackey, who w r o t e about and for so many,
and who helped sell this book, and Bi l l Williamson, whose efforts were sovery instrumental in coveringthe communities and
families on Sand Mountain. Thanks to the rest of the committee, Walter Proctor, Addie Ruth Smart, Carlus Page, Joyce Ken‑
n a m e r , Archie Stewart, Mayor Glenda Hodges, Robert Dean and Brad Howland for their assistance and contributions.To my
wife, Margaret, and my family, I thank you for putting up with the late hours, the phone calls, the meetings and for giving
me the time and space I needed to contribute to this wonderful project. If I left ou t anyone, I sincerely apologize.

This book is the culmination of the efforts of somany, who share a common bond, and that is the love of Jackson County
and her people. We hope y o u enjoy i t .

Sincerely,
David Pierce, Chairman, Jackson County Heritage Book Committee.

The committee members wish to express our heart-felt thanks to our chairman, David Pierce . As chairman, he has gone
far beyond his duties. The past few months we have used his office as a mail r o o m , a drop off station for stories, a proofing
r o o m , phone headquarters, and just about anything else we needed. Not once, has he complained.

You have heard it said, “behind every good man, there is agood woman”,that is certainly true in David’s case. His wife
Margaret has given up much of her time with David in order for the group to get together and work on our book. We appre‑
ciate you, Margaret and your children as well, for sharing David with us. You all have helped make our project a success.

To Candy McCarver; you are a gem. I can think of no other receptionist who would have been so kind and generous
with your time. You have been so nice, helpful, and wonderful to all of us. David could not have chosena better person for
your job. Thanks for all your typing, listening to us and every effort you made toward our successful book, “The Heritage of
Jackson County”.

Mary Wallingsford

D ISCLAIMER
While attempting to publish an accurate and actual accoun t of the people and history of Jackson County, there m a y be

misplaced dates, misspelled names , and other similar errors. We apologize for a n y such problems and have done o u r best to
avoid them. The content of this book was based on material submitted and certain judgments by the committee. Should you
have any questions concerning the content of any family or topical story, please contact the author submitting the story,
who alone is responsible for i ts content. Family stories containing more than 500 words were either submitted by an author
having a pioneer ancestor in the county, or the author purchased the additional space.

The Jackson County Heritage Book Committee
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beauty on Battery Hill. Bridgeport was incorporated on February
18 , 1891 wi th Frank Kilpatrick elected as it’s first mayor. The
Great Panic of 1893-94 stopped the growth of Bridgeport and
many of the wealthy northern m e n left and the town had to look
elsewhere for new industrial growth.

Some o f the early families included the M c F a r l a n e , Loyd,
G u n t e r , Gaines, King, Hembree, G l o v e r , J o n e s , C loud , Pr ice ,
Scruggs, Wil l iams, Hughes, Johnson, Thomas, Woody, Al ley, and
Wi t t families. Many of the i r descendants a r e s t i l l l i v i n g in
Bridgeport.

Today, Bridgeport has jus t over 3,000 people. The industries
there inc lude Beaul ieu Nylons, Tennessee A l l oys , Jacob's
Manufacturing, North Jackson Apparel and U.S. Stove. By 1998,
U.S. Gypsum, which wi l l in i t ial ly employ about 180 wil l begin
producing sheetrock. The present m a y o r is Ray Janney, and the
city council includes Harold Dawson, Pete Foster, David Hughes,
Lewis Payne and Kenneth Storey. Submitted by: Jackson County
Heritage Book Committee
Sources: History o f Jackson County by Kennamer ; Jackson County
Advertiser articles by Madge Wi l l banks , 1973; The Daily Sentinel
Newcomer's Guide, July 27, 1997.

B r o w n t o w n
On Jackson Co, 16 from Bowman's Cross Roads to pas t the point

where it merges with Dekalb Co. 122 at the coun t y l ine, lies the
area known for almost a c e n t u r y as Browntown. While m a n y
fami l ies such a s the B e t h u n e s , B a t e s , B a x t e r s , B o w m a n s ,
M i t c h e l l s , E l l i o t t s , F r e e m a n s , G r i m m s , H a l l s , H a r c r o w s ,
Ragsdales, Kesslers, Strawns, Whiteds, Wi lsons, and others; have
played important roles in the settlement and development of this
farming community, the Browns and their descendants seem to
have comprised a significant portion of i t s populace throughout i ts

h is tory. Although i t
takes its name from
Rev. Jesse Jermany
Brown who settled
there about 1900, his
eldest son, James W.
( J i m ) B r o w n w a s
actual ly the fi r s t
Brown settler in the
area about 1896. At
a time when the area
w a s st i l l v i r tua l ly a
w i l de rness  fi l l ed
w i th lush v i rg in
forests on sl ight ly
ro l l ing hi l ls , James

moved up from Tinbrook and bought homestead rights for 160
acres in 1896. Four years later, his father Jermany brought the
remainder of the family and traded a horse to Jim for 60 acres
near the current intersection of Jackson Co. Roads 16and 162. All
of Jermany’s 10 children except for his eldest daughter Leathy,
would end up settling in the Browntown area. Although two of his
children eventually moved their families to Kansas and Georgia,
hundreds of his grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-great‑
grandchildren and their collateral families still live in the area
and within a 20 mile radius thereof.

Although Browntown has never really been a t o w n , but instead
a sprawling community branching o u t from a several mile stretch
of Hwy. 16, its central core has always been in the area of the
Pilgrim Firs t Congregational Methodist C h u r c h , built on land
donated by Rev. Jermany Brown. (See separate article on Pilgrim
Church ) . Within a stone’s throw of the church, general stores have
been operated by Jim Brown and El i Lafette B r o w n , ( t w o of
Jermany’s s o n s ) ; one of Eli’s sons-in-law, Grover Cleveland Wilson;
two of Jermany’s grandsons, Cecil Brown and Robert Brown and
the husband of one of his granddaughters, Gene Holland. Across
the road from Pilgrim Church stands the last eulogy to the former
economic center of Browntown, the n o w decaying structure which
unt i l less than a decade ago was operated as a general store and
some times barber shop by Claude Bethune. Originally built by
Grover Wi lson, later operated by Cecil B r o w n , and finally by
Claude Bethune, this store served as the local gathering place and
mercantile center for this area for almost one-half century.

At one t i m e , E l i and Rev. Oscar Williamson also ran a grist mil l
in the community, and in later years Rev. Williamson operated a
general storeand gristmill at the Southern edge of the c o m m u n i t y
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at Bowman’s Cross Roads. Rev. Williamson w a s also the pastor
and along w i t h some o f Jermany’s d e s c e n d a n t s , among the
pr imary people involved in the construction of the first church
where Pilgrim Church n o w stands. Rev. Williamson also taught
one of the firs t schools in the a r e a , the County L ine School.
Another of Jermany’s sons , Joseph Elbert Brown and his brother‑
i n - l aw C l i f f Campbel l operated a rock q u a r r y n e a r the
Jackson/Dekalb Co. Line just o f f Dekalb Co. 122. Another son-in‑
l a w, Hensley Payne and his son Henry operated a Blacksmith shop
i n the area shortly after the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y . The first
telephone s e r v i c e ( m a n y years before the Sand Mt. Cooperative),
was provided by one of Jermany’s sons- in- law, Patrick Henry
Baxter, who became a prominent merchant in the Sylvania area.
M r. Winkles and later Wyatt Mitchell operated a gristmil l and
cotton gin in Browntown for a number of years.

From their humble beginnings in the cotton and corn fields,
descendants of “Browntown” have pursued a wide variety of
professions including farming, tradesmen of al l t ypes , teachers,
ministers, physicians, managers, e t c . They live across the United
States f r om Alaska to F l o r i d a , and f rom Ca l i f o rn i a to
Massachusetts. Although Browntown n o w is only comprised of a
couple of churches and i ts varied residents, it is still “home” to
o v e r a thousand descendants and collateral family members of
Rev. Jesse Jermany Brown, regardless of their geographic home
site. Submitted by: Topical Committee

B r y a n t
The par t of Jackson County which comprised Sand Mountain

was added to the c o u n t y af ter the Treaty of New Eschoto on
December 29, 1835. Prior to this t ime, this land was pa r t of the
Cherokee Ind ian Lands and was occupied by only the m o s t
adventuresome pioneers. The land was covered by lush forests on
ro l l i ng hills and fil led wi th game which provided food for the
natives. Although n o t known unt i l l a te r, under the surface, the
land held v a s t coal deposits wait ing to be mined.

Al though the nor theastern p a r t o f Sand Moun ta i n w a s
periodically used as a staging point for Confederate raids on the
Union forces, it was n o t really settled unt i l after the Civil War.
Early settlers primarily came to this area to escape the harshness
of the northern winters and avoid the ravages of malaria of the
Southern valleys. Also by the end of the Civi l Wa r, much of the
fertile river lands were already claimed, yet extensive land was
sti l l available on the more rugged mountains for clearing and
homesteading.

The first settlement of record in the area n o w known as Bryant,
was Jamestown which was located about one-half mile e a s t of
Porter’s Bluff. Earl ier settlers included A. H. P o r t e r , J. W.
G u i l f o r d , J . T. G r a d e r, Tom Peet i t , and George Grant . Early
records indicate that by 1871, the area was occupied, since receipts
report the sale of $600 worth of fruit from Prof. Guilford’s orchard.
Mr. Porter’s sister, Miss Susan Z. Standish and a Mrs. Chubbick
from New York City opened a small school near Mr. Porter's
house. They also taught voice and instrumental music in the music
room at Mr. Porter’s house. As with many early settlements, little
is left ofJamestown except memories.

The founding of the second settlement in this area is attributed
to W. H. Bryant, a wealthy farmer and miller who immigrated
from Tennessee and homesteaded about t w o miles from the site of
the Jamestown settlement. M r. Bryant and his brother-in-law
William Campbell, donated land to the North Alabama M. E.
Conference for aChurch, later named Bryant’s Chapel, (destroyed
by a tornado in 1932) . Early settlers of B r y a n t included William
Reece, Richard Reece, Joe Potts, Hiram Kersey, P. P. Shattuck, J.
T. Smi th , Abb Lively and Colonel Ellis.

In 1883 Dr. F. D. Pierce of Syracuse, N . Y. , purchased about
2,000 acres of land near Bryant. A few years later he organized the
North Alabama Coal Company which started the min ing industry
in this area . Wi th the opening of the mines, came the need for
railroads and an incline to t ranspor t the coal o ff the m o u n t a i n ,
where it could be loaded onto barges on the Tennessee River for
shipment. The economic opportunities provided by the new
industry attracted m o r e settlers to the area.

Bryant and i ts neighboring community, Higdon have provided
the educational, social and economic centers for the population of
this par t of Sand Mountain for the last century. The location of the
new North Sand Mountain High School at Higdon, (formerly Mt.
Olive Jr. High S c h o o l ) , has made it considerably easier for the

stadents of this area to achie
the period of 1911 to 1929
Academy, prior to the estab
students had to be bussed
School. Submitted by: Topical
Sources: ( 1 ) History of Jackson
Robert ; Jackson Co. Historica
Welk Thru O l ’ H i g h Jackson
Collegedale, T N , C. 1967.

B u t
Butler’s M i l l w a s one of t

around Woodville for fishing
@processing plant for grindin
The process was powered by
driven by the clear blue wa
Woodville families who were
peck camping, cooking and &
and drive to the Old M i l l , le
Woodville. Submitted by: Bool
Sources: Newspaper A r t i c l e s , P,

Carnes is a small comma
Crow Mountain, w e s t of Fad
Kyles. Originally known as:
that settled there in the earl
finally Carnes. The land was
years. The earliest settlersi
M idd le tons , Womachs, Bre
Matthews families. These &
years creating a close-knit, =

There were no schools in ‘
children prior to that probab!
Bethel Church at Kyle Spri
Carnes, the first on
the Bryant ’s  land,
a n d the second on
Maur ice  Brown ’s
land. The school only
w e n t i n t o the sixth
grade a n d w a s
destroyed by the
tornado of 1932.

Bethe l B a p t i s t
began in Kyle Spring
around 1871.
Reverend Preston
B r o w n along with
C h a r l e y Roach, John
Beason, J.B.
Castiller and John Bryant
church moved in 1913 to C:
1932 tornado. It was rebuilt.

The people of Carnes got |
office was established at
Postmasters includedJohn “
R. Bryant, James Mart in E
Proctor. The post office mo
Martin Bryant went into th
discontinued March 15, 191
The cemeteries there inc lu
Submitted by: Committee

f
Lying at the intersection

couple of residences, a gym
the Central Baptist Churct
This is the remainderof ;
community located about hz
and between Rosalie and P
oldest roads on Sand Mount
i ts “central locat ion” , i t was
Crossroads. This section of
about the nine mile marker
and merging with 83 on to F
paved nearly two miles ax
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W.H. Robinson, an a t t o r n e y at Bellefonte, at one time in history.
This l i t t le community once only had five houses, m o r e modern
homes have been buil t today. Submitted by: Committee
Sources: Personal Knowledge

Cumberland Mountain
Cumberland Mountain was the “end of the world”, according to

my “big city” cousins from the g r e a t s ta te of Tennessee. They m u s t
have l i ked someth ing about i t , they would spend the whole
summer at o u r house.

It ’s t r u e we had no sidewalks, shucks, we didn’t e v e n have
streets. The main road was dir t and sand until it rained, then it
was mud and ruts . Did you ever t r y to ride a bicycle in ankle deep
sand or mud? Let me tell you, “ i t ain’t easy”!

Livingon the mountain was one thing but , being a white-headed
scrawny, bowlegged, snaggle-tooth brat , scored very few points for
me. I was fast o n m y feet, boy! could I run! Being a good r u n n e r
came in handy, as I was the prankster of the family.

Our w a t e r works department was o u t in the back yard. Wash
Day was a dreaded time. I thought surely we would draw enough
water to empty that bottomless pit, known as “the well”. It never
ran dry! We drew water for the wash tubs, w a t e r for the rinse tubs,

n o t to ment ion
mother’s m o s t prized
possession, “ t h e
wash pot”. The kettle
w a s for boi l ing the
bed c lo thes , towels,
wash c l o t h s , and
any th ing t h a t w a s
white.

She kept a fi r e
going under the wash
p o t a l l d u r i n g the
ordeal. There w a s a
long handled stirr ing
paddle to keep the
c lo thes  “punched
down” in the kettle.
We used a scrub
board to wash the
clothes, and always

( S i s . , had “ Ly e soap”.Mary (S is -A l len ) Wallingsford Mother and grand.

mother made the soap. They took a sharp knife and shaved the soap
off the cake, as it was called, into the wash kettle. It took all day to
wash.

I well remember the day we got electricity on the mountain. I
was at Grandma Paradise’s house, s i t t ing behind her ironing
board while she ironed with her “Smoothing Iron”. I was holding
her l i t t le sharp pointed barber scissors. Just as I poked the point
into the first opening I s a w , I got the shock of my life! At that very
m o m e n t , the electricity was turned on . I screamed, Grandma
screamed, and the scissors were never the same ( T h e opening was
a wall plug.)

We had six rooms and a path. The path led to the out-house
where you could always find a magazine or catalog to read, or
what-ever. The Index pages were the softest although the ink was
quite a bit blacker. Hey! Don’t knock it! It was air conditioned ... in
the winter time.

Before electricity, we cooked on a wood cook stove. The first one
up, ( w h i c h was usually m o t h e r ) was privileged to build the fire, fil l
the reservoir with w a t e r , so we had hot water for dishes. If you
never a t e biscuits cooked in a wood s t o v e , you have really missed
out on the best things in l i fe, as far as I am concerned.

We always had a vegetable garden, corn and potatoes in the
field, an orchard with all kinds of f ru i t , hogs, chickens, a cow and a
loving mother and daddy, clothes, shoes, and Good Times. What
else could a mountain girl want? There was no television, just a
radio. We listened to Stella Dallas and young Widow Brown in the
evening, and The Skreaking Door, at night.

Wi th electric l ights came the movies: Mr. C.L. Fossett was
Principal at Skyline school and although we were not ye t , up to
snuff on everything, Mr. Fossett made sure we had entertainment.
He purchased a movie projector and got movies for us and we could
go to the school on Saturday nights and pay 10¢, sit in a chair ( u s e d
for school during the w e e k ) and see the feature of the week.
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Back then, rarely anyone hada c a r , ( l a t e 1940's, early 1950 's )
we all walked to and from the movie. At times, there would be 25
to 30, kids s t r u n g ou t across the road, laughing, singing and of
course hold ing hands, if y o u r sweetheart was wi th you. Many
t imes we would talk up a Rook game on the way home. Our
mother has stayed up with u s , playing cards, and beating u s , in
the process.

I have heard people say they had a hard l i fe and do n o t
remember a n y good times. I am here to tell you, I only remember
the good times. We worked but what a time I had getting to the
p o i n t I am in my l i fe today. Cumberland Moun ta in w a s a
wonderful place to grow up on, I am still here. I have lived many
other places, but I always c o m e “Home”. Submi t ted by: M a r y
Wallingsford, 1619 Co. Rd. 8, Woodville, AL 35776, Cumberland
Mountain
Sources: Per. Knowledge

D u t t o n
The lit t le t o w n of Dutton was named for M.M. Dutton. Mr.

D u t t o n was a pioneer to t h e a r e a , he b u i l t a s t o r e a mi le
Northwest of the present t o w n . He was able to get a Post office
established there as well.

Dutton is located between Section and Pisgah. At one t ime there
wasa t w o s t o r y school building located in D u t t o n , due to the fact
that Mr. Vi rg i l Bouldin was a member of the legislature and was
instrumental in obtaining funds, as well as the land for the school.
Two teachers were employed at tha t t ime. A dormitory w a s
supplied for boarding students. The school was called “The Sand
Mountain Institute.”

Over the years Dutton has grown by leaps and bounds. They
have several n e w places of business, and m a n y lovely homes.
Many of the “old” families sti l l live there, as well as a good number
of the younger generation. Submitted by: The Committee

F l a t Rock
Flat Rock is a community on Sand Mountain located at the

junction of highways 117 and 71. The init ial settlement there was
named Kosh, just to the north of F lat Rock. The Post Office in
Kosh was moved to Flat Rock and the name was changed to Flat
Rock for the creek which had a flat rock bottom. This area and the
northern p a r t of Sand Mountain was very sparsely populated in
the late 1800's and early 1900's due to the heavily wooded land.
Some of the early settlers included the Partons, Hogues, Rogers’,
Aus t i ns , Fergusons and Burkhalters.

Dr. Frank Gardner, a Methodist min is ter, missionary, educator
and medical doctor, was appointed to the Fabius circuit around

1904. He envisioned
a high school in the
Flat Rock area and
began to p lan t the
idea in the
community. In 1905,
he and h i s wife
Annie organized a
primary school in the
Methodist church
and enrolled 13
pupils. Then in 1907
they founded the
high school in the
same bu i ld ing . By
1910 w i t h both

conference and general church support the school was well on its
way to becoming an exceptional institution. In 1913 , it was
classified as an “A-Grade Academy”, and had three to graduate.
According to the 1920 Flat Rock High School Catalogue, “the
purpose of the school w a s to provide an opportunity for students to
receive an education in their o w n community. The goal was to
train the physical, mental and moral n a t u r e s of young people with
the “highest character” of teaching with expensesplaced within
reach of all.”

In 1914, the Flat Rock community bu i l t the large two story
administrative building which is still in use today. The stone was
quarried by local man-power and donated by Andrew Hogue from
his land just 1/2 mile from the school. The large auditorium with
opera seats quickly became the center of worship, entertainment
and education for both the school and the community.
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the church returned to Anticoh and worshiped there for quite a
while. After the w a r a temporary building was erected at Rocky
Springs. But a large permanent house w a s erected in 1868 and
remained t i l l 1912. During the time the church worshipped at
Antioch in Kings Cove and many years at R o c k y Springs, glorious

, and enthusiasm
drew immense crowds to these meetings. Some c o m i n g as far as 50
miles in wagons and on horse-back.

There was a school organis(z)ed at an early date in the only old
building, but I failed to find just when this school began. I t , like the
church, has a splendid history. It seems that the building w a s
comfortable, that extremely crowded conditions did n o t prevail, and
that the teachers were cultured & educated for the times. It is said
that this early Antioch school was the only school between Whitwel l ,
Tenn. and old Belefonte. Ala. Boys and girls attended, riding horse‑
back for 20 miles, and many walked a long distance. Mrs. T. C.
Jenkins’ mother attended this school before the w a r (TWBTS) .

This old building w a s torn down about the year 1870.
There is in Scottsboro a recordof a petition (s i c ) presented by

Oliver Hughes, uncle of L.H. Hughes, requesting that the s tage
road be moved from the mouth of Kings Cove following the curve
around the foot of the mountain to a direct rou te . The reques t was
granted, and the road was made straight from the Paul Price farm
to the William Hughes place, the latter was a stopping place for
s tage coaches.

Kings Cove is entirely within the narrow str ip of land granted to
South Carolina extending across the northern p a r t of Georgia,
Alabama, & Miss. west to the Miss. River. Thus Kings Cove has
the r a r e distinction of p a r t of the famous Original Thirteen.

In t ry ing to find the history of the cove , I sought in vain to find a
tra i tor, or any vile deed, or ugly lawsuits. Young boys volunteered
f o r the Confederate A r m y before they w e r e old enough and
remained faithful to the end. This shows that the ancient Kings
Cove played i t s p a r t wel l in the grand procession, and has
bequested to posterity visible signs of peace, industry, hospitality
and patriotism.

I ts happy homes are prosperous. The cove is well watered by
m a n y sparkling, ever-lasting springs. The glorious mountains
encircling it st i l l supply valuable timber & coal and its little farms
are fertile.

About 25 y e a r s ago Kings Cove had a bit of excitement when
Rex Kilpatrick, whose parents we re leading figures in the boom
days of B’p't, opened up some coal mines about 1/2 mile from the
J.B. Wynne e s t a t e , and a t o w n w a s started, a hotel bui l t , a t w o ‑
story brick s tore buil t and several small houses erected.

Expensive machinery was installed for the mines, a railroad
( inc l ine ) was built, and everything looked prosperous. Rexton was
the name given to the mountain town. But the coal vein decreased
in size as the mine entered deeper into the mountain. Another
discouraging thing occurred whena terrible rain ‐ a cloud burst
‐ r a n down the cove in such torrents that a vas t amount of the
new railroad was destroyed. So, Rexton was abandoned.

y peaking. This istyped as it was written and the () is
used to add clarity to a word or statement. This document as far as
I know has never been published before. Submitted and edited by:
Harold B. Hughes, Sr. 1995 A D ,

Knat ( N a t ) Mountain
Knat Mountain is actually Nat Mountain, named so for Nat

Yisdom who settled there before the Civil War. Green Academy
was built close by in 1890. The only families there were Nat
Wisdom, Charley Owens, Ben Tribble, Jake Allen, Gordon Radford
and Sampson Rush.

Sampson Rush lived just west of the Coffey Narrows. At one
time this precinct hada total of 75 votes. James Coffey lived at the
Coffey Narrows. The area, today has many new homes and many
of the original settlers have descendants living in the community.

Bi l l and Hazel Holcomb, the Ollie Houk family, and the Ernest
White family a r e some of the present day residents. The area is on
the edge of the Cumberland M o u n t a i n s , and is graced with
towering trees and all sorts of wildlife.

Langston
A t the base o f Sand M o u n t a i n , o n the South side o f the

Tennessee River, Langston is located. Settlers first came into the

6

area and established Coffeytown in 1810’s. Coffeytown is now
under w a t e r. There were enough people to establish a pos t office.
The firs t pos tmaster was Langston Coffey, who the t o w n was
named for. By the late 1800's there were nine general stores, four
physicians in the community. A school, and a blacksmith shop
were also here.

Langston has a history pertaining to the Cherokees.
The first school was bu i l t by the Cumberland Presbyterian

Church. There a r e eight cemeteries in the area.
Some first settlers of this area were: Coffey, Floyd, Davis,

Langston, Vaught , Boyd, Snodgrass, Hammonds, Chi ldress,
Moody, Benson, Webb, Cambell, Kirby, Shook, and many others.

Langston’s fate turned when the railroad and highways began
to replace the river trade. Today the t o w n is a popular spot for
fishermen and boaters. Submitted by: Book Committee
Source: Cronicles

Larkinsvi l le
Larkinsville was settled in 1820 and named for David Larkin.

David Larkin was the largest landowner in Jackson County at
that time. It was said that nobody could go from Larknsville to
Larkins Ford without getting off of his land. The pos t office was

established circa
1830. Larkin was the
only p o s t m a s t e r
unt i l the Civil War.

Larkinsvil le had
the largest vot ing
population for o v e r
40 years. During the
C i v i l Wa r m a n y o f
L a r k i n s v i l l e  fi n e
young men served in
both the Union and
Confederate Armies.

Wil l iam Lark in ,
s o n o f D a v i d , w a s
o n e o f the m o s t
progressive energetic

and outstanding cit izens of Jackson County. He w a s a farmer,
merchant , saw mi l l operator and general leader. Submitted by:
Committee

L i m r o c k
Limrock w a s first named “Boyd Switch”. The name was changed

to Limrock in 1882. Col. Walter S. Gordon gave the Methodist
Church $100.00, on the condition the name was changed.

There was a large Lime Kiln located there, r u n by Col. F.O.
Hurt. The Gordon brothers hada large stave mill and tanyard.
The mill was r u n by Otis and Durrett.

In April 1879, Major E.C. Gordon, brother of General John B.
Gordon brought 25 men from Huntsville to build a railroad from
Limrock to Belmont Coal mines near the top of the Cumberland
mountains, nearly 6 miles. This road ran through “Gentles Cove”.

Belmont coal company began shipping coal in September, 1879.
They had a contract to furnish the M&C railroad for 5 years. 107

t s , mostly blacks worked in those mines.
New York capitalists bought the mines in 1881, and made

Harrison G. Otis of New York superintendent. In 1907, Drs. F.D.
and R.V. Pierce of Buffalo bought the mines, with 16,000 acres of
timber and mineral lands extending from near Limrock to Mud
Creek and on to the Cumberland Mountains, where they opened
up mines on “Fork Mountain.”

The Pierces had mined coal nea r “Island Creek” on Sand
Mountain before coming to Limrock. Obe Hurt sold goods in
Limrock. Postmaster in 1887, was M i t t Gentle. He also sold goods.
His son Clyde Gentle also sold goods in the same building beside
the railroad tracks at Limrock for many years. Submitted by: The
Committee
Sources: Public and personal knowledge

Mart in town
Martintown lies between Mud Creek and Dry Creek. According

to history, the family that gave it its n a m e , was a man known as
John T. Martin. He was born in South Carolina in 1775. He owned
a mil l on Mud Creek first known as “Martin’s Mi l l ” later changed
to “St. Clair's Mi l l ” after Mart in sold i t .

The Tupelo c o m m u n i t y i s
theugh m o s t people seem to ti
i t really m e a n s , the pike, or 5
mame from the large Tupelo
they were surveying for the 1
they had no way of cutt ing i t
Years la ter, the t ree was c u t i t
and removed from the road.

Wininger’s was the last of
70's. The churches a r e al l go
Chapel Methodist Church. TI
disappeared, the p o s t office
k n o w, we know longer have|
gene. There is no industry left
handled by t w o or three ha
changed, but it is st i l la
when the mountains are blazi



L

Jouorjanaqsapaja[duiosay}pasnes‘eygrulzy<emysTy
Supuey-anoy03emayySutvedsxozoplingjoAbaay}Ul“ssasBo1g

“umo}zYa]AuewpuryUeqay} Joutsopay}pacsoyuotssaidaq
OUL“INgaddeaausem“[[1WpuesasnoyaremayiYIIMSuope
“YOpeuio}yse]ay}UIYoUMO[GA]aja[dUI0Dsem‘suIaztaFe101spue
aanqitunypuesjeyseo943pasnoyYoIYym‘1004puodasayy,“sartjddns
wae}0}suoZeMWo‘sa0}e}0dpuke«Noy01sasseippuesooys
‘syoyseo07Apueowoxy“SuryzAzoaopjossneassnoy‘yreaps18u}
Aoye93849JO[INga4}InoyYyZnoqoy‘neassnoy"WOpetiteur
qoqysnepssoyng10jAey,‘wrypautofuoosJeyangepeuepmaydeu
Stypure41URLJa[INgIO[ABYJdyI0IqSTY“yIEPstyJOY“s,OggT
aye]ay}UrJengBpeuLDXqpapunoy‘siajingAyjeuIsi0sem
4poyyuregUlyxeuIpuL|ureu!se]ay}Sema0jgsNeassnoy

“ueAqpasneoApasesy&Aqpasonsep
1ojP]SBMYTYM‘SNvassnoy0)adeurEpaatsuazxaseaB19yL“Pay
e1emo[doaduaaasJoxIspue‘padeurep10padousapA[]e103JayIa
a18MSSUIP[INGUMOJUMOPay}JOJSoUT‘|[1wa[Ix9qay}‘sasnoyaieyy
“POYuredJOsouoyoy}JoyeyysourjeSurkonsap“WgCO:2
PunoseyeyooyIepasequaopeuioy&‘ZEsI“TZYOIeTYUO

“ZEGTJOOpeu10y alqiioyyisemI]“parsaovaiJaAaUYooyqUIEgYSIYWoy
U0stOpeUsoyys40Mm9Y3INg“sesNoYeAypado.ysepYotya“OSST
“ez[dysemopeui0,puodasayy,“pako.jsapaiemsBurpling1ay30
puea103sSTH[['@“J0depay2seyeaadsemaSeurepayy“0/gT
“LIAvenuejoopeuioy10auojadooy}semApadensayoy

"S.OL6IA[aeaay
UFpaso[>31[UNWaUo[dwoJoaoanossofeurBsea£10798)aTEyD
¥‘ZE6TJoopeusoyayrAqpadoaysapsemyoryas‘odoadpazpuny
[es9aaspaxofdureyey}[JwAretsoyvosjesemaay,‘aanso[9
ey?pasi0}worniqryoad[HUN‘sjaiueqSaystym40}saavisepeuL
YISTUDavIsOM}atomOID,“LIGIUlaassouuay,0}parowsem
2[un‘adoad¢y1Aojdwe0ssoursngayypassepusoym‘Auedwiog
APPADPayJIN2430}yNoposay‘atdoad¢gynogepatojdwia
ATENYoryYA0XMANJoYZeIUEpNHO70AqLEIUEIMsem
(Wx[ouedY“6L8TUTA[v]a8s0aHAq3]mqyeaympueUIODSuTPULAS
Jo}||soyeMBPapnpoUtyooyJUIegUIsaLysnpuT<[ze9aulOg

‘sday}0SuoweyyWgJ9j39qpue‘peayy
Jonweg‘]1epoomqueseaid“[THWempueausoqre[g‘za;ng
epeueypurso[xe]‘pgWIP‘Jooysasopypueossap‘aweuUey
uaydargpueuyorpapnyoursiajqiasAp1e9943Joawog“spoof
Sunsodutpueuoreziodsuesjosuzawiessaseu&pepraoid
peoayresayypueoangnoraBe10yousempuelay]“Z9IeMUL
Burs]Y901pasojoo<[peanzeu&paidaoostpsuetpuyasneoaq‘puasey
04Burpuosoe‘gygtutyooyUTE07paSueypsemouTEU5,404ay]
“QE6TUtaz0y3payst{qeisesems94YQISogB43pur‘UapuTeDpal[ED
A[[BUISI40SBMUMOZaYT‘papuNoysemyooyqulegasympur]
94?JOSOUpouMmo“[ZgTUTAjUNODanqeaqPOJoJeasAyuNOD&
qa]es07ainqe|siBa]ay3Aqpaquroddesemoy“‘joweuueyuyor

“9q0}pasn71yeYMJoUoNIRYv
ysnf st‘Teanqeupueepew-uewYI0q‘sarpase.qAueurSatJoasneoaq
yey}UMO}BSTI]“AJUNODUOSyoREJoUOIAodU1d}samay}UOJOATYy
YooyJuleay}Josamysnfparengisumoy[[euUlsBstyDoYJUTE

yooyqureg
“Way?WoULESplnodamAI0yStYyYoUay}JoyUuryysne“yye}prnoo

STTEMSOY}Jt“YO“purrs[IASSurpinga10qsayy,‘skepasoy?ut
SYIO}O4R10yeoe[dSuyo0urayysemaioysafUaHay,‘21038sapUar)
apAlO1“1YSNogosamsiagstTYoWayyJOspaeuay}jouew
O1OYMSTSIYD‘SHUIGOY303AQLUMUTUIODysauvaUdy}SEMYOOIWITT

“BareOY}UTaTOYMATADaueWY}Sa[OYYUISayypue
Spoomay}YSNOIY?sadioaawayysow]euedNOK‘ajdoadjoPIOAStat
yBnoyrty“1043papressayJOASHITYOWOy)HayprpKoyaseouTeS

OU}ISOWLEYooyIIMSSyUISOYL‘euEDYel™puesewoyy‘uyor
Semulequnoura4jodozay}1voupuednsayzaeg“ysoyasary
‘d0UAR[DJog‘ueWIIeYsoup‘oddijquoyman‘Mousno]ypraeg
adeOWNTYRTesHUIg941Iaupaaty|oymsuasayyJoaWOg

“purlayy JowedBsumo[[4sauayjo190,4SneppuesduostyoIgAaISTTYOI
BWV‘SS0ypue3]11e9pasterpuepur]syutsey)pewueyfayy
‘ABMepoaourA[UBoy}[|ee10J9q“eLUOpE|eDAIL“soqySnep
Bpurqoqiypur(331)[[e4oII}T‘suosom}peYyAaya‘S,008T
94}UTsyUIga4papies1aISI[VOW(UOIaYS)aT]agpueouar

“agtsayuoYounyosaueIINgAPUad‐eZ<TUNUTUIOD
aYL“SeAcryquLsvalg321041YDANYossouLfoHYay10}Kauadoad
94}pareuoppueJayovaidssoutjoyBsemauar‘saaoinquesea|g
SeUMOUYMOUS]YMIv9UIO“yeWITYpauTOlyoryAUTeqUNOUE
PuvjiaquingJodoruosv[jamse‘syurs043urpulJosasoe

IEEE _a

pedpuny[B19Aespeumoaf]“319Y}8[339S01Jsay}Suowresemoym
TISITVIN(2uey)suasng10}paureuauamsyutgJNSTTVOWOUL

SYUISJOISTOY,
“saounosauAzezqi]put‘siunoooe[euosiad‘z9weUUey,

uegoyAqSjunoguosyoopfosojsizy‘sapnseadedsmany:seain0g
8Ty‘0109871006‘gagpooyKjunogZop‘uDaq,

Hagoy:&qparimwgng“s10]09YILMBurze|qaresureyunowoy)uayA
Tey243UrAl[eroadsa‘aaty03adedjnjyNeaqvIlsst13nq‘pasueyo
SeyYONWog‘sat[TMesSurytoMpivyaaiy310OM}Aqpaypuey
St1Josowpuke“BurULivy10}ydaaxeyayAxysnputoustaay,‘aucd
[eeresuispue[pmayy‘ureae}&arydesu0]mouyam‘mouy
ISeqeysepue‘avoBurAqsautodaoyjosodayy‘paivaddesip
BooS.40,0payy‘aUOTst[ooyssayy“YINYOystpoyyoyyfadey
S§,puel[OHJoworjdaoxeayyyyIM‘auos[jearesayoinyooy“s.0L
“PEW942UTpasojo7pUe‘sa10Isay}JoJSUTOY)SEASroSULUIY

“proday}Woyparowiaspue
punozs24303dozaywoaysuoroasurynosem2am}9Y}“1aze]sIVa_
4punoiepoinoyapAoyyos‘umop31SuyInoJokemoupeyKays

ey}3iqos9a4,ausemoxy}‘peoray?405SuLMainsoomSoy
uayM“Boreoy)UTMaudey)saanojadnya8]ay1WoyaureU
SI}3084]“ojadn0708yey}‘peor40‘oldayy‘sueawAIJearIt
‘ojadny,Suraqseaytgofadny,Joyutyy07waasajdoadsowySnoy3
Uaag“2a09spaeudeWurpayedo]stAyuNUIWIODofadnyaU,

‘Jooyds2430)aBeuepaatsuazxesem2.194}
pur“yoanyjedeyospurroryyimBuopeAeaeumo[garom‘stLeg
Puv‘913789“seouag“Suryo[940“poy‘Bursnoyynoyitmyoyaio
aa0ps.preudeyyUlsow)Suey“SomoyAueWSULonjSappue
a[doaduaaasSurry‘eaesty1yopeuz0ySUNeISeASpP&ZEGTUl

“poqedapAoy3uaympuryagayyqtyAzan
YelAOU“woresIyyUFpauoTZE}saz0msdoos,UOIUAJosUOISLAIP
aay}IBMayySutang‘pazuemAayyyeym4980}peuingpue
‘payy‘pouoqeoryy‘o]oysKoy,‘asjoSuryyAx9A9YUMBuojepurus
Joaovadpur‘speurue‘Suryi0]9‘pooyyoo,Ady“Statpjosuorugay
qySnorgose‘s1a]93asay}IYZnozqWypeoydaqsayoulyay}Ing

“Joryseoay}sear‘sory‘UosstypuequapisaidsemAayjog“ggg
UroxOsqODgULYUEAUMODUosyoEPay1PaystqersaoY“<aYJOQ
“VMPepnpoutosjednoisstyy,“eaooayiuraaty[Issqyuepuaosap
HeysJoAuvyy‘sioyyopue‘sunudg‘sorppry‘spjon‘Aworog
WIEITEM“UbeYexeg‘uost[ausoDWeITIIA‘10I901gWeIT[T
Pureyerwiarey“AayMoc]ozuaJOT‘uos|tAyWELL‘PUETIOHWeTTEA
‘stAedWRITTIM‘papnyoursaajqqesysuys4y“AyruMUIUIODBusauyyB
aureoaqApyombaons.pueudeyy“y3eoysqUapIseroy}JoURIpIENS
SBWIYSULMOT[O}UOspny“AqYQ‘uoqdo[g“aqAqpapuazsem
YARDsAayoD2vaupozZo0]aoyJos10q00pvsemaaoyL‘AITUTOIA
Butmoi3styzulpazesouoojesvPueUIDu0z}09&‘s][IW4ST
‘sadoys[e19UEd10MAJOL“TZSTUlUOTBDOSsyYaargpnyay}7
paquasaidasa1amKay}oyBoIpulspsos0y“yoanyisydegaanimug
SemYSIYM‘osnoHBussauUeptaoigay?3[INqAwoyjegwert
‘P40IG[BABUAL$40}001gUTpaywdo]sem71aU)BUOpW“JaIseUNsod
242SBMOYM0}Surpsooowsuomeoo]snotva07parowsem
PueBqndparessemaoyyjoysodsty]“Aa]Mogozuas0]Aq1b8T
Urpamol[oy‘1ayseugsodseAryydjopueyYIM‘cpgyuraoyjoysod
BpaystiqerseAo,‘[oouosFurpavoqevpeyaw}du0yepue‘sfooyss
yingAeyL‘purloy}urepuesosnoyPIMq0}ueseqAoyy,‘vore
SIU?ULSAWOYITeY}eYBUI07Soyosia|j}asaSey}JoJaqunUVy

“OA0DSpreuceySeUMOUYaq07UTEDyeyOUT
UMOppurUTE;UNOULpuLLJaquINDsso.de‘vassquUA,WoyURYoryA
“peoyJoseyoutyay}SeUMOUYaq07aUTeDJeYMSuoreAemstay}
peurasayiJo10]W“BULequTYOUTpue‘sessouUaY‘eUTToIeDYON
YSnory}‘eUIBtAWoyKea10YyIpaysomAuerqeosdVW‘uaapyryo
HeyyJoseoeidyyiiqayipuesprose.snsuaswo.ypowsva]aquedse
‘seaugap<qauresauiog“3003uopue‘ye0qAq“yaeqasioyuo‘suozem
urewesAoYyy‘sarrueytay10JaryJayjaqB40jBuryooyawed
SALEMoUOY]‘2A0)S_prvuceyutpurlay}SuuneyApeauyeaan
SUBIPUTeaxo19YDay2PUNO;Koy‘s.QORTSpApuS.OOLTare]oy
UyBore[RYyHINeAGSIy3OU!eUIwDsiaTIIaSJoaut]Suo]ay3Udy

2A0DS,preukey

siadedsmayy:saomog
aapTumodyyoo:kqpayiwgng

‘sai88nqutSurputJo‘SuryyemAqr9yr10yonyopurfooyds01UEM
aidoag“younyoesepasnsemoseJooypsayy,“‘Jooyss1ayoRa}-au0
©PIq07pure]avdpuvgsnypueyooyguorweyyartygO6TUT

“wopue03309
pasteajdoadaso“sxoy0pueurmiegpure‘souceyy‘sap[oH
‘at03[Iy‘lequeg‘sunaey:oromworeay}UlsoueuApIUegy

UE pasueyoJaye]IWsunreyse
PoumoaH“ci 21ureurore)ine
seUMOoUyUeUIBesem‘suresq:
Surpiossy“yaargAigpue¥sa19

uMoz

a3pe

eu:kqpaynugng-sieakSuew2
apiseqSurpjingeuresau;utspose
“Spoo3pjososyeapy“epusyES
UISpoospjosinp2q0“pam
PuesUO_yaeI9puRls]_zeae|

pauadofey}arayn‘SUIEIUNOPp
Py09Yoormyy]reauworSom
Josease0Q0‘9T2M‘sourama
‘C4“IQ‘L061Ul“wepuazmusds
epewpue‘Tggyursourmau3

“SOUTasouR4
LOT‘suBak¢103pose:Sa7Rag
“6LST“Jequiardegur[ecoSurddmgs

"PAODSepuen,YSnorg?werpeas
puepequing243jodoyayyese
WoyPROr[TelB[mg04oTfLasyam
“dWYO[eraueDjoJatnorg“uopm

mm ‘paedue}pue[yraarqsome]&5
O'd“109Aquni‘azayPeqE0fa

“pasueyosemsureumR
ISIPOUIW243aae3uopioy-g22
pagueyosemaureueu“Pylespe

spon

24qpajrmgng-s1apeal[ersuasP=
“Joule&semapy-AqunyUosyae
onasioteaatssaniad°°
ysoWayajoauo
sem‘praeq30uos4°42PERe
‘uryieywena
“soruUyazeiapayuog

pueuoruy)243YyI0q
UIpaAlasusuSuN0A
aulyattasuryze
JoAueweyTHAI
ey}Burm‘sieadoF
A9AO10}UOIe[ndod
Bulj0aysaSiey242
PeYyaf[rasuryieT

“2PM[AIDay3[Hun
dayseuysodluo
yysemUNyse]“Oggt
BO1IDpaysitqeisa
Seaaoyyoysodayy-pueySTq3Bo
0}a[[lasuyseywo03prosSpogs
yeAYUN0Duosyseeutiaumopuzy
“UP|ETplaeq40}peureupueoggt

OTTASUES

0sTUWODyour:i9pags togqodsseqndodestumoyamsepe
ueSeqsXemysrypuePeorreraqwe

‘siayjoAueurpue‘yooyg‘sary5
‘ssaapyiyo,‘spuowmey‘sseiSpom,
‘staeq‘pAoy‘KaYjOD:aromeare=

“BareOu}UISouza
uelardqseig puejiaquing om 4q 3

“S204019YD24303Summ,

doysyarusyxoeiq2pue‘jooys¥-&
Mo}‘saiojs[e1auasautuaromanys
SEMUMO}943OY‘AayODuowsSae
“20ugoysod&ystiqeysa0apdosdyams
MOUSIUMOIAROD“s.OTgTurumeps



Rousseau’s, the Post Office, m o s t of what was left of the business
section of t o w n , t w o churches and a number of houses. What was
once a prosperous t o w n in the early 1900's, is now a small village.
Current ly, the ma in business in t o w n is Allison’s Candy Company,
which sells and delivers large quantities of candy and other items
to groceries and convenience stores all ove r northern Alabama.
Sources: Jackson County Advertiser August 7, and 21, 1975, Feb 8,
1973: History of Jackson County by John F. Kennamer, 1935

Pisgah
For thousands of years before the arrival of the white m a n , the

area known as Pisgahwas inhabited by the Cherokee Indians and
their ancestors unt i l 1836, when they were removed to w e s t e r n
reservations. While being transported by raft to Gun te rsv i l l e ,
about 300 escaped and hid o u t in the Mountains. The area around
Pisgah was reported to be the headquarters of this g r o u p of
escapees includingChief Horse Eye and Sequoyah.

The first white men settled in this area around 1840-50. Early
settlers w e r e Joseph Estes, Samuel Cleveland E s t e s , Wi l l iam
Cicero Whee le r, John Howse, Jess Starkey, J . W. Armbres te r,
Charlie Shelton, Sammie Rorex, James Chambers, Jurdan Hulsey,
J. J. Beeson, William Clark and Thomas Mackentire. Joseph Estes
was one of the first entrepreneurs in the area with a flour and
grist mil l on Estes Creek. His son Samuel C. Estes opened the first
store. Sam’s s is te r, Ellen married William C. Wheeler who had a
wagon and gunsmith shop. William's s o n , J. V. Wheeler became
o w n e r of the first garage and one of the first automobiles in the
area.

When asked what “the community” should be named, Sam Estes
chose “Pisgah” because of h is perception that the area was
reminiscent of Mount Pisgah, where God had taken Moses up for a
view of the Promised Land. (Deuteronomy 34:1-6 ) . Another story
attributes the name to Sam Rorex. In 1869 a church building w a s
erected n e a r Ca l laham Spr ing and in 1870 the church w a s
organized and named Mt. Pisgah by him.

Earliest records indicate that the Estes Store was in operation
n e a r the c u r r e n t c e n t e r of Pisgah by 1856 and they purchased
their wares from the Davenport store in Valley Head. Since there
wasn’t a bridge ac ross the Tennessee River and there was a
railroad at Valley Head, much of the merchandise and trade from
North SandMountain passed through there.

The first post office was established by John A. Starkey in 1878
and located in Estes Store in 1882. Other Postmasters, with the
date of the s t a r t of their t e n u r e , included David R. Woodall, 1882;
Samuel Estes, 1882; Will iam D. Rorex,1888; Mathew L. Wann,
1906;Sarah E. Wann , 1914; Samuel B. Wininger, 1924; Carl J.
Clark, 1935; Lilliam J. Arnold, 1936; Virgil B. Gross, 1940; Gordon
B. Roden, 1963 and Anita Boatner.

A little known part of Pisgah’s history is the affiliation of John
Vestel Wheeler's whiskey still in Jones Cove with the R. M. Rose
Company ‐ manufacturer of Four Roses Whiskey. Until Jackson

Co. became d r y,
John V. Wheeler
dist i l led whiskey,
shipped it in barrels
by steamboat to the
then headquarters of
R. M. Rose Co. in
Chattanooga, TN.

Pisgah’s economy
r e l i e d  m a i n l y  o n
f a r m i n g and the
timber industry. In
1961, the New York
based Andover Togs,
Inc. bui l t i t s Dover
M i l l s operat ion in

Pisgah, which contributed significantly to the economy of the
Pisgah community by providing secondary jobs to farmers, ( f o r m e r
f a r m e r s ) , and their wives. B y the 1950's Pisgah had several stores
including J. E. Wheeler’s Gen. Mdse., Luke Taylor ’s Gen. Mdse.
and Tractor Sales; H. G. Gant’s General Store, Edmund and
Madge Bain’s Cafe, Loyd Meek’s Cotton Gin and fertilizer sales
office and a couple of service stations ( o n e operated by Johnny
L e s t e r. ) .

The year 1967 was a banner year for Pisgah with the opening of
a n e w municipal building, a new post office, the branch office of
the First National Bank of Scottsboro, a n e w Masonic H a l l , the
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dedication of the new building for the Pisgah Missionary Baptist
C h u r c h , and the opening of the n e w Congregational Christ ian
Church. Contracts were also being let for a n e w 20 uni t federal
housing project.

In 1992, the citizens raised $25 ,000 for the completion of a
medical clinic to encourage a physician to set up practice there. As
reported by then Mayor Peter S m i t h , Pisgah “already provides
m o r e independent services than m o s t towns i ts size. The town
operates i t s o w n garbage service and always taken pride in its
independent wate r system.” The Pisgah Civitan Club owns and
operates a park on the Gorge n e x t to the town park and is also
sponsor of the Rhododendron A r t Festival. Tournament size
baseball and softball fields and the 2400 square foot pavilion are
busy throughout the season. The Pisgah Gorge has been renowned
as “the m o s t breath taking scenery in Jackson County.” Submitted
by: Topical Committee
Sources: ( 1 ) “H is to ry of Pisgah”; a theme by high school student
Mamie Callaham; 1928. ( 2 ) “History of Pisgah Alabama”: Wi lbanks,
Madge Mullns; The Jackson County Adver t iser, April 28, 1973. ( 3 )
“Pisgah Founding Fathers Emphasized Educat ion”; Woodfin, Byron;
The Dai ly Sentinel, April 12, 1992. ( 4 ) “Pisgah Slates Dedications of
New Church, Post Office”; Hollis, Guy; The ‘Huntsville Times, i.
1967. ( 5 ) “Pisgah Mayor Sees Town's Continuing Progress”:
Byron; The Daily Sentinel, Apr i l 12, 1992. ( 6 ) History of Pisgah Baptist
Church 1851-1973: Wheeler, E m m e tB. and Wheeler, Richard L . ; 1973.

Rosalie
Branching o u t from AL Hy 71, between the 13 and 17 mile

markers is the Rosalie Community. Like m o s t of Sand Mountain,
Rosalie was the former home of the Cherokee Indians until 1836.
One of the first settlers in this area was David Shrader Sr. who
came to the area from Virginia in the early 1800’s with his sons
Henry and David Jr. His son Henry Shrader married a Cherokee
Indian, Americus Runnels and they lived with the Cherokees in the
area n e a r the c u r r e n t s i te of Rosalie. Since the Shraders were
Yankee sympathizers in the C i v i l Wa r, they moved to n e a r
Stevenson during the Northern occupation of that area. Henry’s
daughter Sarah Caroline Shrader m e t a Northern soldier, Henry
Clay Ott who was stationed at Bridgeport. They married after Mr.
Ott’s discharge from the Union Army in 1865 returned to his native
Pennsylvania for a couple of years, then came back to AL in the
late 1860's. Since Miss Shrader was a native of Jackson County,
they made the i r home on Sand Mountain where he became a
successful f a r m e r, merchant , and cabinet maker. They had 12
children. After Sara’s death in 1899,he married Ida Bowman and
had five m o r e children. Sheridan Ott who later served as the local
constable in Rosalie was a son of Henry and Ida.

The oldest residence remaining in Rosalie is the Bowman-Ott
home. Bu i l t by Wi l l i am Perry Bowman in 1903 i t has been
continually occupied by five generations of his descendants and is
now the home o f Gay and Joy ( H a m i l t o n ) Thornhill. Wi l l iam, the
son of James and Amanda Jane Vickery Bowman, marr ied
Frances O t t , the daughter of Henry Clay and Sarah Caroline
(Shrade r ) Ott. William Bowman was one o f the first merchants in
the community. He also operateda grist mill and sold fertilizer.

is son Ulyess Bowman operated the store after him. Another of
liam’s s o n s , Henry Bowman hada cot ton gin in Rosalie from

the late 30’s to the 1960's.
Gay Thornhill is the great-grandson of another early settler of

this area, Bryant F. J. Thornhill. Bryant and his s o n , James K.
Polk Thornhill brought their family from Fauquier, V A , and
settled near a spr ing in the area between Pisgah and Rosalie
around 1837. A master saddle maker, Bryant was crippled in a
h u n t i n g accident in his youth. When the Confederate A r m y
wanted him to make saddles for them, he was hauled away in a
wheelbarrow, never to r e t u r n to Rosalie. He is believed to have
died of Smallpox in Atlanta during the Civil War. His son James
K. Polk Thornhi l l also served with the Confederacy and had
several n e a r scrapes with death during the war.

Anotheroft h e earlier residents of Rosalie was David R. Garren.
Born near what is now known as Rosalie on 6/12/1853, Mr. Garren
was the son of Richard Wheeler and Elizabeth Garren who came to
AL in 1852 from Gilmer County, GA. David married Amanda
( S h r a d e r ) Gar ren and along w i t h Patrick C o l v a r d , they are
frequently at t r ibuted as being the “founders” of the Rosalie
Community. When M r. Garren appl ied to have a Post Office
opened in Rosalie, he was requested to provide a n a m e for the
community. Legend indicates that since he had recently been
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Scraper Hi l l appears to have gotten its name from a workyard
on top of the h i l l at the end of the pike, where construction
equipment (including the horse and mule-drawn road scrapers)
was kept while the 5 mile road from Hollywood was being buil t
and surfaced wi th crushed limestone in 1900-1902. Roads were
being constructed to enable the farmers to t ranspor t their c o t t o n ,
c o r n , hogs and timber to Hollywood and Scottsboro, and to access
the railroads.
In addition to farming in the a r e a , t w o of the Matthews’ sons

owned and managed mills in Jackson County that produced cedar
pencil slats for shipment to Germany. Their mil ls were located
near Gonce, then at Pikeville and la ter, at Milan nea r Estillfork.
Wood was obtained from timber purchased from landowners , used
fence posts and recycled home construction material.
There was neither school n o r church in the community. There

w a s a “ s u mm e r school” a t Johnson Town 1-1/2 miles t o the
southwest, where Fairfield is now. It was a 3 month t e r m , with
grades as needed from 1 through 8. There also was a Moody School
2 miles to the north at the end of the pike, where a 3 month
“winter school” was held.
Nearby churches were Kennamer Cumberland Presbyterian

Church north of Hollywood, a Methodist Church at Johnson Town ,
and a Missionary Bapt is t Church 3-1/2 mi les to the no r t h ,
northwest at Harmony.
Wi l l A. Kyle, a nephew of W.H. Robinson, was the first R.F.D.

( R u r a l Free Delivery) mail carrier o u t of Scottsboro, and delivered
mail to Scraper H i l l and other parties on Rural Route No. 1 with
his horse drawn buggy.
People went to Scottsboro for clothing and groceries, although

they also bought groceries closer to home at Hollywood and
Pikeville. Mose Dawson hada store at Scraper H i l l sometime after
1920.
Robinson's Creek was formed by two springs located 1/2 mi. to

the west of Scraper Hi l l , and it flowed through the community in a
northwesterly direction and joined Mud Creek, which eventually
emptied in to the Tennessee River near Lester Carver's fishing
camp . A large grove o f beech t rees and the cold w a t e r s o f
Robinson’s Spr ing made the site popular for picnickers from
Scottsboro, Hollywood and other nearby communities until about
1916.
The double spring was named after W.H. Robinson, who was a

lawyer at Bellefonte and later at Scottsboro. He was a Confederate
veteran of the Civi l War and wasa candidate for the United States
Congress when he died in 1884.
There were t w o ponds 1/2 mile north of the community, o f f the

w e s t side of the pike to Harmony. In addition to panfish, Bucker
Pond was known to have yielded a 19-1/2 lb. carp.
The old Scraper H i l l Cemetery is located on the wes t side of

County Road 33 about 1/4 mile north of County Road 29, but there
is l i t t le visible evidence of it today. Acommercial catfish farm was
established in that area in 1988. Submitted by: Ralph S. Mackey,

linton Road, Scottsboro, AL 18-2848
s: M -s of Leola Matthews as related to Madge Wilbanks

ished in the Jackson County Advertiser in August 1973;
discussions between Bertha Kirby and Merle Janette Porter Mackey

Section
Section is a small agricultural town of some 800 people on Sand

Mountain where Highway 35, which is the route from Scottsboro
to Fort Payne, reaches the top of the west end of the mountain.
This area of Sand Mountain was being settled years before that of
the north end of the mountain. Section was named from the
Section of School land located there, which was created by an Act

of the Legislature in
eB - 1897. The first Post
ok Office was called Mt.

Zion and was
established in 1875.
It was later moved to
K i r b y Creek and
final ly moved to the
p resen t location of
Section.
The fi r s t school

was taught by
Ezekiel Str inger in
1853 and l a t e r b y
William Gossett. TheSection High School
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first school building in Section was a t w o s to ry frame building that
was destroyed by fire in 1890. A second school was built at this
same location and it burned 25 years later. The presen t Section
School has grades K-12.
Some of the early pioneer settlers included; Ezekiel Stringer,

Butler and Granvil le Tipton, John Whi te , Jacob Ta t e , Delaney
Chisenall, William Neeley, the Stanfields, the Outlaws, J im Reed,
Alfred Hami l ton, John Flowers, who was a blacksmith, I1.W.Whi t t ,
who sold monumen t s and farmed, and Drs. Patterson and Eugene
Smith, who also serve as a Postmaster. Colman Brown had the
first s t o r e , with other merchants including J.W. Downey, Fossett
and Johns, J.M. Hale, J.J. Chambers, L.K. Shankle, D.I. Durham
and T.B. Phillips.
The city opened a park with an olympic-size swimming pool in

1974, and a public library in 1975. The Van Heusen Shirt Plant
opened in 1965 b u t closed 10 y e a r s l a t e r. The c i t y has a
community health center and is currently working on bui lding a
n ew t ow n hall. The present mayor is James Tidmore and the city
council members are Ron Fossett, Jerry Hammon, Bernadette
Harris, Rick Hanback and Charles Fossett. Highway 35 through
Section is named Tammy L i t t l e Dr i ve , after a former Miss
Alabama. Submitted by: Jackson CountyHeritageCommittee
Sources: History of J a c k s o n County by Kennamer; Daily Sentinel July
27, 1997, Jackson County Advertiser November 10and 17, 1977.

Sky l ine
The Town of Skyl ine was incorporated in 1985. The p resen t

mayo r i s Lewis Rouse, Town clerk i s Pam (Fow le r ) Ward, council
members are Robert Mason, Janet (Ha l l ) Higginbotham, Chris
Knight, and Hugh Glen Lewis J r. , Chief of Police is Bruce Ward.
The school consistsof grades Kindergarten through 12th. Principal
of high school is Jake Wallingsford, elementary principal is Paul
Alred.
Cumberland Mountain Park is located off Alabama highway 79,

and host the annual “Skyline Day”, the first Saturday in June,
each year. Skyline has several res tau ran ts . beauty shops, service
stations, grocery stores, an a u t o parts s tore , flower shop, branch of
the First National Bank of Scottsboro, and thirteen churches. The
Mountain also has five Fire stations, located at Skyline, Hytop,
Pleasant Groves, Letcher, and Crow.
The c o m m u n i t y o f Skyl ine c ame about a s the resul t o f a

government e x p e r i m e n t in the 1930's. The depression had struck
and pover ty was widespread throughout America. Rural areas
were hardest h i t . This caused the federal government to begin
programs to come to the aid of the coun t r y. Franklin Roosevelt was
then President.
The gove r nmen t began a p r og r am called the “New Deal”.

They pu rchased a t o t a l o f 1 3 , 0 0 0 a c r e s on t o p o f
Cumberland Mountain and div ided it i n t o 200 for ty a c r e
plots. A road was buil t and homes began to be bu i l t in 1935.
A school , Commissary and recreation cen te r were also built.
Before the homes were bui l t a kitchen and barracks were
bui l t to feed and house the workers.

W.N. (Pop) Ross was manager of the project at Skyline. Mr. W.
I. (Ike) Floyd was overseer of the timber cutt ing and the sa’ lls.
Both were well liked by the settlers. Homes were first built in
1935, with many more to follow. They ranged from two and three
bedrooms, according to the family size. All the houses were similar
in pat tern. Today you can ride across the mountain and point out
the first “Colony” houses, as they were called.
The homes, land, a mule, farming tools and wagonwere all sold

to the homesteaders at low cost and low interest, to give them a
chance to get a good start . They were to pay for them with money
they made from the crops they grew and other work they performed
helping to build homes and such. The first years crop was made
with Oxen, instead of Mules. The main crops were tomatoes and
potatoes. They also raised a great deal of Sugar cane.
While the work was hard , the residents sti l l found time for fun.

They had a string Band, a dance team and held such things as
Annual May Day Fes t i v i t i es , childrens beauty pageants and the
l ike. Skyline had a super Baseball t e a m , as well. M r . Homer
Maples told me , before he passed away, if you could play music
and sing or play the game of Baseball, you could go to work on the
project. Law Cornelison was manager of the ball team.
The very first home that was built in 1935, still stands today

and is in good condition. In the early 1960’s Roy and Ruby Osborne
moved from Scottsboro into this house and lived there for a while
before moving back to Decatur, where they had originally lived.

heavy timber.
Before the Civil Wa r, Steve

House and The
Washington House.

Stevenson s e n t a
good m a n y of i ts best
Gittizens into the ranks
of the Confederate
army. The Federals
located t r oops here
about 1863 and
remained unt i l near
the end of the war. A
small skirmish was at
Fort Harker and
resulted in the retreat Ma i
of the Federals.

About this time the Williz
erected in 1875. This is whe
citizens began their education
campus at the foothills of the
An epidemic of yellow fever

eleven cases with six deaths.
During this time in the tc

increased rapidly as well as t)
cen t e r and also a good agric
came to t o w n dur ing this pe:
other business houses were 2
s t o r e s or businesses were bu i
fifteen large businesses and tv
In 1900 Stevenson’s larges

the Broadus cotton m i l l In 19
the s t o r e s caught fire, during
businesses were destroyed.
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descendants have served in st i l l l a te r wars . Their families
intermarried and related through blood and friendship, make up
the continuing story of Wood’s Cove today. Submitted by: Book
Committee
Sources: Newspaper Articles

The Woods Reservation La te r KnownAs
Dorans Cove

The Woods Reservation was located in Dorans Cove, eight miles
west of Bridgeport, Alabama. The reservation w a s named for a
Cherokee Indian chief who lived there in the early 1800's.

Among the first white settlers to e n t e r nor th Alabama was
Major James Doran in 1815. He came to Dorans Cove, made peace
with the Indians and lived among them many years. He built one
of the first dwelling houses in north Alabama on this reservation.
The house was constructed of limestone and is st i l l standing,
occupied at the presen t by Buddy and Cynthia Newton.

Captain James Russell entered the cove in 1816 and la ter, by
agreement with Major Doran, established a homestead on the west
side of the reservation and came in possession of what is now
called Russell Cave. This property was owned by his descendants
unt i l the year 1928,

Not m a n y y e a r s
after the first white
settlers came , a
stagecoach road was
opened from north to
south through the
Woods Reservation.
President Andrew
Jackson traveled this
road and s p e n t the
n igh t i n the Doran
home in 1828. The
home was used as a
changing and resting

The house of Capt. James Doran in Doran's place for travelers. A
Cove. The front p a r t has been added in later D h : lled
years. The back p a r t stands today as it d i d Voran home is ca l le :
then the President’s Room

t o d a y.
Andrew Jackson was a personal fr iend to Colonel James

Raulston. In 1808, Col. Raulston moved from Jackson County
Tennessee to Sequachee Valley and there entered with three of his
s o n s t w e n t y thousand acres of land including p a r t s of Dorans
Cove. He built his home on what was later to be found the state
line between Alabama and Tennessee.

In 1828, Colonel Raulston declared his domicile in Alabama and
was elected and served as Representative of Jackson County to
legislature at Montgomery.

While he was Indian Commissioner, Andrew Jackson spent
much of his time during the summers in Dorans Cove settling land
disputes with the Indians. Colonel Raulston and Major James
Doran worked with and were of g r e a t assistance to Andrew

Jackson in the
formulation of the
Indian Treaty of
1817-1819. Many
times Raulston and
his wife were invited
to the Hermitage as
President Jackson’s
gues t .

Congress passed a
law in 1834 to remove
the Indians from
Tennessee, Alabama
and Georgia. At this

The or ig ina l two story s p r i n g house stands t i m e , Chief Woods
today. conveyed his entire

reservation to Major
Doran for the right to live with him and to sit at the head of his table
until death should pa r t them.

A building used asa school and a church was erected in the cove
in the early 1800's. Famous men asJudge John T. Raulston ( o f the
Scope’s t r i a l ) and Dr. George Raulston (great grandsons of Col.
J a m e s ) attended school there. In later years, Walter Raulston

MSHS
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(great-great grandson of Col. James) also attended school in the
same building. The building is standing today.

Dorans Cove is known today for the national monument - Russell
Cave - and the p a r t Russell Cave played in the ancient Indian
cultures of this area. Submitted by: Willie Mae Raulston, 51790 US
Hwy 72, Bridgeport, AL 35740. Compiled And Edited By: Ernestine
Raulston
Sources: “The Raulstons a n d the P a r t They Played in American
History” by J. Leonard Raulston. “My Lifetime Experiences in Woods
Cove” by Walter A. Raulston

History Of The Town Of Woodville
When the late J.R. Kennamer, S r . , w r o t e the history of

Woodville in the 1940s, he penned these words: “Some of it ( t h e
history) has n o t always been i n a g r e e m e n t w i t h other
information.”

Fif ty y e a r s later, that statement holds even m o r e truth. Mr.
J.R.’s The Story of Woodville remains our best resource in looking
at our t o w n , particularly how we came to be Woodville and o u r
early history. Then, t o o , so much has transpired since 1950, it is
necessary to combine Mr. J.R.’s efforts with o u r own knowledge of
our history since then.

F i rs t , a look at our
earliest beginnings,
as Mr. J.R. portrayed
them.

Many believe that
the first non-native
Americans to see the
p r e s e n t s i te o f
Woodville came from
N o r t h Carolina.
Even today, m a n y
who call Nor th
Alabama home trace
their ances t r y back
to the Carolinas. No
one knows exactly
who or when the first

non-native Americans saw the site where Woodville w a s later
bui l t , but there were already four log cabins in the area when
Henry Derrick settled in Old Woodville around 1815. Mr. J.R,
wro te that it w a s no t even known if the cabins were built by
Indians or by hunters and traders who dealt w i th the native
Americans, but it was documented that Indians had built a cedar
log cabin in Kennamer Cove. We know that Cathedral Caverns
was the home of many Indians and archaeologists have discovered
many remains and relics in the massive opening of the caverns.

Woodville is the oldest town in Jackson County. Jackson County
was created by an act of the legislature meeting in Huntsville on
December 13, 1819, making Jackson County one day older than

the State of Alabama
itself.

In 1821, Decatur
County was created
by the Alabama
Legislature. It was
taken from Jackson
County. Mr. J.R.
w r o t e that Decatur
County “extended
from the g r e a t bend
in the Tennessee
river to the south to
the Tennessee state
line o n the n o r t h ,
F l in t r i v e r on the
w e s t and to Sauta
Creek on the east.” A

legislative committee selected Woodville as the county seat of
Decatur County and it continued in that capacity unt i l Decatur
County was abolished by the legislature in 1825.

Woodville was a “hub of activity” in the late 19th and early 20th
century. Contributing to this activity w a s the manufacturing and
industries, the railroad, doctors, hotel and being on the first mail
route established from Huntsville to Chattanooga.

Woodville was incorporated on May 12, 1890, wi th Dr. D.H.
Little as mayor. The incorporation of Woodville was killed by an

Woodville Town H a l l

Gazebo Woodville Town Park

Met of the Alabama Legis
‘Weodville’s incorporation was
Emmett Woodall to serve a s :
elected.

Slince that t ime the following
Zemes R. Woodall 1912-1920; J
S e n e s , 1924-1928; Wi l l iam E.
3996-1940; P. Earl Kennamer, !
Welker J . K e n n a m e r , 1948-18

fi e m in the pass ing
y e a r s . The biggest
@igni tary t h a t t h e
Bresent generat ion
] m m recollect is a sen‑

f rem 1901-1909. I t

Geet he paid h is short

w e s  t r a v e l i n g  b y
t r a i n f r o m Chat ‑
t ameoga to Muscle
Schoals when he
made his s top here. A
scheduled lunch stop
at the Bailey Hote l
w e s cancelled because the t r a i
wmtil almost 3:00 p.m. That dz
© were ready for the presides
the t r a i n finally did a r r i ve , it st

Even though the Bailey c o t
President for a guest, it has bes
Gate and a famous ballerina.

The Bailey had a history of
t i e n in 1905. It had 20 r o o m s
Hotel had a reputation of havir
&2 years. The years took its toll
timguished itself. Submitted by:
Seurce: Jackson Co. Advertiser 1:

A Bart
Monroe Mullican was j u s t a

it when his Granddaddy’s hair
am old comb and some scissors
really didn’t know j u s t how to
ge t . After cutt ing Granddaddy ’ :
eermed, I could c u t anybodys. $
c a t s in the hollow.”

Monroe, at one time worked
taim near Paint Rock Valley. /
Textile Mi l l s , in Huntsville. In
imto the army. O n his r e t u r n , !
messee a few months, then retus

In the late 1950's, Monroe le
is native Princeton, Alabamz
that t i m e , Monroe was approac
ber shop i n E l o r a , o na little coz
lageof 300. That was about 35
6 years old.

In passing by the large panex
t ing there , alone, reading the
c u s t o m e r . Sometimes there w
i g h t or t e n , sitting along side
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the enterprising spirit of the keepers of such places to locate where
the roads brought the most trade.

As far back as 1833,one of these road s t o r e s was operated in Big
Coon Valley, on the road to Princeton, by James Lowery Allison. It
was at the foot of Cumberland Mountain, convenient to the farm‑
ers of Birmingham who did not care to go to Bellefont,Bolivar or
Princeton to trade. This store w a s the rendezvous of the rustics of
the leisure type, especially after the crops were p u t away. This
tryst ing place w a s the weekly scene of friendly chats, trading of
horses, c u r r e n t e v e n t s , gross hilarity, and often rough and tumble
fights.

Speaking of fights, there were many that took place, but as rec‑
ollection indicate, there were fewer shootings and stabbings in the
early days of the state than n o w. The test of manhood many times
w a s demonstrated in agil i ty, strength, and the force of the fist , but
no fights were ended without the participants shaking hands, thus
indicating the feelings of the people.

Saturday nights usually brought fresh accessions to Mr. Alli‑
son's s tore from the neighboring population, and as a result, the
store remained open usually late that night. Shopping was used as

an excuse to visit the
store, but m o r e often
the valley folks came
down on Saturday
n igh t j u s t t o m e e t
their friends. Espe‑
cially was this t r u e
since M r. All ison
operateda distillery
n e a r t h e s t o r e .
Whiskey and Brandy
we re  a lways  t o  be
found.

The w a t e r from a n
e x t r a la rge spr ing
suppl ied the dis‑
t i l l e r y wi th cool
wa te r. The brewing
r o o m was located on
the same side of the
road wi th the s t o r e ,
the foundation of
which stands today.
Of course in those
ear ly days there
were no laws against
the distilling of spir‑
i t , and it should be

remembered that no t all of the spirits manufactured by Mr. Alli‑
son were consumed for pleasure, since often the doctors prescribed
such products as medicine.

Near the distillery was located a w a t e r mi l l , which was used for
the purpose of grinding corn and wheat. Approximately fifty feet
upon the mountain the water leading from the big spring was
dammed behind a constructed wall of brick and stone. The water
was sent to the water wheel by means of an overhead trough, and
it was only during extra dry periods that this mill did not serve
satisfactorily. When the water flow seemed inadequate to supply
the power to do the grinding, another mill across the road was p u t
into service. This mill was operated by mule power, much like the
present sorghum mill. This system was much slower than the
water power. Just across the road, directly facing the store was the
tannery, also owned by Mr. Allison. With so many enterprises in
addition to farming, it was necessary that supplies and merchan‑
dise be secured with a great deal of difficulty. Mule teams were
sent to Nashville to get the necessities that could n o t be found
closer.

The attempted efforts to revive the groceryof the good ole times,
after the r e t u r n of the men from the War between the States,
proved abortive; and thus vanished these popular institutions.
Foreseeing the difficulties of operation during the approaching
conflict, J.L. Allison closed al l his operations and moved to Texas.
There are few memories m o r e pleasant to be remembered than
this old-fashioned “grocery” which has been discussed as a great
meeting place for the men of the day, when Birmingham was the
postoffice at the crossroads where Big Coon Valley began near
Coon Creek. The spring at this location still flows, and the passers‑
by a r e invited to enjoy the w a t e r, and while resting under the

James Lowery Allison
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shade of the t r e e s , they can be reminded that it was here that such
a famous meeting place was located ‐ the place that made Big
Coon famous. Many elections w e r e participated in at this spot,
since it was t h e voting place for District Nine. Truly Mr. Allison
was happy wi th such a location Submitted by:Betty W. Houston, 222
HoodDrive, Clinton, MS 39056

The B o i l i n gKet t le
John B. Borenof Larkinsville began the work ofext ract ing Nitre

from the Ore of Salt Peter Cave, prior to the Civi l War. The Con‑
federate Government took over the operation soon after war was

declared and began
making salt pe te r on
a large scale.

In the processing
o f the n i t r e , i t w a s
necessary to boil the
ore or d i r t in kettles.
The kettle seen here
is one of the smaller
ones, yet it is one of
the original kett les
used in the process‑
i n g of the nitre. The
kettle owned by Gen‑
t r y Hastings of the
Aspel community is
one hundred a n d

thirty seven years old. He uses it to water his cattle, today. It has
135 gallon capacity.

Mr. W.T. Bennet of Gurley, Alabama w a s sent to Selma, Alaba‑
ma in 1861, in a wagon to fetch 17kettles from the foundry. Gen‑
try’s kettle is one of those brought to Salt Peter Cave, at that time.
His father purchased it in 1950, for five dollars. It is jus t as sturdy
today, as ever. Submitted by: Committee.

The Bobo Inc l ine
From shortly after the t u r n of the century to sometime in the

1920's an interesting enterprise was operated by Dr. M. J. Bobo
and his son Claude Bobo. As the Sand Mountain settlers were t ry ‑
i ng to clear the massive forests to expand their farming land,
tremendous amounts of logs were available for the lumber indus‑
t r y. Many were split into railroad ties to be shipped to the ra i l cen‑
t e r s . However, without reasonable roads, transportation of the
timber wasa problem; particularly down the side of the mountain.

Dr. Bobo came up with a solution for the problem. He const ruct ‑
ed an incline going down the side of the mountain to the ferry
landing which would carry a load of lumber down on freight cars,
and bring back needed supplies for the mountain settlers. Dr. Bobo
called his incline the Jay Bird Southern Railroad. It was a straight
line from the river to the top of the mountain which was pulled up
the mountain by a cable. It took about 15minutes to make the t r i p
one way.

When accepting an invitation to visit the incline site in 1919 a
local reporter noted: “when our car r u n up to Bobo’s Incline near
Pisgah, we thought we had r u n into some big Chattanooga lumber
yard. It looked like to me there were acres of land literally covered
in lumber ready to beshipped.”

There were also plans to construct amonument near this site to
the soldiers from Jackson County which had fallen in World War I.
It was projected to be a 132 foot tower on a natural rock formation,
which would rise nearly 1,000 feet above the Tennessee River.
There was to be an observation platform 20 feet from the top. The
surrounding park would have an auditorium whereby meetings
could be held. Unfortunately, the monument and park were never
realized. Submitted by: Topical Committee.
Sources: ( 1 ) “A Sand Mountain Enterprise”, The Progressive Age,
7/29/19. ( 2 ) “Logging ... Sand Mountain Style”, The Sand Mountain
Booster ‐ The Jackson County Advertiser, 3/23/78, p.p. 1-2.

Vat where saltpeter was processed at Gentry
Hastings Farm

Brewer Mounta in
Brewer Mountain, which is mentioned several times throughout

this document, is about five miles long and two miles wide. It lies
between Esti l l Fork and Larkin. The w e s t side o f the m o u n t a i n i s
bordered by Larkin Valley which is a spur off Paint Rock Valley.
The east side o f the m o u n t a i n i s bordered b y Paint Rock Valley a t
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carrousel allowed two bottles to be capped while t w o were filling,
and the third position let the opera to r remove t w o finished bottles
and replace them with clean empty ones. H a l f pints went to the
schools. Pints and qua r t s were delivered to homes and stores.
Cans were taken to the cheese plant or sold to larger processors
such as Happy Valley Farms located in Rossville, GA.

To the le f t was a washroom where a l l the utensils w e r e
scrubbed and disinfected for the n e x t use.

The fourth area was the feed r o o m for storage of crushed c o r n ,
hay and supplement froma tractor-driven hammer mill. Running
the feed mi l l was similar to being caught in a noisy Oklahoma dust
storm.

Wintertime feed, called silage, was stored in an upright concrete
silo, twelve feet in diameter and 30 feet high. Grain sorghum, mil‑
let and other grain crops were used. But corn seemed to do best.
The corn was cut just after i t matured, yet while i t was st i l l green.
We used a machine called a silage cut te r. The implement was
pulled through the field behind a t r a c t o r, while i t c u t the stalks
near the ground and chopped them into fragments small enough
for the cows to consume easily. The cu t t e r s were extremely sharp
as the youngest son can attest to , he only has to tr im the nails on
eight fingers now. After the stalks were chopped, they were blown
into a wagon towed behind the cutter. The wagons were pulled to
the silo and unloaded into a conveyor feeding a blower that forced
the material up througha pipe outside the silo and over the top
where it fell down inside. The feed was kept w e t during the fill ing
process which caused it to go througha natural pickling or pre‑
serving process. The cattle loved the feed, but the run-off from the
bottom of the silo caused a terrible odor. Car windows usually
went up before they reached o u r place, and the children on passing
school buses rushed to raise the windows before they were stifled
with the smell. I understand a bus full of the stench could accom‑
pany you all the way to Crow Mountain.

Dean’s Dairy was located .7 mile north of Five Points on Tupelo
Pike. It existed from the late 40’s until mid 60’s and w a s owned
and operated by W. G. Dean with the help of his sons , Robert and
Will iam Jr. and other hired help. Submitted by: John Kel ler, 402
County Road328, Scottsboro, AL 35768.
Sources: Personal Knowledge from sources.

The Fast Woodvil le F i ve
In 1928, Woodville H igh School w a s a 1-story, wooden frame

building with the famil iar white drop-siding seen on m a n y old
homes in the community. Out front was a well. The students took
tu rns pumping the long handle to draw w a t e r and keep the buck‑
ets ful l in the classroom. Each student hada cup, usually t in , and
filled it from the dipper in the bucket. The gym was a separate
bui lding just large enough to house the basketball c o u r t . The
gym’s walls defined “out-of-bounds” for the players. Seating was
ona raised platform that cantilevered out from the court like a
second floor balcony. Basketball was the center of attention for
the students and the community.

The t e a m members lived for basketball. After practice, the boys
had chores to do ‐ gather fire wood, feed the hogs, cows, chick‑
ens, work in gardens and fields, but after chores and on Sundays,
when cousins came to vis i t , they to played year ‘round basketball.
The team competed against the four high schools in Jackson
County: Bridgeport, Pisgah, Scottsboro, and DAR at Grant.

Wearing clean overalls and simple -plain dresses, the communi‑
ty members, who could get there and afford the 10 cents to get i n ,
attended the games. Families walked o u t of the Cove, Kennamer
Hol low, and off the mountain to cheer the team to victory.

The t e a m members were Arnold Bishop, Garland Campbell,
Tom Prince, Howard Kennamer and Henry Evans. The two sub‑
stitutes were Sanford Roberts and Paul Evans. It was an exciting
year for basketball. Arnold’s brother, Edward , played for DAR
and, with the ongoing rivalry between the t w o schools, the entire
commun i t y tu rned o u t to see brother play against brother.
Woodville also had a great coach, Cecil Chambers, recruited from
Sand Mountain and wise in al l the tricks of the game. With his
experience, Coach Chambers leveled the playing field a g a i n s t the
rest of Jackson County.

Henry Evans played forward, one of 12 children, they lived in
Evans’ Cove where the house still stands today. Howard Ken‑
namer lived in Woodville, his father was a storekeeper and his
sister was Ms Birdie Kennamer, a teacher at Woodville for many
years.
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Tom Prince lived on a farm off the Old Stage Coach Road.
Arnold Bishop’s fami l y moved to Kennamer’s Cove the year
before, but Arnold wanted to finish school at Woodville so he
walked the 3 miles to school.

Getting to an “away” game w a s always a challenge. However,
the t e a m members a l w a y s managed to l ine up transportat ion
for each game. Everybody walked to school. There were no school
buses and very few cars. One or t w o of the few cars in the commu ‑
n i t y would be available and a player or a s t o r e keeper would
drive. The storekeepers helped in a n y w a y. Sometimes they
even gave a player his ball shoes, if he did n o t have the $2.98 to
buy a pair.

The Progressive Age conservatively reported March 15, 1928:
“The Woodville Basketball team was the winner of the Loving
Cup ... ( f u r n i s h e d b y Drug Sundries Company) ... Pisgah was the
contender in the finals and fought stubbornly for the first place,

but were defeated by
the fast Woodvi l le
five, who, exhibited
s o m e real basket‑
ball.”

I n r e a l i t y, the
c o u n t y t o u r n a m e n t ,
at Scottsboro, was a
dog fight from end‑
to-end. The big game
w a s between
Woodville and Pis‑
gah for the Jackson
C o u n t y  C h a m p i -
onship. The coach
h a d  t r a i n e d  t h e
t e a m well, they used
e v e r y p lay i n the
book ‐ it was w a r

and any thing w a s fair. If a Pisgah player tried to take the ball
away, the Woodville player knew how to clamp down with his a rm
‐ Pisgah was charged with holding and Woodville go t 2 shots for
a foul. The fast Woodvile five was all over the court. If Pisgah was
guarding the basket, Woodville could whip around and sink the
ball from the foul line. Then it w a s back up under the basket,
quick as an eye, leaving Pisgah behind and Woodville scored an
additional t w o points. They were all ove r the c o u r t and it was t w o
points every t ime they shot. Pisgah’s players racked up fouls
against Woodville time and time again. After Woodville shot the
foul shots, a Pisgah player might even find the heavy foot of a
Woodville player planted squarely on his foot when the t e a m s
jumped to recover the ball. Woodville did play some real basket‑
ball when they won the County Tournament that year, and to this
day the old-timers in the community still talk about what a great
t eam, what a great coach, what a g r e a t year for basketball it was
in 1928.

The only members of the t e a m still alive is Garland Campbell
who lives in Scottsboro and Henry Evans who lives in Sheffield,
Al. Henry w e n t to work for T VA , moved arounda lot , and both his
family and Edward Bishop’s family w e n t to school and church
together in C l in ton , Tennessee, during the 1960's. Today Edward
Bishop and his wife, Mattie Lou Clay Bishop, live at Butler’s Mil l .
Submitted by: Edward S. Bishop, 6951 Butler M i l l Road, Woodville,
AL 38
Soure

Bishop, Campbell, Prince, Kennamer, Evans,
Chambers ( C o a c h )

Personal knowledge, pictures, and newspaper.

A Daughter ’s Memories Of
H e r F i r e fi g h t i n g Father

I was only five years old and my sister, Vicki was seven when
o u r dad, Lonnie Webb began his new job with the Scottsboro Fire
Department in 1964. At this time there were only four paid fire‑
fighters: Chief E. V. Bishop, Assistant Chief Porter Dawson, Cap‑
t a i n Floyd ( S h a n k ) D a w s o n , and firefighter Mi lbourn (Nip)
Dawson. My dad made the n e w fifth firefighter. I w a s much too
y o u n g to realize the danger that w e n t with dad’s n e w job. I
instead s a w only fun and excitement. When the radio went off,
dad dropped whatever he was doing, plugged his flashing red
l ight in to the c a r , turned his siren o n , and away he w e n t to
the fire that had called him away. Other things that I found
exciting about dad’s job were the parades, summer picnics, visits
to the fire department and of course we al l looked forward to the

Ceristmas part ies.
The firefighters
wade th is 2 special
tame f o r t h e i r chi l‑
dren a n d famil ies
w i t h v i s i t s f r o m
S a n t a , good f e e d ,
wnd time s p e n t w i th
each other. Af ter a l l
these y e a r s , the
f a m i l y Christmas
p e r t y i s s i l l 2 w a d
tien held today.

As I grew older. I
vealized the re w e s
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Nexrad Doppler Radar
The Nexrad

Doppler Radar at
Hy top , in Jackson
County Alabama is a
n e w addition for the
small c o u n t r y t o w n .
The dome was p u t in
place in Apri l 1997.
Rep. Bud C r a m e r
was instrumental in
getting the radar for
Jackson County. The
r a d a r w e n t i n t o
operat ion in J u l y
1997. This radar will
be a big plus for the
c o u n t y . Submi t ted
by: Book Committee.
Source: Public knowl‑
edge.

“a

NexradDoppler Radar

Stevenson Locals
A Scottsboro newspaper clipping dated December 18, 1873:
“The first par ty of the season was given by Dr. D.M. Graham
last Fr iday night in his new commodious residence, about
one hundred persons were presen t , and everything went off
splendidly. Good music was was provided and dancing w a s
kept up until daylight commenced to dawn.

The supper prepared for the guest was deserving of special
praise, no expense was spared. The long table was loaded
down with good things. Altogether the affair was a perfect
success , and Dr. Graham and wife will long be remembered
by those who enjoyed their bounteous hospitality.

The bridal par ty of Dr. R.R. C o t n a m , who on Thursday
last , was united in wedlock to the pret ty Miss Ellen Jones of
the Southside, we re at the pa r t y affording al l present, the
pleasant opportunity of saluting the fair bride.

H. Bunn’s new store is nearly completed and is really a
magnificent building. We are informed that Mr. Bunn pro‑
poses to give his friends a dance in his house before putting
in his new stock of goods, which we are sure will be very
pleasant.

Submitted by: Book Committee.
Source: 1873, Scottsboro Newspaper Clipping.

Outhouses
Call it what you will ‐ toilet, privy, facility, splinter inn , hill‑

side chapel, holey place, depository ‐ the outhouse was a most
essential p a r t of early homes in Jackson County. Regardless of

how well they were
built ( o r vent i lated),
they were seldom
pleasant places to
l inger, especially in
the heat of the sum‑
mer or the cold of the
winter. Spiders were
attracted to outhous‑
es and one had to
keep a sharp lookout
for them. Snakes
w e r e also known to
take up residence.
The poss ib i l i ty  o f

meeting up with one of these unwelcome guests also hurried peo‑
ple on their way. Perhaps that is why large families managed to
survive with only one such structure, usually located well away
from the house.

‘An out of date Sears Roebuck catalog was a standard, dual pur‑
pose accessory in the outhouse.

18

Designs varied, from the basic cubicle with bench seat and sin‑
gle “ o n e size fits all” opening, to a stepped bench with several
openings of varying dimensions to accommodate the breadth of
family members. Some litt le youngsters were known to have di:
covered the pitfalls of trying out “Papa’s” more generous accommo‑
dations!

‘An ornamental opening might be provided in the upper p a r t of
the door to allow light to enter. A crescent seems to have been con‑
sidered the traditional shape of this opening but n o t many were
found in this area. More deluxe accommodations might even have
a window! The user left the door ajar at night for added lighting.

Door locks were not considered necessary.
The reservoir was treated periodically with lime or wood ashes

for insect control.
‘After dark excursions were so dreaded that some enterprising

individual was inspired to invent a portable receptacle called a
chamber pot, which could be kept under the bed for nighttime con‑
venience.

Halloween, for whatever reason, seemed to inspire the boys to
assert their masculinity by sneaking around at night and over‑
turning these outbuildings. There was some risk involved in this
sport ‐ there was the danger of fal l ing in the reservoir in the dark
after the structure was toppled, and there was always the possibil‑
i t y that someone might be in residence.

‘After bathrooms moved indoors, some families kept the old facil‑
i t ies in reserve for a number of years, “just in case - ”. Submitted
by: Committee (prepared by Ralph S. Mackey)
Sources: “Memories”

Paynes D r u g Store
Paynes Drug Store, located on the corner of the Jackson County

courthouse square. Paynes Drug closed i ts doors after 122 years of
operation.

It was originally established in 1869 by Dr. W.H. Payne. The
s t o r e was always a
favorite m e e t i n g
place. D u r i n g the
40’s and 50’s, they
provided curb side
service, orders of hot
dogs, ice cream and
founta in  dr inks .
They also made
home d e l i v e r i e s ,
which boys made on
bicycles. Sometimes
as many as six “Soda
Jerks”  would be

i n o ’ 5 employed to serve
Payne's (1997) the crowds.

Payne's, a s i t i s called today, i s a r e s t a u r a n t , where young and
old alike come for lunch. It is the only place in t o w n where you can
get the famous Hot Dog with the red slaw, which is the best you
can find. Here you can also find homemade cakes baked fresh, and
served by the slice. Submitted by: Book Committee
Source: The Daily Sentinel newspaper, personal knowledge.

Pierce Mines
The Pierce brothers owned several thousand acres at Limrock in

the McAllister Sinks and at Fork Mounta in , located on the top of
the Cumberland mountains, this area is now Skyline. The Pierces
built a rail way that ran through Gentles Cove where a Tipple was
located and continued on to the top bench of the m o u n t a i n , Just
above McAllister Sinks and on to a second Tipple and inc l ine,
North by Wininger to Fork Mountain to the third tipple, from here
the tracks went to Big Hollow, where they stopped.

These same mines still contain coal today, although it has been
many years since any min ing has been done in them. The big rail
car had a n a m e , “Old Hulley”. The miners named her this because
they thought of mining as Hulling out the mountain side. A large
min ing camp was built for the miners to live i n , in the McAllister
Sinks. Coal mining was said to have been prosperous in this area
during that time.

The men working the mines were n o t paid in money, but with
brass tokens. These tokens were used as was money. They could
use them to pay for medicines and even Doctors. The Pierce min‑
i n g co. w a s headquartered in Buffa lo , New York. The company

a e c a b b e du pthe little bax:
Sheng? Take x! Take 2Will,the i n s p e c t e rSint w =
Get be oot & jest the seme’ TI
Geented omport of what & nowt

“Zhe old Colum Post Ofice'



61

qeyajoredsemAQuNODuosyoerYSno1yyeUuT[UTeUITISPONeuL,
“Apoygqndepiapyiompautedspew[etsiaaoryu0o

deyy‘edeyLMpasieyopueules}Sreywiayynog&Woypatind
19MUSUIYeV[GoULUUdYMTESTUlATOZSIYapeulYooyyuIeg

“ueassauuay,paiemod-jasarpay}pue1a
-J22yM\eofparemod-seay}‘107e|‘pue[eroadgstydurayyay}o10M
asayySuoury“ysoyyutegpuraT[tApoony“yooyWHT‘a[fasuryze]
‘or0gsi}09g‘poomé][oH]“1apoe,J‘uosuaaagyeSuddoys‘<epyoes
Aqunoguosyoeppasessures}JeBuassedusloyINogXISETETU]

“OPINJauLi0;ay}pazesadoyorym‘KemjreywisyynogSuyeais
‘saut][reiAuewpoiepljosuoopuepazturZi0eiues“g’f“6ST
jostueday}[QUNspeortes1ayi0AqpayesadosemOWUL

“queutuopueges.indsay}a1ojaqsvatMajB10}OVW
Bunsauu0say}02[eospayddnsyoryassoutw‘09[eoguowagayy
03YDoYyWITwoYOUpajonIysUODsemAndsa|TW-XISBGSTUl

“quaulayjesSururw[oov“UUay‘aULIQyepayeUrULis}pue
‘yoda8pugjoyyi0uafteuoYyoueigAal[eaatyoqenbagayyWoy
paBzaarpaul]ayy,“ZEITUlpauopuegesem41FOBTUtI[Mg"YouLrg
aa0gsueIO(]ay}seUMOUY<[feutSLOandsa[TW-QT&‘YoUBIgaULIC
ay}semuoIsuedxesty3jopeg“AeMeYsmo]“IgBPeZoouRNLYD
‘ay[tAyseNey}poureualsemONSurpuedxeoy}sozgT2y}UT

“uuay,‘SangsyigYyNogUlpeioyenbpeay
aurpoys&‘peorpreyAaljeAaryoyenbagay}saynqNsuooyouwsqsty}
joJURUWALOY,“PESTUl“UUA,‘a[[lAayig0)papuayxasem‘19gT
Urpaqajduios“uuay‘1edsep0}yodaspugwoyuoni0dayy,“0d
-e8pugJoyyi0usysasoqut[eooaaras0}youeigAaq[eAaryaienbag
ayyJoUoIONAysUODUeBAqOPN04}aeMay}JOYEsp0YS

“saysTuLITysApoo|qJosazisa4amUO
-B481YBtaysoroqsyjosgpueyodaspugyeaSpuqayyoptyAue
Je1apagay}40340jUa9A|ddnssofewesemUOSUaAaIg“eS0OUEy
~4eYQ03Surpea]sauiazze[tes943SuLko.ysapuayypueSuryesodopa
-jeusayesarueSuisoddg‘AJunoDuosyorfutsuoressdoArey]
YSOUIJO19}U9994}Ie919MSpeOITTeIay}IeAA[LAINey}SuLMG

-queidzeaponu
SVAL0}outandseetaaulureutay}03payxUl]aqpynomaqugjaT[ag
Jaze]Sivax“UTSSpoomATOH]Sem[esNyatSazUOJaT[ag“aur,ay
uoqurodqsazeauay}uoNeIgaqugaTjagSuryew“peosresay)avy
0}pautpapauojat[agyeasAyuNOD“FINsempRospEYORVafew
-1LZ24}UaYApazwarosem‘PpoomA||OHYJaze]‘UOILIgaqUOJeTI9g

“Aepsty}0
S@ALAIMS[BapSsoUIsNgSIY]‘eSoouezEeYD0}UOsUaAaIgWOYs[rer
219y1asn07OPNey3Aed07peyOPWa4]“UosUararrs32OPN
24?YIMpayury‘stydwayywo.Surpying‘peospreyuoqsa[seyD

siydwoyoy}LeST “jodap1yBiaufosogsqoagay)ysodsyjod‘mojut_YY“38x04UOT!9Y}
rbd}UOISANIXA“LEELdSONIDYwiayINOSBuryedroyues10ze[N

“cz~vodspurlAqpayeaio
stmuosuaraig

“&yunoo
ay}Ulyor}ourpureUr
JOSalt$Zpapnyour
puesarzioayesoweu
Sitpoyury“PestUL
Ayunooayiy8noiy3
poeyejdwmoo‘peor
[leyBSooueieyO
BeaAyseN24L
“sjayreupreoqeas
oruenyyaa

apes}SuryaessisusojsomAuewJoyAressaoausemAjUNODUOsyoRL
BuIsIaABL],“YSVOOySvaay}0}BZOoUL}eYOpayul|siresQCSTMg

“speoareapue
skemystysadns‘siaati‘sureqyunowAqpaulioy.X,,SnouLIOUaUejo
4aquaday}3saryAIDYL,“JeATYsessouuay,AyYyStuoyAqpauLioy
suleqUnoWpue[ioquingay)jodedayyulsal]eSoourey

“qsanb
AImquad-YISTUOWWODBseMs}iodvasUIA}sva0}SJeYIeUUIAIsAM
SurIyUry]“esoouezEYyOpuesjayreWJearyiddississtusemjeq
‐U0T}BI0]d19a}ze13sBUTAJUNODUosyDerindAydeaZo0ax

“Aqunoday}ysnory)aured
Kay“AyunoDuosysep0}auredspeosresyey}YONUIOsyousj]

AIOSTHpeoapreyAjyunoguosyoee

“SLOT‘9%Yorey‘ouTUINg
asIpeiegaulysuyOAqjaunuagAyreqey}JojuazqLiMajoay:a0In0g

‘aanTuUoyay?:Xqpaznugng*19{ULMay}UIS1aqeoypue
daWUMs9Y}UTSutoTpuodsreaavyAeyyInq‘siaLLieday}aye}07

pasnFT12Y}aU!ay}JoUOTDBy=UTSIBDa[qeIIOJWODsUYUTseynOI
atey}punoiedizhey}opAjuojon“AepozAofuaAayysadequeape
ay}SulfofuaaqpnomsaaXojduie[eysogaysivady10YsMayeATCO
UIyey}WeaipSIaLLIwo[BMIPURSi9ISPUNSOgP]O24}PIPaT

“adUYJOISOga101gSUMP943pares
42219YUPURpuogasooyUsaMjaqa1dyAauIOSaUOJeyQOUR[TNS
puy“eSpuqay3ysedysnf“yoorgYULMojaqa[[IAUospoq]paTye>
ABELLAaI]&ULUOsemLay,“AqaUOSSKepUTSIdIYOIS0gYIM
passa[q[JemsemvaseAeMYSIYayftasiaquNyayyey}suasI]

“a104}ployaiomsSulppamAue“Jeysturul‘saaey‘aody‘poST[UN
Q6STWora10j1gsyseg3eJouOsTeYyDINYDIsIWdegpuogasooy
aUL“YBno][NQoWs9UeDAqJoysVaUNIUdaqpeYI“s1vAA40}a19q3
dayseuljsogsemuopueig"gauQ“AUojoDpuogasooyay}07speay
JY}PEOLBY}UOpazZdO]SEMadIYOIS0g10}gS¥IegP]Ooy]

“hepay}10}Aeaeaq
0}peyayUaYyMJoYyze}19Y10}‘Q’gay}deay07pasnays‘[4L3BuNos
Bse“yey?palequioweisakepy“sayy“AJUNOD9y}Ulpeyst|qeyse
ASIaY}JOGUOSEMadLYOySOgEINEaU],‘ad1YOySogeINegPIO
ay}JOJaysewysog943sem‘seatJo}‘OYASI[OHWO,Jo1934Znep
ay}semsakey‘Sy“SHILJOSTUT-J9jseUIySOgayyAqUINTIOD
38‘O'dPIO94}3epresay}UlpaliuieuLsemayspresayg“AepSup
-pamJoy<|awapAxaparoquiowias‘peade3‘sakeyYW“SIN

‘1943aoejdyoo)ssurppem
Aueyy“104STulurystpoyJ!&osjesemoya‘seg“gSeWOY],seM
aaseujsogey],‘punoisduregsysegpjoay}IveuogAemystyYo
‘edeyosJjepuey1vaupazeoo]semaoyjQysoguMI[ODploaut,

“Auo[ogpuogasooyoy}suStyYmJoxedUOpaye20j
SemI‘O'dSty?Jopuaoy}semyey,jouresayyysnf41403ayyng
AdYJO380gSurpue’y]suNjAe']oy)JURAJ.UpIpJoJadsuTay}‘TAM.

oid!MBL[1YSjSurys
SIY}OY],jue‘Yay,‘plespuexoq91331]aydnpaqqei3py
‘Jleswrypeonpo.yurpuesoopay}ulpayyemayway“eYJOIS0g
ayayay04Aqaureasxoyadsut[ezsoday}JoouoauTT}sty}NOgY

“aOUYJO3SO_943YIMpuNoseJoo}07awyoupey
aypuesayeeas0}we}U0I}00aBzL]vpeYypySunog-(xoqses [reusBsem‘KemayAq‘yoryar)Bo4JZO4SOgay}JOatedaye}0}BUO
OUSBMA194}pueoUTT]UTESay}38|]!BUILIAq19]SISPULJOyIEJOUL
*0109S3309§JO‘PAYUO0z30D,,paleo‘sseaspougpyo7e]9y}JoJaysts
puesayiey043AqUNIsemBJOISOgSurpue’y]suryse]ploeu,

jsyjuouz
daly}SAYOY}10jArETeSstysemJey“dureysquadZauOpjospey
ay‘JaSPUNJSOYJOUIOH{seSyIUOUaa1y4SIYS,UOapryjopusoyy
TV‘syquouaa1y3Alandpred403Jayseuysogay}ouey}JW“UT
Y001“O'd043AouoULay}103ysnfGofayaye}p[nomaypreswoapry
joaureuay}Aqeur&‘sayseUNSOg&papaausoIJO3S0gJ@UIOP243
uayMa0UQ‘suvakAuBut10ja10y}JoyseunjsodsemjJayoqtAuuyor
“peosjadsyoy}pueAemyStyajjtasiaqunyay}usemjoqpeoray}uO
payeoo|‘JouLOHpayedaodAqUladyJO3SOgPjOUeSEMaT0y],

“AYUNODUOSYDELUTSAdTJOISOg[Zee
ayJOauIOSsyNOGesjoRJSuNsetazUIaUIOsparoquiswiedYyooURH

“qofay}103seppiq
ySaMo[ay}pueuOpiqsemgofoy}‘peaysulyngAxeyesByepalty
youaromAoYT,‘AVPo}posaatjapSI3SB‘xISJopwaysuTYaomeSeuTTy
9014}[FEWay}paeldatjopStol4te[BINAploay}shesyooour_

“£33nqeulsaynosasay
YyAom0}SINOYaULU10ZYS1eYoo}3]“deys,utqqog3eyoautospue
urequnow243dnaynosstyuopaadoiduay3pfnomayy“[rewgaynoy
ay}Josdeqaay40«mojay}dnyord03AepAronaaoeldowesay}Ie
yooourpyouruay}pureysAYaINoAAJUNOD[[eYsAeyUIYOMPnom
ssoin)“AquNOD[[eYysreyyjoyxedpue¢aynoyparsatjapssornueAIg
[Sa1,pure[rewZaynoyoy}pasaatfepyoooury‘suvotso1rVeUy

“arayyS1BatUdAas4SBISTYUadsaf]“UOI}EI0]JUaSeIds7zI0}Ua?
purearenbsay3joapisyseaay}uOSurpjing103901gay}07paaour
TOIL]4]“2G[AAMTUOpaqedo]SBM4‘BOOISOgay}4OfYI0M
0}JUOMYDooURH]vor]SoMUYAA“Jo}seUNSOgSeSyIeg“WWSourEE
WIM“FORT‘OTABTYPayst[qeasesemayJOISogorOGQs}09gay],

Se0T30380dPIO
PsofsBuryyoy

opm:qpayimgng‘ual[yuosLiueyutuefuegjoA10}saag“18q3
-ejpueinjeois-yeoin)Auosyesemulwelueg‘souTUIay}paysom
UdT[YUOSlueyurlwelueg‘Jeyyejpuess19H-AOTINHPIO.BO
[994M&uaadpuesayids‘yoRI3a4}JosyxedpunyAayy‘osesievak
0€mMogeAq1odoidayySutknguodE“Aepoy‘aatypsgysBuryemystg
pueyoeroroyamAqiadorday}ssoioeuesAem[redayyjoyyedayy,

“AJ@AISNOXO‘SAoUTUBY}JoSpaau9Y}paatasAdy,“UMO
Alay}Joaedyoo}Aay}‘ai0js[eauaypueyUeGUMOstpeYazsq

Suedurosay,“y0ksan‘OEE
-UIUeoJ8IgaU],“SIOPoguasspa:
[nooSay],“Aeuousemsepasmass
Yjlmynq‘Aeuoururpredjouazmms

BaleSty]UIsnoisdsoidusaqassye
JISTTVOW94)Ur“UTaay]02Suse
aie]Y“opisureyunowaymoSay
asnedaqSty}JeypeweUsisumEagg,
[rea31qayy“wayutsa0pUseqSey
useqsey3tysnoqaye*Sepoyfeosome

“poddoysSarnazqm:
araywoy‘addypanyaq;63expe
‘auljoutpuea[ddrypucoes&@3as
qsnp‘ureyunowsyJoTouagGayag
semolddiy,&araymas09sapesygS
Sadd0lqAY]“SUTTAySmouStBaresm
J0doyay}uopazecoy‘ureymegg==,
UlyDoIWITy78Savepuesnoy}pezanae

pure“ysauypaxfeqsaxoapeuamngie
NodysaqOU}STUTA“METSparSey
uednogaraynW403UtcoefSpee
pueSunofaueyam‘quemeqsar©st

“spmorayn
aaies03pasojdua
aqplnomsysep
epog,,xIsseAuewse
soujauI0g“sa[24o1q
uoapewsfoqyor
‘saleatjapam0y
apemosjesayy
‘syulIpurequnoy
pueureaisaor‘sZop
oyJosiapio‘aotares
aptsqunopaptaosd
Aout‘s.ogpues.oF
ayiSutang‘aoeyd
Buyeewaz1i0ary
BSBMESEM91035
eUL“euked“HMIdAq69ST&Be
JosavakZZ]JayesioopsypesopSai
Aqunoguosysepay;Jo18u20aeaw

a107gSng:

(Gnomes e
pannugng-,-aseoutysnt,‘sreadye
-[BJploay}yaysarprareysuns“sane

“usps
-[!q1ssoday}skemyesemaustpusps
ACP94}UlJoArasai9y}UlSuTpPEs ye.
STY}UIPeA[OAUTYSUsuOSSemamy
-J9A0pue74StujepunoreSuryesus
01sXoqay}autdsut07pouises“ueses

YooauYSTU103peqaq}sapunpag
Bpaleoajpeqydecaiajqeziod©yaaa
Sutsudiejueauiosyey3pepeaupes2

SeysepoomJOauIT]YiimATTeospermad
“Aressa03upas

“SuQYst]peppe1037410yerefeaa
aaeyWade24stsuONepoUTOCOSam
aieAUeUIJouyngSutuadosayyes
~U0dUdaqaAeY0}SUISaSJaISADye
Joyedsaddnoy3utpepiosdoqsea
-oululod08snoisuasalow_sedezyas
-SIP2avy0}UMOUHalam‘siaysSumae
JOYipeeiqay}eJepourMOoeoysum
TeIaAesYIIMyousqpaddays=oy“Be
-UISPU2eaSYOUTIMspPeqEDsem



“Railroads in Jackson County |

railroad’s Chattanooga Division. The Dixie Flyer, the Dixie Limit‑
ed and later the Georgian were passenger trains plying the “Dixie
Line”. The NC&StL merged into the Louisville & Nashville Rail‑
road in 1957.

Railroad mail and passenger service in Jackson County ended in
the 1960s, but freight traffic continues to grow. CSX Transporta‑
t ion, successor to L & N , retains an office in Bridgeport. The beauti‑
fu l 1917 Spanish mission-style stat ion is being refurbished to
house historical exhibits.

Stevenson’s handsome 1880s brick station is home to a history
m u s e u m and the cen te r for the annual Depot Days.

Norfolk Southern R a i l w a y, formed from the 1982 Southern/Nor‑
folk & Western merger, has recently transferred ownership of the
antebellum Scottsboro freight depot to the city. Plans a r e for a
railroad history exhibit to be housed in the brick building. Scotts‑
boro’s former passenger station was removed from downtown sev‑
eral years ago and stands in a local resident’s yard.

The tracks of two rail giants still cross Jackson County. For the
most par t those tracks follow the rights-of-way surveyed in the
mid-19th century. Although life along the tracks has changed, the
mission of the railroad remains the same. And Chattanooga still
woos the iron ribbon from the west. Submitted by: R. Daniel Proc‑
to r, 5728 Westover Dr. , Knoxville, TN 37919.

The Rock Store
The Rock Store was built at Skyline during the 1930's, and has

always been “the” place to be, if you were a young or old person.
Saturday and Sunday evenings were spent at the store, pitching
horse shoe or playing checkers and dominoes. It never mattered
how young you were, you were a pa r t of the crowd and got your
tu rn . At times there would be thirty to forty people playing the
games.

There has been many owners and managers of the Rock store
over the years, but every one of them were nice, friendly and liked
by the community. The store was called a Commissary at fi rs t ,
when it was built during the time, Skyline became a community,
through a government aided project.

I have fond memories of my childhood spent at the Rock Store.
Having an older sister, I w a s allowed to be there a lot. Our home
w a s less than 1/4, mile from the store. Thinking back to those hap‑
pier t imes, I recall exactly how it was to e n t e r those big old doors
with bars on them.

The first thing I saw wasa long glass enclosed candy counter.
There w a s every kind of candy behind the sliding doors. Hershey
bars were much larger in those days and they were only 5¢. So
were all the candy bars, soft drinks were also 5¢. My favorites
were those l i t t le packs of strawberry, peanut butter and Banana
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kisses that cos t a penny a pack and had five kisses in them.
The cash register was located near the candy c o u n t e r and I can

almost see M r. Webb H i l l Sr. and M r. Gordon (Bobby) Wann
standing behind the c o u n t e r , eager to help me find what I needed.
Mother and Daddy would let us walk to the s t o r e , as we lived so
near. There was no need to fear our neighbors in those days.
Everyone knew one another and kept a watchful eye.

At the store one could find kerosene lamps, o i l for them, feed,
seed, fer t i l izer, s t o v e pipes, th read , needles, pins, cloth for making
ones o w n clothes, buttons, zippers, caps, hats , Liberty overalls,

shoes both for men
and w o m e n , a s well
as t w o or three styles
for ch i ld ren. Plow
lines, gloves, bridles
and  ho rse  co l l a rs ,
h u n g o n o n e side
wall.

M a n y food and
c lo th ing i t e m s , as
well as gasoline and
oi l were rationed at
that t i m e , because of
the w a r. I can recall
my mother having to

give sugar s tamps , along with money, to buy sugar, when i t was
available. Mother kept those Ration Stamps high up in a cabinet,
because without them y o u couldn’t buy the sugar or lard.

Inside the s t o r e , and o v e r to o n e side, hung long sticks of
bologna and sometimes, y o u would see a cured ham hanging, but
n o t often. Most folks on the mountain raised their o w n hogs for
k i l l i ng to have m e a t . Fresh eggs were almost always available.
The residents could sell them at the s t o r e , jus t l i ke in “L i t t le
House On the Prairie”.

Fresh frying chickens were caught right o u t in back of the store
in the chicken house. The store clerk tied their feet together and
you carried them home, screeching and flapping their wings in all
directions.

At one time the post office was located in the s t o r e , also a Bar‑
ber shop ( w h e n Hattie and A l f Stewart owned the s t o r e . ) There
has been many changes through the years, but the old store has
held it’s o w n , very wel l , My only hopeis ... “the Rock s t o r e wi l l
always be.” Submitted by: Book committee and Prepared by: M a r y
Allen Wallingsford, Skyline, AL
Source: Personal Knowledge

The Rol l ing Store
When we were growing up in the 1940's

in short supply at our house and there was barely enough for the
necessities. Candy, gum, and cokes were luxuries we did n o t often
have. When we did, it usually came from the big lumbering store
on wheels that came by our house once a week. It came down the
dirt road trailing a cloud of dust behind and bringing the necessi‑
ties, and sometimes t r e a t s , to the rural homes of people who could
n o t make it to t o w n . It was called the Roll ing Store. They were
built on the style of a m o t o r home, so the driver could just get up
from his seat and walk into the store par t . The back was big and
boxy like a moving van and had shelves built on the w a l l s to hold
the goods. It had one, or sometimes t w o , doors in the side. There
was a step where you could stand while the peddler filled your
order. A board folded down across the doorway, and this is where
he stacked your merchandise.

The ones that came by o u r house were Machen’s, Wilson’s, and
Reed’s. The Reed’s Rolling Store w a s owned by ou r Uncle J im
Reed, and driven by his b ro the r, Jack Reed. Daddy’s nephew,
Junior Light, drove the Machen’s, at one time. Uncle Jack says
that i t was the most e n j o y a b l ejob h eever had, but i n the late w i n ‑
te r or early spring of 1948, everybody seemed to r u n out of money
at the same time. They all showed up at their stop asking for cred‑
it and buying large orders. He said that ha l f of them were never
seen again. One t ime, while t ry ing to collect, he r a n into a large
white lightning operation. The people always met h im at a stop on
the main road, so he had to ask where they lived. He finally made
all the right turns on al l the right p ig trails and found the house.
The porch was covered in clean washed quar t jars and he thought
they were canning vegetables un t i l they invited him inside. He
said the smell of moonshine w a s enough to preserve your sinuses.

The rolling store carried a variety of goods such as cornmeal ,

and 1950's, money was

f o u r , sugar, bread, flavorings,
gods such as pants and shirts
the average household might n
t r e a t s such as marshmallows,
candy kisses, l icor ice, cokes an
remember the pleasant smel
s t o r e .

We didn’t have money for
@eiving this wagon from h e a

;,b u t t e r , and chickens. WE
ickens were laying, we coz

chickens weren't laying, thes
were placed in a wire coop be
there they would ride to thes
Mama usually did the trading
us take careofi t . She usually
much we would g e t for o u r pe
there was a n y left o v e r , we ¢
there w a s only a few c e n t s Ie
bad. Those were the best coke
eme coke last t w o or three day
w a s divided and some a t e th
would hoard o u r s , and eat 2!
m y b r o t h e r ) would find m y b a

it made for a lot of beantifs
and the joy of receiving, sam
this day of plenty. Submitted!
Senttsboro, AL 35768.

R u s
Russell Cave is located i g h

H e y 72, follow County Read
C o u n t y Road 9 8 and follow te!

Il Cave was used a s z
t e r f r o m the ele‑

summer. Nearby was
2 good w a t e r source
and abundant game.Artifacts l e f t
bebind tel l the s t o r y
of the cave. Whether
the users were fami‑
is groups or hunting
par t i es . What t h e y
a t e , and w o r e , a n d
tthe tools they used.

The rock o u t o f
which the c a v e w a s
carved , was formed
e v e r 3 0 0 m i l l i o n
years ago, at the bet ‑
t e m o f the In land
s e a , t h e n c o v e r i n g
the region.

Russell Cave
Mational Monument
w e s established on M a y 58e t s ‐ ‑

aside to protect the site anil
‘Someof the artifects fouml

tar CenterMuseum
‘The ini t ia l excevstion Eg

unearthed 2 gree t sum
fragments, to a depth of 6
wes to a depth of mare thm
amether 10.5 feet m 1 9 6 2 S
Seurce: National Park S e n a
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On Apr i l 26, 1936,
at the age of 52, Mrs.
K e l l y died. H e r
daughter, Bessie
Leocia ( M r s . Lowrey
S m i t h ) , came t o
assist operating the
hotel. Wh i le h e r e ,
her only ch i ld , 7 y r .
old Kelly, became i l l
w i t h appendici t is
and died in Chat‑
t a n o o g a after a n
operat ion fa i led to
save h i m . Af ter

Kellys’ death, his mother became very i l l and laid for weeks in a
Memphis Hospital. She recovered and returned to Scottsboro to
help her father.

On Nov. 4, 1936, at the age of 5 7 , M r. Kelly died from a heart
attack. At this t ime, Mr. Lowrey Smith came to help his wife r u n
the hotel.

Shortly after the Smiths moved here from Mississippi, Victoria
Kelly Keeton and husband Haskel Keeton moved to Scottsboro.
They became the operators of the Jessica Hotel which was more of
a boarding house.

While at the Jessica, in 1937, a daughter was born to Victoria
and Haskel. They named her Martha Jane.

The Keetons gave up the hotel in 1942, when Haskel was called
to the war. He was in the Navy during WWII. Victoria then began
working at Word Furniture Co. where she remained for 37 years,
unt i l the store closed.

The Smiths remained at the Hotel Scottsboro unt i l the year of
1956, when they returned to Mississippi where they had buil t a
house.

The hotel had several opera to rs after the Smiths. But i t w a s
neve r the same. Motels and new highways took travelers in other
directions.

At the present, 1997, the hotel is sti l l standing but is empty. It
is truly a landmark of Scottsboro,

The Keetons daughter, Martha Jane, st i l l lives in Scottsboro
and is married to Will iam Ben Gross, also a Scottsboro native.
They have three s o n s , Bruce, Stanley and Bert who also live in
Scottsboro.

The Smiths were buried at a small church cemetery, Weirs
Chapel, in Ripley, Mississippi.

The Keetons, Haskel and Victoria, a r e both buried in Cedar Hi l l
Cemetery in Scottsboro. Mrs. Keeton died on March 24, 1989, at

79. Mr. Keeton died on M a y 4, 1995, at the age of 84.
‘ha Jane Keeton Gross, 887 Old Larkinsville Road,

Scottsboro Hotel, 1936

Scottsboro, AL 35768.
Sources: Memory and family records

Sheriff ’s Of Jackson County
David Griffith, 1820-22; David Coulfield, 1822-22; Silas Parsons,

1822-22; John O. B u r t o n , 1822-31; Henry Norwood, 1831-31;
Daniel Lucas, 1831-34; Alexander Riddle, 1834-40; John R. Coffey,
1840-46; John F. Cowan, 1846-49; John Snodgrass, 1849-52; John
H. Norwood, 1852-55; J . J . Sub le t t , 1855-58; James C. Aus t in ,
1858-61; Stephen E. Kennamer, 1861-65; W.R. Hi l l , 1865-68;
Roberts, 1868-69; William I. K i r k ,9889-71; James R. Harri
1871-74; S.H. McMahan, 1874-77; i
Shelton, 1880-82; Thoma Robins n, 1882-84;
1884-88; J.L. Gentry, 1888-92: Thomas J. Robinson, 1892-96; D.A.
Thomas, 1896-00; G.B. Campbell 1900-00; D.O. A u s t i n , 1900-06;
John L. Staples, 1906-10; R.O. Starkey, 1910-14; D.O. A u s t i n ,
1914-19; Mack Thomas, 1919-23; Henry Jones, 192: ;.Mack

T h o m a s ; 1927-31 ;
Matt Wann, 1931-32;
T.W. McBride, 1932‑
3 5 ; Mack Thomas,
1935-39; C.F. Sim‑
mons, 1 9 3 9 - 4 3 ;
Henry Jones, 1943‑
5 1 ; Lawrence
Sebr ing, 1 9 5 1 - 5 5 ;
Anderson J. Knight,
1955-59; Fred E.Sheriff's Wall

Holder, 1959-63; C.T. Dean, 1963-67; Robert Collins, 1967-83; Paul
D. M o u n t , 1983-1991; Mike Wells, 1991- Submitted by: Book
Committee.
Source: Sheriff's Office.

Shor ty Machen Store
This Hollywood coun t ry s t o r e owned and operated by Shorty

Carolynand Robbie Machen. The building about 100 years old, has
served the needs of the community.

Progress may have changed the way people live, but in the rural
community, country stores still have their place, people stopping
for last minute needs.

This old store was once r u n by Aubrey and Lewis Machen, then
by Shorty, Carolyn and Robbie Machen. The family owned store is

located on Railroad
Road in Hollywood.
The s t o r e , where
c u s t o m e r s bought
seed f rom b ins ,
weighed on scales,
and bagged. Fresh
c u t s o f m e a t s and
cheese, produce,
eggs, and milk.

Shor ty added a
deli on the side of
the s t o r e , which Rob‑
b ie manages . Cus‑
tomers stop
mornings for a cup of

coffee, homemade biscuits, ham, sausage and bacon, or sandwiches
and hot plate at lunch. Submitted by: Book Committee.
Sources: Newspaper and personal knowledge.

Shorty Machen Store

Stevenson Depot Museum
The Depot was built in 1872, in Stevenson, Alabama. The depot

was placed on the National register of Historic places in 1976. It
opened as a museum in 1982. The museum brings back memories

o f the a rea ’s p a s t
with displays of Indi‑
an heritage, railroad
h i s t o r y,  C i v i l  Wa r
ar t i fac ts , and tools
from early American
farms. The depot
museum is located
o n Main’ S t r e e t ,
Stevenson, Alabama.

The mission to
save the depot build‑
ing from destruction
was a hard fought
bat t le , but n o t in
vain. This red brick

train station is symbolic of Stevenson. The Museum is open Jan‑
ua ry, February, and March, Monday thru Friday 9-5. April 1, until
December 31, Monday thru Sat. 9-5. Submitted by: Book Committee.
Sources: Newspaper, tourism brochures.

Stevenson Depot Museum

Story-Tell ing And Tradin ’
Are H i s Business ‐ A n d His Joys

( T h i s Farm i s Always C r o w d e d )
Woodville - It’s not y e t 9 a m . , but already the yard is full ofv i s i ‑

t o r s to the farm on the bumpy Jackson County backroad.
Horace Hollaway, a big m a n dressed in Tuf-Nut overalls and a

t a n work sh i r t , is engrossed in storytelling. And his diminutive
m o t h e ris busy hanging the wash on the clothesline and adding
her “ t w o cents’ worth” occas iona l l y.

It ’s been this way for almost 35 years at Thomas Cove Farm, the
place farmers, physicians and politicians come to glean bits of the
Hollaways’ wisdom and look over the most unusual wares to be
found anywhere.

“When I'msitt ing ou t f ron t , there’s always somebody coming
b y t o see us. ”H o l l a w a y said proudly. “We were down here nine
anda half years before Mama didn’t have a big crowd for Sunday
dinner.”

Hellawss. =who moved w i t

SSounve- The Huntsville T i m e
Wiriner (1951
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military). A h , there’s Topsy Holman and someone working on Vir‑
ginia Bridges’ hair in Scottsboro’s best beauty salon.

“Come on, Julia, let's get a m o v e on it .”
“No, Stanley. Miss Sallie Rosson has a n e w shipment of hats

from Paris, and I w a n t to be the first to stop and enjoy them.”
“Okay, Julia. You a l w a y s have your w a y ! Ooh, ooh, too late

Julia. I think I see Neta Airheart, Alice Jones, Margaret Michaels,
Maude McCutcheon, Julia Boggus and Winnie Michaels already
there! We'll have to double-back here later.”

“Ju l ia , I wonder i f Dr. Robert Bridges is in his office, n e x t to
Rosson’s store? Listen up , Ju l i a , those dulcet t o n e s are coming
from upstairs ( i n the Rosson building) asT.J. Childress s t r u m s his
guitar. There he is sitting out on his window sill.”

Now we m u s t see what's playing at the Bocanita Theatre, r u n
by g r e a t promoters Grace and Claude Bobo; of course the building
is owned by Aun t Tex Snodgrass.

Yep, it’s time for a haircut ‐ for Stanley. Who will be doing the
job, Dorsey Austel l , Wheeler Peters or perhaps Claude Garland?

Wave to that cute Elizabeth Johnson as she scurries about, a
mile a minute , as she and James Brannum wait on Mary Stanley

Br idges ,  i n  E l i za -
beth’s dad’s ( W a l t e r
J o h n s o n ) m e a t and
grocery market. Isn't
that the pret ty Hazel
B ryan t (Alspaugh)
going up to her office
o v e r the Johnson’s
market?

He l l o to Harold
Foster a n d Bob
Jones and Charl ie
B r e w t o n ;  a i n ' t  n o
legal business today

North Side of Square 1940. Courtesy of Gist. ‘ t h e i r offices areStudio. u p s t a i r s ) s o they a r e
t r y i n g t o drum u p

some business on the s t r e e t ‐ always working! Julia w a n t s to
check with optometrist, D r. B.K. Kelley, u p s t a i r s about an eye
exam.

C.O. Reid, chomping on his cigar, smiles and looks up as we
pass the State National Bank. Hello to Bi l l and Alvis Wales at
their jewelry store while they wait on Mary Jane Hodges. There’s
A.L. Couch collecting bills for Alabama Power.

Plenty of noise coming from n e x t door at Presley-Hodges Drug
Store. No wonder! There a r e those fabulous brothers and grand‑
sons of “Uncle Crockett” Hodges, playing pranks on “Rancie” and
Grover C.

And there goes that smiling soda jerk Charles David Presley as
he gives curb service to Mary Kathryn Kennemar, Jewel Henshaw,
Mary Elizabeth Snodgrass, Berta Ruth Butler and Peggy Griffith.
Heck, Stanley is smiling also, with envy. We l l , m u s t see Carl
“Doney” Brannum, Doris Wann and Agnes McCord at the Quality
Store before weskip on to Jordan/Skidmore's.

“Stanley, I think I see Jenny Hodges, Berta Page and Kate and
Raymond Bradford from Hollywood shopping there.”

Turning left on Market, walk up to Parker Campbell's Sentinel
office. Looks like Brad Shelton, Jul ian, Paul and Mary Evelyn
Campbell are playing tennis in their yard at the Campbell home
diagonally across Willow. Wait, must glance around the corner to
Brother Jones’ Cumberland Presbyterian Church and across Mar‑
ket to Brother Sturdivant’s Methodist Church ( l a t e r to become the
post office lot after the Methodist Church burned and was moved).
Hello to Mrs. Gladstone in her Beauty Shop.

“Stanley, let's rush up Willow to Prentiss Snodgrass’ Flower
Shop to see if he is preparing flowers for a wedding or a funeral ,
then on to Mary Cotton and Annie Lee Webb's house to learn
whose wedding gowns they are making.”

“Yes, Ju l ia , you always have an eye for the beauty created by
those wonderful people; iet’s go!”

Now back west on Willow and then directly south on Market
past the Methodist Church to see if Virginia Lipscomb is in her
father’s store. Nope she ain't there; but Julian Hambrick is. Wave
to Polk McClendon in his meat market. We have not m e t Mr. Tem‑
pleton who runs the filling station next door, but we mus t do so
soon.

A t the c o r n e r , take a quick left o n Laurel again and w a v e t o
“Chee” Coffee in his 24-hour cafe where the Chattanooga Times is

24

dropped off at 4 a.m. each day, prior to being picked up by delivery
boys Hank Downey and James and Moses Brannum.

Step o u t into the street to see if any emergencies a r e happening
down at Dr. Rayford Hodges’ Hospital. Nope!

Run across the street and t u r n left ( s o u t h again) on market , and
there’s Wayne Wood's Grocery (formerly the Bobo’s silent movie
theat re) . Is Roy Ambrester in there? Next door is McAnalley’s Fur‑
niture store and (ugh!) another morgue.

Must stop at Reid Sundries (formerly Holland Drugs) to enjoy
one of Elizabeth’s t a s t y special hot dogs with Ed Boyd, Big J im
Moody, Blanche McCutcheon, Dovie Lipscomb and Baker Jones.
( W h e n John T. Reid was drafted for military service, he and Eliza‑
beth closed their hang-out place, John T. Reid saying he was
“going to Hitler’s funeral” ‐ and he d id ! ) Upstairs a r e t w o well‑
known lawyers John Snodgrass and John Wil l Proctor. Also up
there is dentist Dr. Thomas Griffith.

“Wait, Julia, almost forgot to check on the mail at the post office
(Jack Reid, pos tmaste r ) before we go by and see Hal Word at the
Chevy dealership. Look at the winsome Howard Edward “Toad”
Phi l l ips checking o u t a Chevy! Prof. Phi l l ips (agr i cu l tu re a t
J.C.H.S.) will ‘buy’, for he wil l be persuaded by the master sales‑
m a n , Monroe Cook!”

What is that small building next door? Of course it’s J im Ben‑
son’s Progressive Age and former home of Bruce Young ( l a t e r Dr.
J.L. Lynch’s office).

On to Claude Payne's grocery store and his side-kick, Cris
Grigg, and then on to Joe Austell’s barber shop ‐ a heck of a
checker player, he is.

Here comes that laughing, loveable Cecil Childress from his
hardware store. Now on to Benson’s Ford Motor Company; looks
like Emmet Michaels is trying to persuade Mary Dew Sentell and
Dedie Allen to buy a Ford! And there’s “Cracker” McAnally work‑
i n g on a c a r. Now ain’t that an interesting sight in front of the
Ford place. There’s Pete Hancock in his horse-drawn laundry
buggy, giving his horse a drink at the old watering trough in the
middle of the st ree t with his side-kick/helper Robert Wann, dozing
in the back of the buggy, And here comes Top Snodgrass and
Elmer Brandon to water their horses, too.

Before c r o s s i n g the st ree t , look up Peachtree to the east to see if
Brother Minks’ Baptist Church is still there. Funny thing, on Sun‑
day evenings, the kids would go to al l three services for young
folks ‐ Cumberland Presbyterian’s Christ ian Endeavor, First
Methodist’s Epworth League, and the Baptist’s B.Y.P.U. ( m o r e
than funny, so exciting and delightful! So much courting and teas‑
i n g going on at those services ‐ best t ime of the week! Not sure
how much of the Scriptures were learned, but oh, how much in
human relations!).

Crossing Broad Street and turning west on Peachtree, there’s
Wyatt Stewart sitting on his folks’ porch. Another 100 yards or so
is an office building and boarding house; M i c k e y O’Brien boarded
some of his basketball recruits upstairs. Directly south is a walk‑
through to the County Jail and Sherrif Henry Jones; there’s Bebe
and Bill. Returning to Peachtree, there’s another furniture store:
Fate Miller’s Grocery Store ( t h e one that used to be on the west
side of Broad), Horace Armstrong’s Dry Cleaners; and City Hall
with Mayor J.D. Snodgrass and policemen Fate Parsons, Houston
Dicus, Vernon Thomas and Charles Simmons. The City Library is
upstairs ‐ hello to the lovely Eliza Hackworth. Hey, there is the
pret ty Sue Mae Powell, the founder of the library! There’s the City
Jail in the back.

So the grand tour of the SQUARE is completed; BUT WAIT! We
m u s t go to the COURTHOUSE to call on the County officials; Pro‑
bate Judge Jim Benson, Tax Collector Coley Page, Tax Assessor
Bently Thomas. Funny, funny there’s Howard Kelley coming down
from the belfry of the Courthouse.

“Stanley, have you ever played hooky from school by hiding up
there?”

“Too many t imes , J u l i a ; too many times!” Submitted by: Stanley
Jones, 4046 Tuxedo Rd N W, At lanta, GA 30342.

“Alabama Tr a i l Of Tears Designation”
Jackson County residents spearheads the designation of the

Trail of Tears overland r o u t e through Jackson County and Alaba‑
ma. Jackson County residents that serve on the Alabama Trail Of
Tears Corridor Committee are Mitchell Adams, Joan M a n o r,
Glenn (Pinky) Bradford, Missy Bradford and Patsy and Jerry
Davis.

In 1993 while Jerry and Pz
Georgia, they visited the st
reading the history, Jerry &
d e v e l o p e dthe Appalachian F
FeTrail, it is ashame that th
mated. When I get beck te dz
trying to get the Trail of Teas
significant trail in h i s t o r y,t i s
United States h i s t o r y ,that i =
lend and p l a c ethem o nrese
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ever land Tra i l o f
Te a r s Route came
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Jerry, w r o t e letters and gz
Senator Howell Heflin, who
is time we recognized the fir:
b leod , s w e a t and t e a r s on
( C r a m e r and former Alabam:
along wi th Darla F. Graves
Indian Affairs Commiss ion,
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Alabama. He purchased land and built a home on a bluff on the
Tennessee R i v e r , nea r Bridgeport, on Sand Mountain which
became known as “Porter's Bluff”.

Mrs. P o r t e r , along wi th a niece, M iss Susan B. S tand ish , a
direct descendant of Miles Standish, turned the Porter home into a
boarding house for girls. The Standish School was one of the firs t ,
on the upper end of Sand Mountain. Miss Standish was a wealthy
woman and often made loans to residents of Long Island.

Sunday afternoon, March 25, 1883, about dark , Miss Standish
and Mrs. Porter were startled by the r e p o r t of fire arms, near the
home. Looking o u t , they saw four men . A shot rang o u t , the bullet
came through the door, this was followed by other shots and yells.
The m e n entered the house, demanding $500. There was no money
in the house. They set the house on fire and the Porter family had
to r u n for their lives. According to the Chattanooga Times, the
n i g h t was filled w i th horror. Luckily a l l the s t u d e n t s , though
frightened, escaped unharmed.

Mrs. Porter r a n down the mountain, barefoot in her night cloth‑
i n g to spread the alarm, of what had taken place. It is said, that
fright and exposure, led to total blindness of Mrs. Porter. George
and Asbury Hughes and John Grayson were arrested for the
c r ime , and were p u t in jai l where they remained unt i l their tr ial in
June the next year.

The fourth m a n , George Smith w a s n o t arrested until shortly
before the trial. He w a s shot and captured in the state of Ten‑
nessee , and was brought back to Scottsboro for trial. Smith was a
bad man with a bad reputation. He had killed a man by the name
of Street , before this house burning ordeal. The Hughes boys were
around 18 and 20 years old. Their father lived in Rhea Co. Ten‑
nessee.

The ju r y returned a guilty verdict and sentenced George Smi th ,
George and Asbury Hughes to be hanged, and John Grayson to the
penitentiary for life. Their cases were appealed to higher court but
we re confirmed. There was so much interest in this case and the
excitement w a s so intense, the authorities feared an outbreak of
trouble.

Sher i ff , Thomas J. Robinson, called in a strong force of guards.
The day of the execution, the t o w n was filled with people from al l
over the county. Many threats to release the prisoners were heard.
The people thought the punishment would be too harsh. Many
folks thought the m e n were innocent and that the Governor would
postpone the hanging.

The feelings were , that the extreme youth of the boys would
have some bearing in the verdict, but didn’t. Hon. J.E. Brown who
had helped prosecute them wired the Governor for a s t a y of execu‑
tion but the Governor denied the request. The execution was car‑
ried out. The boys requested baptism by immersion, at 11 o'clock
J.J. Beeson of the Baptist faith immersed them all in a bath tub in
a room near their cells. The Sacrament was also given.

While all this was taking place, the crowd outside began getting
restless and demanded that the p r i s o n e r s b e allowed t o speak.
George Hughes was brought to the window by Sheriff Robinson
and made the following statement: “Gentlemen, I want to call your
attention to some facts. I have been treated badly. I have been con‑
victed, and I am innocent. If you hang me, you hang an innocent
man. I was a quarter mile below Shellmound the night of the burn‑
i n g I hope the people of Jackson County will never hang another
innocent man. I hope I will meet you all in heaven.”

Smith spoke next, and said: “I want to say that I have got to die
today, but I am innocent. I have done some things, but didn’t do
this. You must live religiously and doright. Goodbye.”

Asbury Hughes said: “Gentlemen, I am going to die, but I will
tell the t ru th , as God is my witness. I am innocent of the Porter
house burning. When you pull my neck for that, you hang an inno‑
cent man. I advise all young men to stay home and not go o u t at
night. This is all I have to say.”

After the 51st Psalm was read, a prayer offered and a song
“There is a Fountain filled with Blood”, was sung, the prisoners
were led to the scaffold. The crowd surged up to the fence and
many yelled, “tear down the enclosure, we want to see the law car‑
ried out.” The guards formed a l ine, wi th weapons drawn. L.F.
W h i t t e n , a Methodist M i n i s t e r , and Judge Tal ley made short
speeches to the crowd.

The deputy Sheriff, John C. Johnson, cut the rope and the pris‑
oners were hurled into eternity. According to the “Montgomery
Advert iser”, “This is the first instance where a white man was exe‑
cuted for arson in Alabama.”
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To this date no other man has been executed by order of a Jack‑
son County cour t . Submitted by: The Book Committee.
Sources: Newspaper, history and Tales of elderly.

Unc le Homer’s Store
The front of Uncle Homer's store faced the freight depot and the

railroad tracks. The s t o r e , at the corner of Railroad Avenue and S.
H o u s t o n , belonged t o Homer and Mildred Woosley from the late
°30s to the early ‘50s. I t had wavy shee t -g lass windows on either
side of the front door. The back door was at the side of the build‑
ing. A dir t alley behind the store led to a cluster of houses where
some of the sawmill hands lived. At almost any time of day one or
several of the kids from back there w e r e in the s to re to g e t “a
penny’s worth” or j u s t hanging around the candy with an e m p t y
hand but a hopeful face ‐ and rarely left without some Double
Bubble or a jawbreaker.

A fat, black s t o v e at the rear of the store provided heat in the
winter. The stove pipe extended up from the s t o v e then made a 90
degree t u r n to the back wall and spewed grimy coal smoke to the
outside alley. A long wooden bench s a t against the back wall a safe
distance behind the stove. Two open screened doors and a window
cooled the building in the summer.

Shelves along both walls held soaps, sugar, lard, some canned
goods, and snuff. Bruton snuff came in a glass with a metal lid.
When the glass was empty, it was washed and used as a drinking
glass or for canning jams and jellies.

Counters were in front of the shelves on both sides of the s t o r e
from the front almost to the back. Glass enclosed display cases sat
on most o f the coun te r tops and held such items as candy, thread,
needles, medicines like SSS Tonic and Black Draught, and small
bags of loose tobacco and packs of th in , translucent papers for roll‑
your-own. Low, partitioned bins on the outside of the counters held
potatoes, onions, dried beans, and maybe some fresh produce.

Near the rear o f the store w a s a long, bare c o u n t e r used for
weighing and wrapping and slicing and get t ing grocery orders
together. Uncle Homer also c u t chewing tobacco here. It came bulk
and could be sold by the single chew. And there was some kind of
cooler for foods that would spoil.

Bu t the store’s centerpiece seemed to be a bright red metal box
that opened on top and had CocaCola wr i t ten in white letters on
its side. It was full of cracked ice that melted and left icy water
that caused small hands to move quickly when they reached for a
Grape Nehi or Orange Crush in a brown bottle. The bottle opener
on the outside of the box had its o w n cap catcher which filled and
spilled over onto the floor before the end of the day.

Running a weekly or monthly grocery account was common
practice. Charge purchases were listed in a folding receipt book.
The person’s name was printed on the end of the book which was
filed name-up alphabetically in a wooden box. Long blocks of
cheese came in the boxes. But the books fit perfectly, almost as if
the boxes were designed for the books. Rarely was the total grocery
bill paid. Each week the customer made a payment, bought more
goods, the date and amount recorded, and the total carried for‑
ward. Grocers carried hundreds of dollars on paper year after year.
Much was never collected.

Most computations were done using pencil and paper. There
were no computers and calculators were expensive. Some mer‑
chants did have an adding machine or a manual cash register. For
the others it was their bra in , additions and subtractions written
on a paper sack and entered in an account book, a cigar box, and
their pants pocket.

Fridays were paydays, and the grocery store stayed open later
on those days. Both Friday late afternoon and Saturday were big
grocery buying days. Most of the time the whole family came ‑
like a holiday every weekend.

Other than the weekend the busiest t ime for the store was the
noon hour. In small t o w n s everywhere during those years, grocery
stores served as diner and restaurant. Uncle Homer and Mr. Red
Lewis on another corner usually split the lunch trade from the
Underwear Mi l l . The workers from there and the freight depot
came through the front door. Nearly everyone else came and went
by the back door as did the folks from the laundry down on the cor‑
ner of Hwy. 72. They were a lively bunch. They ate cheese and
bologna ‐ sliced by hand ‐ some crackers, maybe Vienna sausage
from the can, and sometimes a bag of peanuts. They a t e Moon Pie
and washed it all down with a Coke or R.C. Some would straggle
back toward the laundry as they a t e . Bu t most of them hung

bring lunch, d othe b a n k i n g ,o m
drove home about mid-aftermes
flexible. Along about dark Unck
‐ a dark red sawdust-looking
stained dark with time. W h e
locked the doors and latched ¢
window. He counted the day’s1
the folding money into his walk
walk, locked the back door bela
held a tleast at h o u s a n dkeys te:
mile and half route home every
ef coins and wearing several lg

I t 's now 1997. The S e g
U n d e r w e a rMull a tthe
s i l e n t .Uncle Homer and.
people who came and went
ted by- Mary Jane Basieap.

f a r m in t h e Goose‑
pond C o m m u n i t y
and moved to Sestts‑
boro wi th h i s w i f e ,
B i l a , and four chil‑
d r e n , Wayne, Del ‑
ber t , Sid and Ber i th

bellum-styled house
known as the Alme‑
na Caldwel l house
located n e a r t h e
Scottsboro Heritage
center. ( T h e old John
Proctor E s t a t e ) on
South Houston Street. Don W:
the “square” surrounding the J
remained until 1953. Don Woo
business when he retired at |
Wood’s Grocery was much alte
U.S. Highway 72 across from }

In the early days of Wood
unstable, and operating a sma’
businesses failed. Grocery stor
credit for months at a time. M
though some went “sour” and
Don Wood often went to great.
ed help. In some instances it 1
pay him, but they always reme

Wayne Wood followed in th
fully operated Wood's Grocery
his wife Lyda raised three da
and one son, Donald Clayton.
worked for their father in th
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Jacks:
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who helped to pass on the fait!
members of our family in Jack
cant par t of our heritage.

What’s in a name? Maybe
named Lorenzo Dow Dean. *
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the sermon when our Pastor mentioned a q u o t e from “Lorenzo
Dow”. I checked with the Pastor immediately after the service and
was happy to learn that the “original” Lorenzo Dow was a famous
Methodist Preacher/Evangelist of the late 1700’s and early 1800's.
He w a s the “Billy Graham” of his day and preached in Amer i ca ,
England and Ireland. Some of his life and unorthodox ministry is
recorded in the book “Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians”
by J. Gilchrist Lawson, printed by The Warner Press,Anderson,
IN. His preaching was so powerful that some of his hearers were
convicted to the point that they experienced a condition known as
the “jerks”, commonlya feature of the g r e a t CumberlandRevival.
Dow wrote concerning this jerking e x p e r i e n c e : “Trembling took
hold of the hypocrites” and “The wicked are more afraid of it than
the smallpox or yellow fever”!

Lorenzo Dow Ivy was born in 1808 - during the time of the min‑
istry of Lorenzo Dow who died in 1834. Undoubtedly his parent
were touched by this Preacher's m i n i s t r y and therefore they
named their son after him. Did they know him personally? Were
they saved under his preaching? Did he visit in their home - per‑
haps to eat fried chicken on Sunday? Of course we don't know, but
certainly we can be sure there was an influence for the Lord Jesus
by this m a n of God on our family and this influence has been
passed down through the generations to myself, my brother, Bob,
and to ou r families. It has passed down n o t only through this
n a m e , Lorenzo Dow, but through that name which is above every
name - Jesus Christ. This heritage has been passed down to us by
the faithfulness, dedication and the very lives of the members of
this family. For this I say “Thank you” on behalf of our current
generation and for future generations. Submitted by: William G.
Dean, J r. , 6720 Steeplechase Drive, Huntsville, AL 35806.

Alabama’s Oldest Church Of Christ
In 1808 a number of Presbyterian and Episcopalian pioneers

had moved from North Carolina and Virginia into the Tennessee
River Valley and adjoining areas of Tennessee, some of them
founding a community in Warren County, which became known as
Old Philadelphia. These were religious people, without a preacher,
and they studied the Scriptures together. By 1810 they were wor‑
shipping as one body calling themselves Christians ‐ the Church
of Christ.

A post road from Knoxville to New Orleans w a s opened in 1805
and some six years later, when the territory of Alabama, then
largely occupied by Cherokee Indians, was opened to white set ‑
tlers, anumber of the members of the church at Old Philadelphia
moved into northern Alabama, the section that is now Jackson
County, near Bridgeport, Alabama. They called this community
Antioch.

Among these were William J. Price, his wife, and a slave named
Moses. They selected a home site near a spring they found by a
game trail and named it Rocky Springs. W. J. Price was a promi‑
nent leader in the church until his death.

The community grew and a post office was established, along
with an Indian Trading Post, a tavern and stables for changing
horses on the stage coaches.

On June 12, 1847, the congregation moved into a new building
at Rocky Springs. At that time, there were 82 members. A brother,
W. J. Hughes, was important in the church. He was born in Old
Philadelphia in 1818. When both p a r e n t s died in 1831, he was
taken to be raised by his uncle, W. J. Price,

Among the records in an item dated February 12, 1827, Jackson
County, Alabama, signed by Elisha M. Price, William King and
Andrew Russell as elders of the church. In June, 1851, therewere
130 members. Joel B. Arendale and Thomas A. Hill were appoint‑
ed deacons and George Cloud and W. J. Hughes were appointed
elders.

In those days, travel was slow and people would travel as far as
75 miles to attend “protracted meetings.” Two services were held
daily ‐ morning and afternoon. Some would bring lunch and
spend the day. Many would camp near the meeting place and
spend several days. Sermons lasted from 1% to 2% hours. Such
meetings were usually held once each year, and almost always
resulted in many conversions.

The Civil War was disastrous to the church. A letter written in
1861 stated there were 10widows with 35 children who were des‑
titute. In the winter of 1864 the building was burned by the Union
Army. Many of the members were scattered. Some returned in
1865 and resumed worship and began to rebuild, completing the
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building in 1870. By 1875, the church had outgrown the building
and a larger one was built. The presen t building was erected in
1912 and additions have been made s i n c e then.

I t was W. J . Price who deeded the p r o p e r t y t o the Rocky Springs
church for the church p r o p e r t y and cemetery, which is now the
Rocky Springs Cemetery, where he is buried.

It is believed that the Rocky Springs Church ofChrist (original‑
ly Antioch Church of C h r i s t ) is the oldest continuous New Testa‑
m e n t church in America, and possibly in the world. Submitted by:
Lucille (Arendale) Colvin, 2465 County Road 209, Bridgeport, AL
35740.
Sources: Compiled by members of the Church of Christ from old
church records and several histories published in the past .

Bethany Bapt is t Church
Bethany Baptist Church at Shake Rag in Scottsboro, Alabama,

was established in 1889, according to records of the church deed.
Bethany stands on land that w a s given to the church by Mrs.
Lucinda Thompson and Mr. and Mrs. George Gant. The original
church deed was written in script, the written language of America

in  tha t  day.  The
church is p r o u d to
have many of their
early records avail‑
able and sti l l in good
condition. The early
church deed was
signed October 1 9 ,
1886 , by John H.
Norwood , Probate
Judge of Jackson
County at that time.
The church as deed‑
ed was original ly
named Union GroveBapt is t Church. No one knows exactly when the name w a s

changed to Bethany Baptist. The church m e e t s in the original
building, although considerable renovation has improved it
through the years.

The minutes of the Tennessee River Baptist Association record
that Rev. Thomas Caves worked extensively at Shake Rag and
together with Rev. G.W. Mor r i s , organized Bethany Baptist
Church. M r. and Mrs. George Gant, who gave the land for the
church, were the great-grandparents of Rev. Sam Gant I l , who
was pastor of Bethany Baptist for over twenty years. Rev. Gant
also served four years for District Three on the Jackson County
Board of Commissioners, from 1969 to 1973. He served as chair‑
man of the board from 1973 to 1977, and again aschairman of the
board from 1981 to 1985. Rev. J.A. Linville is the c u r r e n t pastor,
who has the loyal support of his lovely wife, Mrs. Eskell “Dess”
Linville. Submitted by: Addie Ruth Smart, P.O. Box 151, Scottsboro,
AL 35768.

Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Bethel Church was organized in 1871 by Bro. Preston Brown. It

was located in the Kyles Spring community about 4 miles north‑
west of Fackler. The church met in the old school building, which
had split logs for seats. The church was moved in 1918 or 1919 to
the presen t site. The land was donated by Mr. Morris Brown to
build the church there. A new building was built with a nice
steeple and bell tower. On March 21, 1932, this building was com‑
pletely destroyed by a tornado. The church was rebuilt in 1933. It

was a small building.
In 1956 new Sunday
School rooms were
added. The church
began to g r o w . In
1958 the old audito‑
r i u m was replaced
wi th a n e w brick
building, which
is the present audito‑
r i u m . I n 1976
a nice kitchen and
Fellowship Hall were
also added to the
structure.Bethel Missionary Baptist Church

Bethel Church has been a
tion since the late teens. The
Bethel was in 1883. Sunday
Training Union was n o t orgz
w o m e n m e t and organized th
1965, when the Brotherhood v
dren’s Church was organized,
in the regular worship service

Over the p a s t 125 yea rs ,
have 27 ministers of God as
Matthews, 1814 County Park Re

H is to ry Of B e t h l
Bethlehem Bapt is t Churc

Rock, Alabama, was o r g a n i z e
members were C. R. Holcombe
Anderson, Emma Anderson, A
Daniel. Rev. J. T. Dodd was «
unti l 1902. During his
pastorate the church
g r e w s t e a d i l y and
included individuals
from such families as
Burke, Christopher,
Davis, Hawkins, Har‑
r i s , House, L a d d ,
O'Dell, Overdeer,
Rogers, S h a w, and
Strickland.

The o r i g i n a l
church site w a s locat‑
ed in the co rne r o f
land section twenty‑
fi v e , n e a r M i l l e r
Creek. In 1903, the
church voted to move about tv
A deed for a three acre t r a c t ,
was made “ t o the childrenof |
Baptist church of Bethlehem, :

Shortly after i ts organizati
Alabama Baptist Association.
Sand Mountain Baptist Associ

Two different structures se
c u r r e n t church building was ¢
built on an adjacent lot in 197
1974.

Pastors who have served|
Marvin Richards, Rev. Hasse
Johnny El l ison, Rev. Fran!
Charles S m i t h , Rev. J. R. H
Submitted by: Edward H. Cart
35958.

Bethl.
A laba

Gone B u t !
“The Old ¢

The building was located at
streets. It was built by the Pr
days of Bridgeport and was s
The church met in the building
on May 15, 1966. The old by
remembered with love by thos

A precious memory is the r
tower on quiet Sunday m o r n i z
sage across the rolling hills o
remember one delightful mon
girl ‐ helping to r ing the bell
momentum of the big bell. Th
but is demoted to a lowly posit

The stained glass windows
ing. The s u n would play on t]
would muse over the names i
the men were. I knew only tt
J.T. Parton, J.R. Loyd and L.
Some of the names: J.J. Mob
G.C. Rutledge and J.W. Grant
days of the church. Good reco
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after which W.W.
Lee preached.

The membership
has grown from 12 to
277 resident mem ‑
bers. The church met
first in the auditori‑
um of the Tennessee
River Academy, then
in 1915 in a frame
s t r u c t u r e o n Brum ‑
mel Avenue. In 1973
the church construct‑
ed a br ick bui ld ing
which was created

debt free. Ten years later a fellowship hall and classrooms were
added. A pastorium was purchased in the late thir t ies; in 1955 a
larger one w a s acquired.

God led the church in growth and service under the following
pastors: J. Dudley, W. Stout, W. David, J. H u f f , J. Ambrester, L.
Rogers, W. Mims, T. Dean, J. Justice, T. Taylor, C. Starkey, Nolie
Gilliland Sr. , J. Graham, W. Reagan, L. N a l l , Harold Angel, A.
Hayes, Robert Lank ford , W. B lack , S. Taylor, Frank Waters, E .
Chand le r, M. Ayers, Sidney Wai ts , Bruce Russell, H . Campbell,
Cletus Blevins, C. Dickerson, Donald Courson , Sam But le r, Posey
Maple, Ben Singleton, and Jim Bernard.

In ter im pastors have been: J . Swaffo rd , George Phill ips, H.
P a l m e e r, B i l l M o r r i s , Buddy W i l s o n , To m Upshaw, Richard
Barham, and Herman Callahan.

In our ninety-three years of worship the church has ordained six
men to the gospel ministry: Justice, P. Woody, Kenneth Sparkm,
Bill Morr is , Ter ry Maples and Richard Barham.

GOD IS GOOD, PRAISE HIM FOREVER. Submitted by: Bonnie
Rowe, First Baptist Church, 805 Broadway, Bridgeport, AL 35740.

B road Street Church Of Chr ist
The first congregation of the Church of Christ in Scottsboro was

started by Dr. Jack Rorex in 1884. Several people were converted
in gospel meetings conducted by James A. Harding of Nashville
and J. W. Shepherd of Kentucky. Harding served as the first min ‑
is ter of the church.

In 1886 a building was erected just off the square on Peachtree
Street. After the building was destroyed by fire, members began

attending the Zion’s
Rest Church nea r
Aspel. The church was
later reestablished in
Scottsboro. The
church grew through
the years, and in 1950
a building at the cor‑
n e r of Broad Street
and Charlotte Avenue
was completed. An
annex was added in
1968 and major reno‑
vations made in 1979
and 1994.

Early elders of the church were J. A. Cargile and J. W. Daniel,
Later O. F. Kelly, Frank Kelly, Quitman Howard, Albert Parks,
Sanford Roberts, Agee Strickland and Bill Covan served asspiritu‑
al leaders. Present elders are Tommy Bellomy, Jack Caud le ,
Ronald Harv i l le , Paul Stephenson, and Robert O. Willard, assisted
by 19deacons.

Ministers of the congregation have included A. B. Lipscomb, W.
R. Craig, G. L. Mann, Jack Wilhelm, Lindsey Allen, Paul Kidwell,
Sr. , W. A. Black, Robert Buchanan, Charles C o b b , and Charles
Curtis. The present minister is Johnny Mack Young.

Through the years the church has emphasized the teaching of
the Bible, regular worship services, evangelistic work in this coun‑
t r y and abroad, and a variety of benevolent and outreach activities
to meet the needs of the congregation and community.

BroadStreet Church of Christ

Ca lvary Bapt is t Church H i s t o r y
1950-1997

A three weeks ten t revival was held at Five Points in Scottsboro,
in 1950, led by Rev. Bi l ly Kitchens. That group of people had a
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vision of what God could do through them if they followed His
leadership. With that in mind , Calvary Baptist Church was orga‑
nized on Nov 5, 1950 w i t h 71 char ter members. Rev. B i l l y
Kitchens was called to be the first pastor. After enduring the cold
weather for six weeks in the t e n t , the church meeting place was
moved to the Jackson County Courtroom.

The first building on Bynum Street was built mostly by volun‑
teer labor. The group was able to move into the finished building
on May 13, 1951.

The first deacons were E.O. Sharp, Harris Co t t on , J.W. Bufford,
Alvin Ward, Mose Cornelison, and Ervin Phillips.

The church w a s admitted to the Tennessee River Association of
the Southern Baptist Convention in October of 1952. At that t i m e
the average Sunday School attendance was 175. The first building
and p a s t o r i u m were paid i n fu l l and the n o t e was burned o n
November 5, 1954.

Rev. W.D. Hudson served as second pastor from 1956 - 1959.
During his leadership the building w a s enlarged to accommodate
growth.

In 1959, Rev. Francis Cruce came as third pas to r. In his years of
leadership the church continued to grow. Adjacent land and build‑

ings were purchased
f o r Sunday School
and preschool. The
church led the State
in training awards.

Rev. Bobby Thorn‑
t o n came as fourth
pas to r in February of
1967. The church
membership had ou t ‑
grown the facilit ies,
therefore, nine acres
of land w a s p u r ‑
chased on C o u n t y
Park Road to relo‑
ca te the church. The

ground-breaking ceremony was held on August 10, 1969 and the
first service was held at the new location on December 5, 1970.
The first kindergarten began during this pastorateand a new pas‑
torium was built.

In February 1974, Rev. Don Cooper came as the fifth pas to r. At
the annual Homecoming on Nov. 3, 1985 the church was debt free
and the no te was burned as p a r t of the morning worship service.

Dr. Matt Helms came as the sixth pastor in May 1989. Under
his leadership the buildings were renovated, a s e n i o r adult wing
was added, balconies were constructed, more land was acquired,
the parking lot was expanded, dual Sunday Schools were begun
and a record mission offering was received.

Following God’s leadership to provide for the spiritual needs of
the growing community, a long-range plan was adopted by Calvary
Baptist Church to guide the work and ministry through the year
2,000.

We believe that God has truly blessed Calvary Baptist Church
with dedicated Christian Min is ters , ministerial staff and 1,429
resident members. Many Calvary young people have felt the spirit
of the Lord calling them into full t i m e or par t time Christian ser‑
v i c e .

Calvary Baptist Church is known as “The Caring Place”. The
Purpose of Calvary Baptist Church is to glorify God by: Exalting
the Savior, Equipping the Saints, Evangelizing the Sinner, and
Encouraging the Suffering.

Centennial Bapt is t Church
Nestled in the foothills of the Eureka Community, the original

meeting place was organized November 20, 1875, and built with
logs donated by loggers working in the area. It was called Pea‑
cock’s Meeting House because a Mr. Jordan Peacock donated the
land and lived nearby. The organizers were: Reverends T. Brown,
J.B. Casteller, and Jabez “Parsons” Chandler.

When the building needed replacing some years l a t e r, Aunt
Maud “Lade” Arnold took up donations on the street in Stevenson
which ranged from 50¢ to $25. When the building was finished
they r a n g the church bell until it was heard all over the valley. It
was dedicated August 15, 1948, with a large crowd present. It was
given the name Centennial because they expected it to be a light
pointing sinners to Christ for the next hundred years. Reverends
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ADVOCATE,a publication p u t out by some members of the church
and published in Nashvi l le, TN.

David Lipscomb reported to the Advocate that he had been to
the Rocky Springs Homecoming and mentioned the number of this
annual event . From this, it was calculated that the congregation
began at Antioch in 1807. The stage had been stopping since the
Post Road w a s opened in 1805.

The census of membership was n o t listed unt i l 1814 and there‑
after. Howard A. Blazer, Sr. had copies of the records made and
distributed them among several congregations and some individu‑
als and he told this writer that the original would be placed in the
care of the Alabama Christian College ( N o w Faulkner University
in Montgomery, A labama) .

The records dated June 12th 1847 ( c h u r c h c e n s u s ) has “William
D. Gaines, ( fa ther - in - law of W.J. Pr ice) baptized in 1811.” He later
became the first person to represen t this a rea in the legislature of
the n e w State of Alabama in 1819.

The next name is “Wm. J. Price ( d i e d 25Jan 1 8 6 8 ) baptized 1818.”
W.4J.P. born Jan 15, 1793 would be age 24 or 25 when baptized.

The third name is Nancy Gains ( w i f e o f Maj. Wm. D. Ga ins ) ,
fourth Malinda ( G a i n s ) Price ( w i f e of W. J . P. )

The names go on to n a m e the following families: H i l l , Arendale,
Hughes, Brown, Cloud, Johnson, Long, Neil, McFarland, Briggs,
Furgerson, Gil l i land, B u r t , Daily, Smith, Mellin, Mel ton, Woodlee,
G u n t e r, Hatfield, Bat tes, Richards, Jarrett, Will iams, Woodson,
Lowery, Cluck, Barns, Armstrong, Vaughn, Weatherspoon, Wilson,
Sel lers, Love, Memen, Duncan, Cope, James, Clemens, Reeves,
Mi l ler, Brunset, Mil ls, Toten, Alley, and Wallace.

The nex t en t r y is Sept. 1855 (meeting) and begins with Hem‑
bree, Moore, Kirkpatrick, Mayes, Uh l r i ch , and Flippo.

Next is the 1859 Fal l Meeting, Farr is , McKissick, K i r k , Pi t ts ,
Vernon, and Lively. 1860, Freeman, Gregory, McCrary, Ridge,
Daniel , Jones, Pain, Goff, Cargile, and Bible.

1866, G i l l i a m , Blansett, and Cassell ( C a s t l e ) . 1867, Abbo t t ,
Camp, Hight, Porter, Truman, Choat, Kelso, Wynn, Vinson, Glas‑
cock, Lawrence, Loving, and Stokes.

1869 Spring Meeting, Loyd, Roarks , Monroe , McCampbell,
Thompson, W i t t , Wearing, Crownover, and Coley.

Sept. 1872 meeting, Camron, H a r r i s , Po t ts , S t e w a r t , Kel ly,
O'Neal, Dav is , Herring, Howard , C l a r k , Holloway, Bowl in , and
Winchester.

1873 May 11th, Al l ison, Wakefield.
1874 March; Kirkpatrick (colred). August; Ta y l o r .
1875 Sept.; W i t t , Dunn, Snow, Rink le, Castle, McCawley, Mor‑

r o w , Foresher, Hicks.
1876 August; Renshaw, Tinker, Segars, Carver, Wheeler, Camp,

Shutters.
1877 August; Jones, Pitts, Wimberley, Troxell, Tally.
1878; Tolbert, Ownsby.
1880 August; G. B. Slone.
1882 July 20; Colston, Cunningham, Chandler, Case, Blackwell,

Pursley.
1884 Oct.; Tucker.
The above names are last names of families as they were added

to the list and does not represent a l l the individuals. Look for
given names in the original records.

The list after 1884 begins over and does not list dates until 1893
when the September meeting by F.F. Deering who baptized 25
souls, of which one was a rebaptizism, and three more were
reclaimed. New families represented were: Loe, I v y, P a u l k ,
Mashengale, and Denison.

1895 August meeting by J.D. Gunn added 15 baptized by J.R.
Johnson, a new name of Pickel.

1896 August by J.M. Morton, 16added baptized by J.R. Johnson
and 7 reclaims.

April 14 by B.D. Reader has 76 names but does not denote who
w a s baptized. New family names are: Ba t t l e , He r ren , Vinson,
E rv i n , Foshee, Hackworth.

Thir mus t have been a n e w record book after 1896 and is miss‑
ing. Thir is a l ist of names recorded at aHomecoming of 1934 with
the attendees and their date of baptism, but no preacher or who
was added on this occasion. Submitted by: Harold Boyd Hughes, S r. ,
g-g-nephew of W.J. Price.

ConcordU n i t e dMethodist C h u r c h
Concord Un i ted Methodist Church is said to be the oldest

Methodist Church in Jackson, dating back to 1819 when Alabama
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became a_ s t a t e .
In the beginning,

the fai thful in the
northeastern end of
the c o u n t y gathered
fo r b r u s h arbor
meetings held in the
fall of each year, on
the site n o t far from
the Tennessee River.
L a t e r, circuit riders
f r o m Huntsvi l le
came o u t o n c e a
month. The church
was then p a r t of the
New Propect-Steven‑
son Circuit.

In 1890 the church
became known as Concord Church, and was placed on a charge
with the Methodist Church in Bridgeport, only five miles away.
James W. Leslie was p a s t o r of both churches at that time. The
Concord Church listed 110 names on i ts roll in 1896.

The church stood as a white frame building unt i l 1948, when the
present brick building was completed. The n e w building still has
the look and feel of an old fashioned country church inside.
Stained glass windows given in memory of some of the a r e a , most
notably the Williams and Steele families adorn the sanc tua ry and
help create a worshipful atmosphere.

Today, the church has twenty members on rol ls, but is making a
comeback of sor ts . Only a few years ago, the church was down to
just t w o active members, and it looked as though Concord Church
might have to close i ts doors. Thanks to the faithfulness of t w o sis‑
t e r s , Willie Ruth Steele and Odelle Lawson, the church is alive
and still has hopes of growing!

- with many thanks to the members of Concord Church for the
loan of the “The History of Concord U.M.C.” by Katherine Riggs.
Submitted by: Twenty Members of Concord U.M.C., Willie Ruth Steele
and Odelle Lawson, 55 CoRd 256, Bridgeport, AL 35740.

Cemeteries Of Jackson County
There are hundreds of burial sites ( 4 9 0 + at last c o u n t ) scattered

throughout the c o u n t y, and a comprehensive l is t ing of them has
been compiled for the Jackson County Historical Association to aid
in searches for genealogical information. This register is available
at the Heritage Center in Scottsboro and in the historical section
of the Scottsboro and Huntsville l ibrar ies , and is entitled “Old

Bones in: Jackson
County, Alabama”.
Properties are listed
both alphabetically
and also by quadran‑
gle, i n the even t a
part icular area is
beingexplored.

In those cases
where the c e m e t e r i e s
are unnamed or the
names are unknown,
there is a separa te
l isting in the regis‑
t e r . And since early
boundary lines were

known to change, sites in nearby portions of adjacent counties m
beof interest to some researchers anda listing of these cemeteries
has also been included.

Directions are provided in the register to help locate the sites.
Many of the Jackson County cemeteries have been inventoried,

and there is a listing of such cemeteries and the location of the
data on the second page of “Old Bones . . . ” Submitted by: Ralph S.
Mackey.
Sources: Jackson County and TVA maps, “Paint Rock Valley Pioneers”
by K.V. Henshaw, E.S. Rochelle and A.K. Shavers; personal research.

Shelton Cemetery

Dut ton Bapt is t C h u r c h
The Dutton Baptist Church was organized in October 1921, with

24 members. In 1922, a building committee was appointed. During
the church’s 75 y e a r existence, twenty-four m e n have served as

y e a r s l a t e r , 342
members h a d been
on the church r e l i

‘The original n a m e
ef t h e church w a s
changed somet ime
between 1 9 2 1 a n d
1 9 3 1 t o D u t t o n
Methodist Church In
2968 , it became the
Dutton Uni ted
Method is t C h u r c h .
T h e church was
established as p a r t of
the Henagar Circuit and a
it w a s formed in 1870.

The first pastor on r e c o r
was J H . Pass. In Decembix
Mart in became the p a s t o r ¢

One unique feature of th
a r y floor, so as to allow al
pavaltar area. It is one of t
design. Submitted by: G.W.

Emanue
The first meeting of the

Baptist Church of Scottsbo:
Brother W.L. L o w e r y wa

Pian is t , and also taught ad
ed ma rented house.

Reverand Lowery resign
jeb transfer. Brother Joh:
Mission March 31, 1965.

The mission was constitz
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Ridley Street w a s
purchased on which
to bu i l d the church
building.

On June 18, 1961
F a i t h Missionary
Baptist Church was
organ ized by Rev.
Louis Henry Bell. In
the building vacated
by WCRI Radio Sta‑
t i o n , east of Scott:
boro beside highway
72, the meeting w a s
called to order by the
moderator, and
church began.

Brother B i l l Shoffner read the resolutions and covenant and
Brother Lewis Adkins moved to accept; they were voted upon and
approved as read. Brother Louis Bell was voted as pastor. Brother
Gene Keith preached the message for the day.

The n a m e Faith was chosen with faith in God to provide a build‑
ing, which He did! The church has always been supported by tithes
and offerings only. It is Independent of any organization.

The church supports missions to further God’s work. One of the
missions was working with the deaf in the teaching of God's word.
The church has supported orphanages in the United States and
Mexico; also the building of churches in Mexico for God’s word to
be preached and taught.

After Brother Be l l , Brother W.H. “Buster” McCulley w a s the
second pastor, followed by Brother Howard Johnson as third.

Brother Louis Bell died August 19, 1997; Brother Howard John‑
son died February 19, 1980. x y : Ruth Watson Adkins
(char te r member of Fai th Missionary Baptist Church ‐ By: profession
of faith and Baptism June 1 9 6 1 ) ; 475 Old Larkinsville Rd. , Scottsboro,
AL 35768.

F i r s t Bap t i s t C h u r c h Of Scottsboro
The Missionary Baptist Church was organized in Scottsboro in

September 1868 by Rev. Jonathan J. Beason, a missionary from
the Tennessee River Association. The church w a s a mission in
affiliation with the Center Point Baptist Church.

When the church was organized, there was only one church
bu i ld ing in Scotts‑
boro, and di fferent
denominations wor‑
shipped in that
bui ld ing free of
charge. The building
was the prope r t y o f
Rev. T.J.Wood.

In January 1878,
the Missionary Bap‑
tists began construc‑
t i o n of a new church
building on the site
o f  o u r  p r e s e n t
church. The n e w
bu i l d i ng was com ‑
pleted on October
1878 and received
i t s fi rs t organ in
November 1883.

By 1900, the Mis‑
sionary Baptist Church was considered to have one of the largest
memberships of all the churches in Scottsboro.

A fire , which evidently started in the furnace r o o m , virtually
destroyed the church building on November 16, 1949. Many valu‑
able church records were lost in this fire.

The coals of the fire had not y e t cooled before the Baptists had
already adopted plans for the erection of the present church build‑
ing. In March 1950, the First Baptist Church contracted for the
new church building. The building was completed in 1953 and the
new $225,000structure and a n e w $35,000 pastorium were dedi‑
cated on April 7, 1954.

During the past three decades there have been several additions
to o u r n e w church facilities. Anew education wing was added to

First Baptist Church
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the p r e s e n t church bui ld ing in 1969, and a Family Activities
Bui ld ing w a s erected n e x t to the p r e s e n t church in 1977. Submit‑
ted by: Derwood Rodgers, 602 Walsh Av e . , Scottsboro, AL 35768.
Sources: Church records.

Methodism Comes To N o r t hAlabama
The Methodist Church came to Alabama as early as 1808, in the

days of the circuit riders. Jackson County w a sa pa r t of the circuit
assigned to preachers from the Tennessee District of the Ten‑
nessee Conference.

Charles Smithson Jones settled in the area in 1817, and the
t o w n overlooking the river w a s named “Jonesville,” L a t e r, the
t o w n was named “Bridgeport” because of the promising impor‑
tance of the river bridge and steamboat traffic.

Among the earliest settlers in the area were the Lee, Glover,
Spiller, Heine and Montague f a m i l i e s , m a n y o f which were

Methodist Church of Bridgeport was first located on
the river side of Battery H i l l , between the residences of Mr. John

H. Gunter and M r .
R.A. Jones.

Between 1885 and
1887 under the lead‑
ership of Brother
J.H. Leslie, the con‑
gregation decided to
b u i l d a bigger
church. It was locat‑
ed on the h i l l oppo‑
si te Ba t te ry H i l l
ac ross the rai l road
tracks on what is
n o w Cunn ingham
Avenue. The s p o t
was chosen by a dove

which landed at the feet of the site selected committee, made up of
Mrs. George Glover, Mrs. R.A. Jones, and Mrs. Emma Anderson.
The n e w building was completed in 1890.

The n e w church on Cunningham Avenue was used for about 35
y e a r s .

By 1923, the need w a s felt for a larger church wi th adequate
Sunday School facilities. Located on Alabama Avenue in what was
now downtown Bridgeport, the third building to bear the name
“Bridgeport First United Methodist Church” w a s begun during the
ministry of Rev. J.F. Sturdivant pastor. The cost of the n e w build‑
ing was approximately $20,000. The sanctuary was refurbished in
the late 1960's or early 1970's.

Once again, our church is looking to build ‐ this time a new fel‑
lowship hall and educational building to be located behind the cur‑
r e n t church bui lding. Proceeds from the sale of the S t .
Bonnaventure Cemetery have been set aside for this project. Sub‑
ruteed by: Rev. Mark E.Brown, Pastor, P.O. Box 310, Bridgeport, AL

The First Methodist Church of Bridgeport

Sourve: ABrief History of the First Methodist Church G.C. Barham Jr.

F i rs t Uni ted Methodist Church
The First Methodist Church of Scottsboro was first located at

the corner of Laurel and Caldwell Streets in a brick building
known as “The Opera House.” It was dedicated about 1871.

After using this brick church for several years, the congregation
began the erection of a frame building on the site of the present
Scottsboro Post Office. The lot for the church and a parsonage was
given to the church by Mrs. R. T. Scot t , wife of the founder of
Scottsboro. This frame church building was a very handsome one
for that era and was dedicated in 1895.

In the early 30's Willow St ree t , on the north side o f the church,
becamea state and federal highway and it was decided that a n e w
church should be buil t at a more favorable location. A fine n e w
church was buil t on the corner of Laurel and Scott Streets. It was
completely paid for when finished, and w a s dedicated in 1938.

For a brief period of t i m e , between the sale of the old church
proper ty and the building of the n e w c h u r c h , the congregation
used the City School buildings for its services and Sunday School.

Through years of steady growth, this new facility became inade‑
quate for a l l classes and activities. The W.J. Word family built and
gave to the church an educational a n n e x , which included a chapel,
library and classrooms.

I n o r d e r t o k e e p
p a c e w i t h t h e r a p i d
g r o w t h o f Sco t tsboro
during the early sev‑

it became nec‑
y  t o  u n d e r t a k e

a new bui ld ing pro ‑
gram. An enthusias‑
tic congregation met
the challenge and on
December 1973 site
p repa ra t i on began
for the new facility.

The p r e s e n t
c h u r c h , located o n
South Broad Street, is of m
service w a s held March 2, 19”

We have two morning w o r
and choirs for al l ages; acti
care service called “The Ch i l
ing a twelve uni t retirement
church.

The congregation of the
Scottsboro has a mission to
reaching ou t to bring the lov
the past, joy i n the p r e s e n t , =
hope. Submitted by: Joyce Kes
35768.

F l a t R o c k Un i t edM
Before 1870, Flat Rock ex

and worshiped at brush arb
Alabama Conference of the &
Cox was appointed the first
y e a r a small l og
cabin known as Free
Chapel was erected
for school and church
serv ices of a l l
denominations.

The F l a t Rock
Methodist Episcopal
Church , South was
organ ized about
1890 w i t h M r . and
Mrs. H.D. A u s t i n ,
M iss Missouri
A u s t i n , Mr. and Mrs.
W.H. A u s t i n , M r F
and Mrs. A .H
Rogers, and Mrs. and Mrs. D
members. A frame building,
was erected as a new church:

When Dr. Frank H. Gard
Mission, a new building w a s
and to establish the first hig
this t w o room frame s t r u c t a n
as Flat Rock High School uz
1917. Church services w e r e
until the school closed in 1
building in the community
together.

In 1947 the North Alaban
Hutto to build a new Method
first service was held there S
tinues to be used today. Subs

Goosepond C u m
C

The Goosepond Cumberlz
nized in the 1830's, accordin
Stockton written October 17,
t o n stated: “Nearly 48 years
terian Church at this place a
on the first Sabbath in Nove:
William Davidson Chaddick,
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t i ons , weddings, business meetings and is frequently used for fam‑
i l y reunions. In 1994, a group of valley people decided to renova te
the bui ld ing. They p u t on a n e w roof and painted the bui ld ing
inside and o u t s i d e . Submitted by: Evelyn Haggard, 487 County Road
331, Bryant, AL 35958.

Holland’s Chape l Un i ted Methodist Church
For over 100 years, the church bell at Holland's Chapel United

Methodist Church , located on highway 40, between the Dean’s
Chapel community and Henagar, has called the surrounding com‑
muni ty to worship. Established in 1893 by the Rev. Lindsey Hol‑
land, who moved with his family from Georgia to Jackson County,
the church has received over 200 persons into membership. Among
those first members were Bogus Eugene Hol land, son of J.A. W
and Mary A n n Holland; Jappo Hopkin Hol land, son of J.M. and

Leatha Holland and
John W.L . Ho l l and ,

n of J.T.M. and
Manda R . H o l l a n d ,
which were baptized
by Rev. Lindsey Hol‑
land.

At the Church
Conference in 1906,
the Rev. L i n d s e y
Holland reported in
response to question
8; “What is the
Church doing for the

7 n i t e , relief of the poor?”,Holland's Chapel United Methodist Church “ t h e church has
given five dollars for Ezery Gunter to care for the poor around us”.
The church continued i t s m i n i s t r y to do much more. Jasper and
Harriet Ho l land, brother and s i s t e r , who lived near the church
often invited the entire congregation to Sunday Dinner. Also, it
has been told that whenever Harriet and Japser planted a garden,
they planted three r o w s of each vegetable, one for each of them
and one for the church.

Following Rev. Hol land, m o r e than 60 pastors have served Hol‑
land’s Chapel and the community. The Church has been an active
congregation in the Upper Sand Mountain Parish, since the parish
came into existence in 1969. Members, though few in number,
have given toys , packed seeds for garden minist ry, hosted Chil‑
dren’s U.N.I.C.E.F. parties and engaged in a wide range of min‑
istries in their commitment to care for the poor around them. This
congregation always reached o u t to the c o m m u n i t y .

On Sunday, September 29, 1996, the congregat ion n o t only cele‑
brated one-hundred years of ministry and mission, but affirmed
their difficult decision to discontinue the congregation of eight
members, and to move to join membership with other Methodist
churches. With the discontinuation of the congregation, the church
building will continue to serve the surrounding area as a Ministi
Center related to The Upper Sand Mountain Parish. Submitted by:
Glenda H. Hodges, 143 Cedar Crest D r. , Woodville, AL 35776.

House Of Happiness
1923 - 1952

The Mission was founded by Augusta Benning M a r t i n , a pio‑
n e e r i n g social worker for the Episcopal Church from Montgomery,
Alabama. She started in 1923 in Scottsboro in a rented r o o m , then
moved in to a large rented house on Laurel Street. Her purpose
w a s to provide assistance for underprivileged mountain people.

Miss Martin received word of a family in want in Coon Hol low,
and thus began a twelve year social work undertaking by visiting
the family and attending to their needs.

A handicapped wai f who came to stay at the Mission had lost
her m o t h e r, and w a s in deplorable condition. After extensive
ba th ing and grooming, the clean, relaxed and pleased “Rosa”
remarked, “This is shore a happy house!” And so the “House of
Happiness” was named.

In 1925, the Mission moved from Scottsboro to a shack at Sauta
Bot tom, which had three r o o m s and a dogtrot. There also w a s
another small building on the 160 acre property which was moved
near the Birdsong Spring, and made into a t w o room house for an
elderly lady to live in .

A road was made to a “bench” above the spring wherea large

36

t w o s t o r y, double pen log house was erected about 1930. La te r, a
screened porch w a s buil t across the front , and an addition to the
house was constructed. Miss Mar t in recruited much volunteer
labor and donations of material for the Mission’s needs. William
Spencer Smith harvested the pine logs for the main house.

Water was brought up to the house in a bucket operated by a
windlass, on a conveyor s y s t e m that r a n down to the rocked-up
spring 200 feet below.

The Episcopal Church supplied quantities of clothing for distri‑
bution at the faci l i ty, and the Mission also provided medical care ,
food, work-aid relief, recreation and other assistance for impoverished

famil ies. Children
w e r e the main con‑
c e r n , and there were
usually several s tay ‑
ing with Miss Martin
for various reasons
and for v a r y i n g peri‑
ods. There was a
kindergarten and day
care service. Religious
instruction was also
provided.

A long, n a r r o w
bu i ld ing was con‑
structed away from
the m a i n house. This
was used as a cloth‑
i ng s tore where gar‑
m e n t s w e r e sorted
and set out. If people
didn’t have any mate‑
r i a l to barter w i t h ,
they could work for
whatever they select‑
ed if they were able,
bu t no one was
denied.

A house and barn
w e r e bu i l t nor th o f
the s p r i n g fo r the
family which operat ‑
ed the Mission farm.

M c C u t c h e o n
School was a o n e ‑
r oom schoolhouse

nearby, which was also used for a church. Miss Martin got the school
trustees to move the school to a dwelling on the Mission property ( c a .

1924) and it was renamed the “House of Happiness School”. An audi‑
torium was added to the building and it operated as a two-teacher
school, much better than the previous one-room facility. Teachers
were paid by the Jackson County Board of Education.

Miss Martin started an Episcopal Church in the auditorium
which grew fast and prospered while she was in residence.

Samuel Lester Smith ( W i l l i a m Spencer Smith's grandson)
recalled that Miss Mart in helped youngsters further their educa‑
tion and some earned college degrees; “she opened doors for them
because of who she was and who she knew”.

In 1935, illness forced Miss Martin to resign. Captain Charles L.
Conder of the Church Army, an evangelical w i n g of the Episcopal
Church, took over as director.

When the A r m y took o v e r , they stopped keeping children. They
also used the facility for training purposes and sometimes would
have several men in training. The Church Army was composed of
uniformed laymen, who served the church in areas unable to sup‑
por t ordained Episcopal clergy. At a later t ime, Captain Thomas
Wheat was another very popular m a n in charge.

Of 90 families which lived within a three mile radius of i t , 76
were served by the House of Happiness in some manner.

It provided a school for children until about 1939. The state had
purchased property nearby and planned to build a new school, but
with better transportation available, they elected to bus House of
Happiness School students to Temperance Hill School, three miles
a w a y .

During the 1940's, the House of Happiness became less of a mis‑
sion and more of a church. Improvements made in roads, t r a n s ‑
portation and communications contributed to the eventual decline
of the Mission in 1952.

House of Happiness Chimney ‐ A l l That
Remains

A small House of Happines
of the old Mission today.

Miss Augusta B e n n i n g M
needs at the t i m e and

n. Submitted by: Ral;
urces: The House of H a p

ts from Li l ian Cam
t i n e Sumner: The Daily Se

Jenny’s Chape
Chapel Church of€

. Alabama in Jackson C
1. The Modern Woodsme
ding fund. Their

m e e t i n g s were
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communi ty  pu l led
together to g e t the
church through these
t w o t raged ies , and
although the build‑
i n g deteriorated
great ly in l a t e r
years, has n o w been
panel led, carpeted,
central heat and a i r ,
v i n y l s id ing on a l l
ex ter io r woodwork
and is a very attrac‑

had very close relations with the Green Academy. When the
Academy was disbanded, Mr. Barron helped obtain the lumber to
rebuild the church after i t s second fire. When the church was
rebuilt this t ime, the way the building faced was changed from the
south to the w e s t , n o w facing County Road 8.

The bell at the Green Academy was first purchased by Samuel
and Elizabeth Steel for $350. When the Academy disbanded, they
gave the bell to the church, which is n o w mounted in the church
steeple. Submitted by: NoelA. Sosebee, Pastor

M t . Z ion Missionary Bapt is t Church
The Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church was organized some‑

time i n the 1800's, holding s e r v i c e s o n the third Sunday o f the
month. We believe the first church building w a s erected under
Rev. O.D. Grear. Pastorship moved on to the Rev. John Washing‑
t o n , followed by Rev. Wil l Helton.

Under Rev. Helton, the second edifice w a s erected.
Rev. Hampton was n e x t , then Rev. C.E. Ackl in, followed by Rev.

Charley Snodgrass, then Rev. Daniel.
A s t o r m blew the church down anda new edifice was const ruct ‑

ed, with Deacon Freddie Helton asbuilder.
Next came Rev. L a w, followed by Rev. Drake, Rev. Tim Walker,

is, Rev. A.P. Crutcher, Rev. C. Huggins, Rev. T. C l a y,
R e y. W. White. Rev. E. White and Rev. D. Coleman.

Under Rev. Coleman, o u r p resen t edifice w a s erected here on
County Road 105, with groundbreaking ceremony held in October
of 1983. The dedication service was conducted in Apri l , 1986.

Next came Rev. W. Steele and Rev. G.C. Boone.
Our p r e s e n t pastor i sRev. Otis Babbs, J r.
We leave this message to al l who look into this book:

“In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of
God through the Spirit”.

Ephesians
Submitted b y : Debra P. Clay, P.O. Box 341, Hollywood, AL 35752.
Source: Church records

M u d Creek Pr imi t ive Bapt istChurch
Mud Creek Primitive Baptist Church, referred to as Old Baptist

Church/Cem. was constructed in 1819. It is the oldest documented
Baptist Church in Jackson County. It is located on the outskirts of

Hollywood, on Co. Rd.
69. There are many
unmarked graves ,
and m a n y older
stones that are
unmarked. Some
stones found here are
dated back to 1866.
There are many Tal‑
leys and Holts and
related family mem‑
bers buried here.
There are a numer ‑
ous number of other
family names located
here too numerous to
name. Submitted by:
committee.
Source:
Knowledge.

PersonalMud Creek Primitive Baptist Church

New Hope Missionary Bapt is t Church
Hollywood,Alabama

1885-1997
The Reverend Frank Cobb became pastor of this congregation in

1885. The exact date of the church organization is unknown, but
al l available information indicates that it w a s in 1885. At that
time public school was taught in this church. The land where the
church was located w a s donated by t w o of the deacons of this
church. The two deacons that donated the land w e r e Henry Q.
Stewart and Henry D. Stewart. The church was built by the mem‑
bers and friends of the community. The membership was only five
members. Service was held once a month on the first Sunday in
each month. The church is located on County Road 36.

Ministers who have served the c o n g r e g a t i o n include Reverend
Will Helton, Reverend William Hampkin, Reverend Cl i f f E. Ack‑
l i n , Reverend Naman Townsend, Reverend Chirley Harr is, Rev‑
erend Riley Townsend, Reverend Henry Haskin, and the c u r r e n t
p a s t o r, William R. Tibbs. Current statistics indicate active m e m ‑
bers total 125.

Past Servants of the New Hope Missionary Baptist Church:
Ministers ‐ Reverend Alex McCarver, Reverend Grady

Cothron, Reverend Daughton Allison, Reverend Harce Snodgrass,
Reverend Frank Hurst, Reverend Henry Tugue, Reverend Sandy
Wooden, Reverend Thomas J. Allison, Reverend A. W. White.

Pastors ‐ Reverend Frank Cobb, Reverend Will Hel ton, Rev‑
erend Cl i f f Acklin, Reverend William Hampkin, Reverend Chirley
Harris, Reverend Riley Townsend.

Deacons ‐ Deacon Henry Q. Stewart, Deacon Henry D. Stew‑
a r t , Deacon Pearl Jones, Deacon Sammy Stewart, Deacon Danny
Stewart, Deacon Fred Tr imew, Deacon Mose Grayson, Deacon
K i n g D. Snodgrass, Sr., Deacon Sam Stewart, Deacon James
Nichelson, Deacon Henry Ford, Deacon Jeff Griggs, Deacon Oscar
Har r i s , Deacon Henry Walker.

Mothers ‐ Mother Lucy Snodgrass, Mother Dora Jones, Mother
Eula Stewart , Mother Mat t ie Snodgrass, Mother Lue Harr is ,
Mother Mary Snodgrass, Mother Meltida Stewart, Mother Ada
White, Mother Stella Ford, Mother Dove McCarver, Mother Lula
Wright, Mother Cora McCamey, Mother Matoka Snodgrass.

Reverend William R. Tibbs, Pastor.
Sister Mary L. Snodgrass, Church Clerk.

N o r t h Houston Street Church Of Chr is t
The North Houston Street Church of Christ was established in

1942. Bro. John Henry C l a y came to Scottsboro and held a t e n t
revival down by Mack Finley’s Cafe to teach about the new testa ‑
m e n t church. He was an outstanding preacher. During the revival,
the first members to be added to the church were Sis. Pink
Cothron, Bro. Alvin Edmondson, Sis. Viola Sanford, Bro. Robert
Gardner, Sis. Lou Gardner, Sis. Alberta Jenkins, Bro. Bud Strong,
Sis. Lottie McDonald, and Sis. Emma Williams.

In the beginning,
church and Bible
study was held in the
different members
homes. Eventually
they were able to
obtain a loan and
have the church
built. Through much
hard work and
praye r, those few
members were able
to pay the loan off.
In i t ia l ly, there was

North Houston Street Church of Christ 2° money for pewa
were used. There was no carpeting and outside bathrooms. The
church was heated by a wood heater with the pipe running o u t the
window. Baptisms were done at Bynum Spring at the end of Gant
H i l l or where ever was suitable. The original building is sti l l being
used today. It has been added o n t o twice. In addition to the main
sanctuary, there is an office, two classrooms, indoor restrooms,
dining r o o m , kitchen, and baptismal pool.

In about 1948, after the church was built and operating smooth‑
ly, the following members were added: Sis. Odell Johnson, Sis.
Mary V. Green, Sis. Nora McDonald, Bro. John L. McDonald, Bro.
John Duncan, Sis. Sarah Alberry, Bro. Bi l ly Tucker, Sis. Willie

debe D u n c a n ,Sis. Sarak Alin‘acker,Sis. E l m a r i n eMcDanal
S e a f o r dt oname a few.

Sance 1942, the church has
been a c c o m p l i s h e d .There hesBre.D i n s i m o r e ,Bro. Dime, I
b u r c h i s c u r r e n t l y being p e
Gerts of one man in 2tent me
hes evolved into a strong Ciaag

O ld U n i t yC &
Many fond memories Emgese

ed school at Old U n i t y .2 Presi
Mieynard's Cove. The name “GJ
cangregation, as well as o t h e x s ]
eGSart t o c r e a t e better s c h o s i s ,

Leecel Proctor w a s ene w i t
ffiece beamed with happimess a
wearbles. bal l games, and d e g
eazried eggs to school to b a y3
dests who were less fortunate
Cernel ison, who lost his Hife 3
Rey Sloan. Some oft h e teache:
and Henry Robinson. On Angu
e p e r reported that 89 stude:
a l y . Sabbath School was org:
James was assisted by Miss Zu:

A faded and t o r n p i c t u r e t
Den, Myrtle, Nola, Ina , Lawre
Gee Corne l i son , Dave, Lo ra , a1
M i t c h e l l , C l a r a , Ernest, and J
Sm Barnes, Belle Thomas, Ar
teacher, M r . Sewell.

Old Un i ty burned sometim:
the Tupelo School which wa
burned after it had been conv
members transferred the i r
Chapel Methodist Church, wi
&s- Walter F. Proctor, 724 S o u t
2539.
Source: Excerpts from El
the North Jackson Progre

P i k e v i l l e  ¢
The Pikeville Church of Goc

John Wilkins from Letcher, ;
o r g a n i z e the church, secure
building material. This churct
Wilkins pastored. Beginning
Emma Tidwell Wilkins and
Letcher down Cumberland
God where he pastored for m
pated in Sunday School and ct

Duringthe summer months
w a s preaching, singing and
There were lots of “Amens” fr
congregation. Mourners would
Not Tonight” would be sung
c o m i n g to a close. Families w
came in wagons, cars and t r u
miles walked. Baptisms for t)
son Creek and later in the bac

The church was also the me
know each other, often endin;
church has been gone for seve
in those who enjoyed the te
Pikeville Church of God. S u b j
Scott St reet , Scottsboro, AL 35
Sources: Excerpts f r o m t h e ’
McAlpin.

j izabet

P i lg r im F i rs
Methodist C h t

Pilgrim C. M. Church beg
1900's. Ear ly efforts by Rev
church wi th a “bush arbor”
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In 1940 through the efforts of the Y o u n g Mens Class, Pisgah
Church hired i t s firs t “ fu l l t ime” p a s t o r , Rev. James Waters.
Throughout the history of Pisgah, the Pisgah Baptist Church has
been very influential in the religious, social, and educational devel‑
opment of the community. Submitted by: Topical Committee
Sources: ( 1 ) “History of Pisgah”; a theme by high school student
Mamie Callaham; 1928. ( 2 ) “ H i s t o r y of Pisgah Alabama”; Wi lbanks,

ladge Mull ins; The Jackson County Advertise r i l 2 8 , 1973. ( 3 )
“Pisgah Founding Fathers Emphasized Education”: Woodfin, By:

The“Daily Sentinel,April 1992. Pisgah Slates Dedications of
New Church, Post Office”: Hollis, Guy; The Huntsville Times, Nov. 5,
1967. ( 5 ) History of Pisgah Baptist Church 1851-1973; Wheeler.
Emmet B. and Wheeler, Richard L . ; 1973

Pisgah Church Of Chr i s t
The Pisgah Church of Chr is t located on Church Street and

Highway 58 in Pisgah, was built in 1953. Before the building was
bui l t , the church m e t in the agriculture building where Mr. George
Washington Holley the min is te r, taught agriculture. Mr. Holley
w a s a local minister of the Church of Christ for anumber of years.

The block bu i ld ing
was almost complet‑
ed when he passed
a w a y w i t h a hear t
at tack in  January,
1953. The classrooms
and bathrooms were
added in the 1960's
and the building w a s
bricked and remod‑
eled in the 1980's.

In 1939, before the
church b u i l t t he i r
building, W. A. Black

Pisgah Church of Christ eeefee meee
tional Christian church building. Then in the summer of 1948,
George Mann held a tent meeting in Pisgah. In the early 1940,
Midas Roberts held a bush arbor meeting n e a r the Kings Chapel
Community. Charles Holder would hold gospel meetings during
the summer for several years.

Bible study and communion occurred every Sunday with preach‑
ing about t w o Sundays a month. Some of the minister who have
preached at Pisgah before a full-time preacher was hired include
Midas Roberts, Charles H o l d e r , George M a n n , Jack W i l h e l m ,
Floyd Henderson, Sanford Roberts, Howard Ivey, Charles Wash‑
burn , Bedford Beck, and Ronald Givens. Paul Tidwell moved to the
area in about 1962 to teach school and became the preacher. Then
Clay Kidwell became the full-time preacher for a number of years.
In 1971, Butch Foster moved to the area and became the full-time
minister and remained unti l 1996 when he was hired as the educa‑
tional minister of the Broad Street Church of Christ in Scottsboro.
Submitted by: Katie Precise, 534 County Rd. 60, Pisgah,AL 35765

Pleasant View Cemetery
After the Civil War a veteran of that w a r , Samuel H. Hollaway,

moved his family from Georgia and settled on Sand Mountain in
North Alabama. Because there were no community burial grounds
available for him and his neighbors, he donated a two-acre tract of
land in the northwest corner of his farm for a burial ground. This
site became known as Pleasant View Cemetery. The first bur ia l , a
still-born Lovvorn in fant , was made on March 11, 1895.

The land was cleared of i t s trees as other burials followed. The
Pleasant View Baptist Church building was erected nearby. The
church adopted the cemetery as one way of serving the communi‑
t y. By 1900 the church had begun an annual Decoration Day
event . This event was to be held on the Saturday before the second
Sunday in M a y o f each year. The prog ram for the day usually
included a sermon from a noted preacher on the subject of “The
Resurrection.” After the sermon the old m e n , each carrying a bas‑
ket of flowers and accompanied by t w o small children, placed flow‑
ers on all the graves in the cemetery.

Early burials were like those in other pioneer cemeteries. The
ringing of the bell told the community that a burial was to take
place. (By tolling the bell in a certain way the age of the deceased
was made k n o w n . ) Neighbors took ou t time from their work to
build a box for the coffin and another box to serve as a vault into

40

which the coffin w a s placed. Other neighbors came to the cemetery
to hand-dig the grave and perform al l other work required for the
burial. When the grave w a s filled w i th dirt and shaped into a

mound, flowers were
placed and a wooden
board at the head
and at the foot
served as markers.
Some of these boards
w e r e never replaced
with marble monu ‑
ments .

The c o m m u n i t y
cared for the ceme‑
t e r y . O n the week
before decorat ion,
families gathered to
spread the mounds

of red clay dirt left over from previous burials, to scrape the weeds,
grass and briers off the grounds and to sweep the ground wi th
brush brooms.

The idea of what constituted an attract ive cemetery changed
over time. The invention of the r o t a r y m o w e r made people appreci‑
a t e the beauty of a green sod. To achieve this n e w standard,
mounded gravel had to be leveled and obstacles in the w a y of m o w ‑
i ng needed to be removed.

With the passage of t ime, changes occurred. Several hundred
g raves were in the
c e m e t e r y . The c a r e
and concern became
a problem t o o b ig for
the c h u r c h , there ‑
f o r e , the church
decided to divorce
itself from the prob‑
lem. The Home
Demonstration Club
of the community
assumed the respon‑
sibility for soliciting
m o n e y t o h i r e the
m o w i n g done. I n a

few years donations became harder to obtain. Interest in the ceme‑
te ry began to diminish and fear that the cemetery might goback to
the woods for lack of maintenance and upkeep disturbed many.

A study revealed that rural cemeteries, after 150 to 200 years,
will go back to the woods unless steps are taken to prevent i t . Two
basic reasons will insure this happening: ( 1 ) Families die o u t and
( 2 ) Grandchildren in m o s t families are n o t interested in caring for
their grandparents graves.

The decision was made to organize a corporation to m a n a g e ,
develop and maintain the cemetery in perpetuity. The Pleasant
View Cemetery Association was duly incorporated on June 30,
1979 with Delbert Hicks as President, Roy Buford as Vice-presi‑
dent and Agee Strickland S e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r. Persons who
have served, o r are now s e r v i n g , a s t rus tees include Barry Pickett,
Dr. L. E. Hollaway and Dr. Keith Gorham.

Today, June 1997, the cemetery has grown from the original 2
acres to 6 acres with
1200 graves and
total spaces for 4000.
The t r u s t fund
exceeds $108 ,000
and one day w i l l
exceed $700 ,000 .
Thousands of dollars
have been invested
in an office and shop
building. The ceme‑
t e r y has a l l the
equ ipment  tha t  i s
required to do a buri‑

Officeand Shop theeemetery.
This dream is truly becoming “A Beautiful Garden of Memo‑

ries”. This landmark is located on Highway 71between Dutton
and Pisgah. Submitted by: Delbert Hicks, 506 Veterans D r. , Scotts‑
boro, AL 35768
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to get his crop plant‑
ed. The neighbors
came over and plant‑
e d the c o r n , which
w a s h i s m a i n c r o p
that yea r. The men
shared t h e i r tools
and the women a l l
shared their ideas on
how t o c a n v e g e t a ‑
bles and fruit. This
w a s real ly c o u n t r y
living!

Several of the fam‑
ilies w e r e members

o f the Church o f Christ a s were m y p a r e n t s . Since there was n o
church building, they m e t from house to house for worship s e r v i c e
on Sunday. I remember riding in a wagon to Hytop, which was t e n
miles from o u r house. After a few months of this, they decided to
m e e t at the home of Elisha Payne, who was more centrally located.
In 1946, the m e n cut logs from their farms and used the lumber to
build a church building. Again, the neighbors who weren’t mem‑
bers of the Church of Christ helped in many w a y s . Herman Lynch
owned land n e x t to Elisha Payne. He gave land to build the church
building on. He made the deed to my Dad, Elisha Payne and E. A.
Williamson. They made a note to Word Lumber Co. for supplies to
finish the building.

With the help of the community, other congregations of the
churcho fC h r i s t , and the Lord , the note was paid off i n 1947. This
bui lding, located on County Road 107, was remodeled twice. In
1972, the building was sold and a n e w one was built on Hwy 79 at
Skyline. Submitted by: Thelma Payne Simmons, 12415 AL Hwy 65,
Hollytree, AL 35751
Sources: Records kept by Albert Payne and others.

Sky l ine Church Of God
In the 1940’s reverend W.W. Morgan w a s pastoring Letcher

Church of God in the Winiger community onCumberland Moun‑
tain. He w e n t to the gymnasium at the Skyline School for a revival

during this time and
+ with the reception he

received, he fe l t
there was enough
interest for a Church
of God in the Skyline
communi ty.

Under the leader‑
ship of Reverend
Morgan, the dream
and vision of a
Church of God at
Skyl ine was realized.

The church was
s e t in order on
November 21, 1958.
E lmer and Pansy
Corenelison donated
p r o p e r t y for the
church to be built on

79. Since there was no building on this p r o p e r t y the Cor‑
nelison’s graciously offered their store front building on Highway
25 near the Rock Store to have services. The congregation m e t
there unti l the church basement was completed in 1960.

The church started with 26 members which included: W.W.
Morgan, G.S. Lear, Kenneth Manning, S.B. Manning, W.T. Shel‑
t o n , Elmer Cornelison, Billy Jack Shelton, Tommie Wayne Man‑
ning, Thurman Sharp, Benton Manning, B.M. H a l l , Bertha Cook,
Victoria Paradise, Clara Morgan, Pat L e a r, Pansy Cornelison, Inez
Shelton, Juanita Shelton Kill ingsworth, Eva Manning, Eunice
Manning Sharpe, Betty Jean Shelton Ika rd , Tilda Manning, Ruby
Sharp, Clera Ha l l , Faye Manning, Myrtle Sharp.

These 26 members hada vision of a church sitting on this beau‑
t i ful h i l l surrounded by a pret ty lawn and scenic setting. With this
dream in mind they went to work with pledges, selling hot dogs,
hamburgers, cake sales, and one year a potato crop, spearheaded
by W.T. Shelton, to help with the p a y m e n t which seemed to come
around too soon.

Skyline Church of God
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Through this hard work, the congregation completed the main
auditorium and moved to the top , leaving the basement for Sunday
School rooms and fellowship hall.

Over the years , a parsonage hi
sion has been added. This cons ’
fellowship hall and a ful l kitchen.

A children’s church has been added with DeAnne Golden serv‑
i n g in this department. The children’s church is n o wa big p a r t of
the church. This includes all the video equipment and visual aides
necessary to teach children on their level.

The property joining the church p r o p e r t y was p u t on the market
and the church purchased it in the pas t year with m o r e expansions
envisioned.

The S k y l i n e Church of God now has a membership of 150 mem‑
bers but it is the charter members we have to give a big thank you
for this beautiful church and surroundings. Sprinkled among the
congregation sits a few charter members, but n o t many. Out in the
foyer, less we forget, hangs portraits of those gone on. It is these
people that had a vision. It is n o w up to their children and grand‑
children to keep the vision going.

Leaders of o u r Flock: W.W. Morgan, Willus Saul’s, C.M. Helm’s,
T.E. Noles, David H. Davis, Wil l iam Ridgeway, B.E. Nichole’s,
Carl M i l l e r, John A. Lumbard, T.P. Al len, LeRoy S m i t h , Charlie
Gu inn , Jerry Glenn, Steven Wal lace, Jerry Glenn. Submitted by:
Pearline Ashburn, 10546 Co. Rd. 17 (Skyline) Woodville, AL 35776.
Kim Killingsworth Lewis, 9245 Co. Rd. 17 (Skyline) Woodville, AL

s been built and a large exten ‑
of Sunday School r o o m s , a new

35776

His tory  Of
Sain t El izabethMissionary Bap t i s t Church

1888 - 1997
The church w a s organized in the Five Points Community in

Scottsboro, Alabama in the year of 1888 under the leadership of
Reverend Lewis Roach who served as i ts first p a s t o r. The first
ordained Deacons were Brother Joe Trimmel and Brother Lewis
Campbell. It is n o t known how many years Reverend Lewis Roach
served as p a s t o r, but he was succeeded by his cousin, Reverend
Jeff Roach, who served untiringly unti l Reverend W.C. Coffey was
elected p a s t o r . It was under the leadership of Reverend W.C. Cof‑

fey that the churchtO vA >
. 7

was moved from the
” Five Points commu‑ror, nity to a location on

Maple St ree t o f f
Houston Street in
Scottsboro. At this
locat ion, Reverends
Pinson, Fred Whise‑
n a n c e , Murphy Tal‑
ley, W.C. Crutcher,
and M.C.M. Harris
served a s p a s t o r s .
(1935-1960).

In 1940 the church
moved again. Under

the leadership of Reverend M.C.M. Harris the church moved to its
present location at 210 Walnut Street. The ordained Deacons at
the time of the move and construction of the new church building
were: Deacons Thorton Edwards, John Stapler, Will Mosley, Joe
Stone, Ed Cot ton, J.T. Robinson, Robert Gan t , Jessie Stanchel,
Warren Stanchel, and Archie Stapler.

After the death of Reverend M.C Harris who served fo
years, Reverend Richard Johnson served as pastor for 10 years
( 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 7 0 ) . Under his leadership a k i tchen, dining r o o m , and
classrooms were added to the church.

In 1970, Reverend E.E. Morton was elected pastor and served 14
years (1970-1984), Under his leadership the Fellowship Hall was
bu i l t , n e w musical instruments were purchased, and central heat‑
ing and air were installed.

After the retirement of Reverend Mor ton , Reverend John D.
Ewing was elected pastor and served 11 years. Under his leader‑
ship the church was renovated and beautified.

Other m e n who served as Deacons and were n o t listed above
were: Deacons Mark Stapler, Tilman Walke r, Floyd Snodgra
Eddie Lee M o o r e , William L. England, Hugh Edwards, Archie
Stewart, Tyree Tal ley, Richard Johnson, Henry Huggins, Ear l
Henry, James Walker, Willie Jones, and Richard Townsend.

Saint Elizabeth Missionary Baptist Church
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neighboring farmer. This deed is u n i q u e in that it provides that at
any future time the church ceases to function as a church , the land
r e v e r t s back to its original owner. his heirs or a s s i g n s .

L a t e r , the old church was t o r n down.
Sometime after 1940, the church bui lding w a s renovated, the

second s t o r y removed and classrooms added to the rear. Members
of the Masonic Lodge moved their memberships over to Ider after
the renovation.

For a number of y e a r s , an annual Homecoming Day has been
observed by members and friends of the church. Submitted b y :
Committee
Source: Upper Sand Mountain Parish records

Trenton Presbyter ian C h u r c h
Newly renovated, Trenton Presbyterian Church is ready for the

t c e n t u r y. Located i n Paint Rock Valley a t Tr e n t o n , the
church w a s founded in 1903 by sixteen charter members who
included M r . Paul Robertson and Miss Mollie Williams. The first
pastor was Reverend W.J. Walker who resigned September 3,
1905, because of failing health.

An interest ing s to ry was recorded in the church’s j o n m i n ‑
u t e s 1/29/1906. Two elders were appointed to see t w o women: one
o n the charge o f dancing and the other o n the charge o f a d u l t e r y .

The l a t t e r elder
drowned in Pa in t
Rock River March
2 3 , 1906, before he
could r e p o r t t o the
s e s s i o n . N o fur ther
information of either
a s s i g n m e n t
recorded.

Meticulous n o t e s
reveal p a t t e r n s o f
g i v i n g . I n 1933, Rev
Berry Copeland was
paid from 25 to 50
c e n t s p e r month b y
Mrs . Effie Penney

Mr. W.G, Johnson paid from %bushel meal valued at 40 c e n t s to
$10. M r . I . N . Finley and sons Felix and Floyd s o m e t i m e s paid one
bushel of corn valued at 75 c e n t s .

After a long dry spell in 1936, Sunday School Secretary J. A.
Humphrey reported heavy rain from Jul to July 4: “The r i v e r
w a s from one m o u n t a i n t o the other ; this h e largest tide that
anyone remembers.”

In 1933 a large number of Baptists became members of the
church. For a number o f years a f t e r w a r d , the church flourished
wi th close to 100 people attending Sabbath School. No s
n o t e s appear from 1944 until 1950. In 1950 Rev. Robert M. Muir
reinstated s e r v i c e s and was pastor for over 40 ye: After some
t i m e he and his wife Euniece considered the m e m b e r s as their
extended family. During some of this t i m e , the Rev. Mui r was pas‑
t o r of nine churches known as the Madison-Limestone Larger
Parish

Active members in the 1950s’ were as follows: I. N. and Susie
Jane Finley, Floyd, Lucy, Fe l i x , Buna, and Ted Finl irgi l ,
O m a , and Glen S m i t h , Lula Jane Humphrey, H a r v e y, N o r a ,
Howard, Jean, and Curtis Humphrey, Sammie and Ventrice Lind‑
sey, Winston and Ethel Smi th , Emily St. C l a i r , Mrs. Arthur Robin‑
son, George and Willie Honea, Odell and Bertha Woods, and Box
Vandiver. Ventrice Lindsey was p i a n i s

Made of wood, the church was always painted until recently
when it was covered in vinyl. Gordon Rose of Huntsville Awning
Company and Mike Watson, founder of Three Springs School, were
generous contributors. Remaining expenses were m e t by the mem‑
bers , the c u r r e n t pas to r, Rev. and Mrs. John J o h n s t o n , and
friends. Submitted b y : Jean Humphrey Arndt
Sources: Church records
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Tr i n i t y Bap t i s t C h u r c h
It was one of those hot July days in 1973 when Brother Robert

Chr isman, Albert Ward, David Tubbs, Herbert “Hot Shot” Brad‑
fo rd , and several others met at the home of Bi l l and Betty Stewart
for a time of prayer and sharing.

Soon after this meeting, other Christians joined this prayer
group and began meeting in the Scottsboro Recreation Center for
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Sunday morning and
nday evening ser‑
es. Brother John

S h i r l e y brought the
age to this

3 fol‑lowed by other
preachers i n c l u d i n g
B r o t h e r Robert
C h r i s m a n , who
preached on numer‑
ous o c c a s i o n s . Broth‑
er Terry Roberts and

e r  R a n d a l l
also preached.

Rev. Randall Lyles accepted the call to be the first pas to r of Trini‑
ty Baptist Church.

The group m e t at the recreation center until a s t o r e building on
the square at 231 Market Street was rented. On Sunday. Decem‑
ber 9, 1973,at 2 p.m., thirty-nine charter members organized and
constituted Scottsboro’s n e w e s t Southern Bapt Church. At the
1974 annual m e e t i n g of the Tennessee River Missionary Baptist

Baptist Church was received i n t o the associa‑
t i o n . In April 1975, work on a n e w church building began on 3.7
acres of land on Sherwood Drive. Later a fellowship hal l w;
added to the main building. Much oft h e work on the building was
done b y members o f the church. With a s a n c t u a r y sea t i ng 350 peo‑
ple. a baptistery, pastor's study, fellowship hal l , secreta office,
n u r s e r y, and twelve Sunday school r o o m s , the church continues to
grow. Rev. Dwight Everett is the c u r r e n t pas to r with loyal support
f rom h is lovely w i f e , Vicky Evere t t . Submit ted by: Addie Ruth
Smar t , P.O. Box 151, Scottsboro, AL

Trinity Baptist Church Scottsboro, AL

U p p e r Sand M o u n t a i n Par ish
The Upper Sand Mountain parish of the Uni ted Methodist

Church came to life i n 1969 as the cord l i nk i ng t e n small member‑
ship rural c o n g r e g a t i o n s i n northeast Alabama. Methodism had
been a formative force in the early settlement of Upper Sand
Mountain. Many oft h e churches were served by part-time pastors
with limited resources for outreach and m i n i s t r y . Increasing con‑
c e r n for witness and m i n i s t r y i n ru ra l c o m m u n i t i e s led local

church leaders to
explore innovat ive

for the
The La rge r

Parish c o n c e p t
emerged as the m o s t
viable opt ion

Reverend Doyce
G u n t e r , a n a t i v e o f
H e n a g a r. was
appointed as the first
Parish Director. The
Parish became a p a r t
of the Albertville Dis‑
t r i c t and reached o u t

to all area churches for consideration of membership. When the
constitution completed in 1972, twelve churches ratified it and
became charter members. Later some churches chose to withdraw
from the cooperative. l eav i ng t e n in 1976. There t e n were
Henagar, Forest H i l l , Flat Rock, Section, D u t t o n , Sulphur Springs,
Robertson Chapel, Wesley's Chapel, Lusk Chapel and Holland's
Chapel. Sulphur Springs and Holland’s Chapel were discontinued
I d e r , King’s Chapel and Chan Chapel were added. To d a y,
eleven churches c o m p r i s e the parish.

Many of the initial goals and v i s i o n s of the Parish have been real‑
ized and continue to inspire a m o v i n g Methodist witness in the area
The prayers, financial gifts, t ime and s e r v i c e s of amultitude of com‑
mitted Methodist lay personsand staff. in and beyond the Par ish,
have opened up new life and vitality for Christian witness “on the
mountain”. Submitted by: Dorsey Walker, P.O. ',Sylvania, AL

Parish Ministry Center

U n i o n Cemetery
On 16 July 1834 Moses and Catharine Manning Maples.

Woodville, Alabama residents s i n c e 1827, deeded one acre in the
northeast q u a r t e r of the southeast quar ter of Section 3 5 , Range 3
Eas t . To w n s h i p 4 South. o n e and one-ha l f mi les n o r t h o f

W o o d v i l l e , t o “ t h e
Deacons of the Unit‑
ed Baptist of the a r m
of Bethel Church or
t h  u c c e s s o r s
office” ( U n i o n Primi‑
t ive Baptist C h u r c h )
to provide a place wo

later in the year a n d
was buried n e a r the
meetinghouse; th
began Union Ceme‑

. On 3 November 1999 3
about three-fourths acres t p ;
Semitary purposes”. Absat Z
tional burial space Reck mum

was buried onhis lead m ES
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Services are : Sunday, 10:00 A.M.; 11:00 A.M.; Sunday Night,
6:00 P.M. ; Wednesday Night, 7:00 P.M.

Mr. George Robinson, J r. is the minister. Mr. J.D. Pyle is the
adult Bible class teacher. Mr. Sherman Patterson and Mr. Herbert
Barnes are song leaders. Submitted by: Mrs. Glennis Pat terson, 186
Co. Rd. 1812, Woodville, AL 35776 and Mrs. Karen Chambers, 74 Co.
Rd. 183, Woodville, AL 35776
Sources of the Woodville Church of Christ's history: Mrs. Audrey Ha l l ,
155 Railroad St., Woodville, AL 35776. History of Jackson County,
Ala. by J.R. Kennamer (Book). History of Woodvil le, Ala. Compiled by
Alice Ruth Page Woodville, AL 35776

Woodville Missionary Bapt is t C h u r c h
When you look at the modern building, the leadership and activ‑

ities of today’s Woodville Missionary Baptist church, it is difficult
to remember or realize i ts humble beginnings.

That beginning was August 13 , 1931. It was a Thursday, and
the organizational meeting w a s held in the Woodville School audi‑
torium. Rev. A.B. Conant presided and read to those present the
rules for organizing a Baptist Church. Those presen t decided to

e r e c t the church
b u i l d i n g o n a s i te
donated by M r. and
Mrs . R.L. Jones. A
supervising-finance
committee, consist‑
i n g of Rev. Conant,
W.G. Jones , W.S.
Prince, H.L. Hodges,
M r s . B idd ie Jones
and Mrs. Elsie Bar‑
c lay was named to
oversee the organiza‑
tion.

Less than a month
la te r, building mate‑

rials were on site and on September 8, the church was formally
organized. Two days later the first nai l was driven to erect the
building and exactly a month later on October 10, 1931, the build‑
i n g was completed at a cost of $627.90, which did n o t include the
free labor donated by the community. Sunday School was orga‑
nized October 11 , with 42 members and on October 18, the Baptist
Young People’s Union wasa reality with 30 members.

The first service in the new building w a s held October 27 by
Rev. W.F. Brooks. The first pastor, called November 25, was Rev.
W.A. Rector who served for two years.

Charter membersof the church were Mrs. R.L. Jones, Mrs. W.G.
( A m a n d a ) Jones, Mrs. L.C. (Nann ie ) Campbell, Mrs. Elsie Barcla;
Mrs. Syd ( D o n n i e ) McGehee, Mrs. L.C. K e n n a m e r, P.F. Maple:
and Mrs. Cleo Rich. The first to join and be baptized were W.G.
Jones and Katie Campbell.

The first baptismal service was held September 13, when a
large crowd gathered at the Paint Rock river. Today, the Highway
72 bridge crosses the site. The ministers present to lead the service
were Rev. Conant and Rev. Brooks. Rev. Conant read the devotion‑
al and Rev. Brooks spoke. When the invitation was given for mem‑
bership, Mr. and Mrs. Homer Hodges, Mrs. Clyde Cameron and
J.O. Barclay came forward. Rev. Conant baptized all except Katie
Campbell who was baptized by Rev. Brooks.

Following that service a meeting was held at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. W.G. Jones and it was decided that P.F. Maples, Mrs.
W.G. Jones and Mrs. Syd McGehee would attend the Tennessee
River Association and seek membership for the Woodville Church.

On February 7, 1932, P.F. Maples, Homer Hodges and W.G.

Jones were voted as deacons and the three were ordained on
February 28, then the membership became very active. La te r, five
Sunday School rooms were added to the sanc tua ry. Almost every
decade, there have been some major renovation to the facility.

The present structure has 6 Sunday School rooms, a fellowship
ha l l and k i t chen , a pastor’s study and an additional business
office. The sanctuary i s furnished with oak f u r n i t u r e , a n organ,
piano and a baptismal that is highlighted by a beautiful mural
done by Mrs. Montel Hodges.

Since the church was organized there have been 285 professions
of fai th and 290 members who united with the church through
transfer of letter or statement. The present resident membership
is approximately 118.

The church offers Sunday School classes for all age groups, has
an active Brotherhood and Women on Missions group, choir and
youth programs and activities.

The present pastor is Rev. Danny Gipson. The church has 3
active deacons. Submitted by: B i l l Jones, P.O. Box 6, Woodville, AL
35776. & Glenda Hodges, Woodville, AL 35776
Sources: Church Records

Woodville Uni tedMethodis t Church
The Woodville United Methodist Church closed i t s doors after

125 years of Christian worship, June 9, 1996. A final service held
at 11 a.m., Sunday, June 9, 1996 with the Rev. Gerry Hearin,
Huntsville District Superintendent, as gues t speaker.

The church was
buil t in 1871, mak‑
i n g it the oldest
church bu i l d ing in
Woodville. Because
of this, the building
was also used for
mee t i ngs o f o ther
denominations, until
they w e r e able to
build church build‑
ings of their o w n .

The church build‑
i ng , constructed in
1871, was the fi rs t
church b u i l t in
Woodville. Th is

building no longer exists. The present bui lding was constructed in
1912. I t i s o f frame c o n s t r u c t i o n , painted white with a high ceiling.
It stands today as it was originally constructed, except for some
additions and improvements to help keep pace with the times.

The large pot-bellied stove, which originally heated the church
is long-gone, having been replaced by central heating and air-con‑
ditioning in the 1970's, but the atmosphere of welcome to visitors
and comfort to members it conveyed continued throughout the
y e a r s .

The church began i ts operation as an independent Methodist
Church in 1871. In 1872, it was shown to have 62 members. It
became affiliated with the North Alabama Methodist Conference
in 1905.

The Church’s first minister was the Rev. R.J. Wilson, who
served for four years. The last pastor that served the church was
R e y. Nancy Engle.

The future of the church building is not certain at this t i m e , but
the Town of Woodville is making plans to secure the building to
preserve it for historical purposes.Submitted by: Virginia Skelton
Sources; Church records and members.

SCHOOLS
Schools

46

m o s t schools remained pay schools un t i l after the Civil War. In
1874 the public schools in Jackson County received the sum of
$1.75 per pupil in public funds as an allocation from the legisla‑
ture. Al l schools at that time and unt i l June of 1956 were under
the Jackson County School Sys tem. Given the nature of the times
from that period of time until the sixty’s, a l l schools were segregat‑
ed pursuant to State Law. For a number of years the coun t y had
up to 125 o n e , two and three room or m o r e schools. Among the
schools were Temperance H i l l , Cumberland Mountain (s ta r ted by

U.S. G o v e r n m e n t , ) Flat Rock
C h u r c h ) , the Green Academn
Gross Springs, S i m i l a x , Suns
Byrds H i l l , Wininger, Wannv i
s o n t o w n , F a i r fi e l d , Bridgeport
Family), Cave Springs, Carw
D N i l a , Crescent H i l l , B
Sodum. Most of these were ele
Junior High Schools. The firs
Male and Female Inst i tute
School, which after being e s t :

Method is t , and then bee
then Scottsboro High School,
and n o w , Page Elementary S

site for longer than 120
e, what eventually became

5 as the William and }
successor institution is the ne
“30's Jackson County High Se
Valley, Stevenson, Bridgeport
Jackson County. Jackson Coe
boro High School and Carver
merged i n t o what is n o w Ses
and Stevenson High Schoals
Jackson High School and i m a
“30's, there n o w exist Sky im
and North Sand Mountain Hy

Since 1954, the City of Sa
s t e m has threes

and sixth grades; a Jumer E
eighth grades, and H i g h S
twelve. A new Scottsbore H i i
ed w be completed before they
were integrated in the W i s s
erders and schools now reilies
located. Submitted by-Joxe&i

C t e r c h .The year 1915 o rB l
the church benches, the gi l
weod o rcoa] b u r n i n gheater:
a s k e dt ogive money for f e l

There was o n l yone teaci
addressed as “Professx™ ‘

mew located on North Hous

bero Wholesale Company.
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the only high school
for blacks in Scotts‑
boro and Jackson
County.

D u r i n g the exis‑
tence of the school, it
served as the consoli‑
dated high school for
blacks all over Jack‑
s o n County. Buses
operated from c o m ‑
muni t ies wherever
there were blacks in
the population.

The facu l ty o f

working and they did
their best under the

circumstances with which they were required to teach. The school
was inadequately equipped and under-staffed, but it served well
the purpose for which it w a s built.

In the elementary department, one teacher was assigned t w o
grades. There were no restrooms in the building, therefore teach‑
e r s and students alike had to u s e outdoor facilities across the
street . Basketball games were played on an outdoor cour t .

available forpicture)

carver Kiané

Lastgraduating class of George Washington Carver High

Later years, citizens raised money by selling dinners and fish
sandwiches to erect two restrooms - one for males and one for
females. A few years later, a gymnasium, science r o o m , home eco‑
nomics room and two classrooms were built.

Mr. Thomas E. Weatherly was the principal during the entire
existence of G. W. Carver.

Dur ing the tenure of the school, many students won athletic as
well as scholastic honors. Graduates attended colleges in Alabama,
Tennessee, Georgia, Kentucky, Ohio, New Yo r k , Louisiana and
other states and countries.

By federal court order, the school was closed at the end of the
1967-68 school term. The skeleton of the school y e t remains and is
located on Poplar Street, on the North side of the city. Submitted
by: Thelma S. Snodgrass, former student and teacher, 319 Ponroy St.,
Scottsboro, AL 35768

1st Steps Learn ingCenter
The day care opened Jan. of 1991. We thought it would be slow

at fi r s t , but we were wrong! Children came from everywhere, a l l
colors and al l sizes. I started that first day too! , and I 'm st i l l
here. Ms. Laverne n e v e r turned down a child so we were always
ful l . Never a dul l moment working with kids. The n a m e has now
changed and Ms. Laverne has retired and gone home. New
o w n e r Mrs. Tine Woolery has spruced up the place and expanded
wi th mobile class rooms. But st i l l the kids are the same. Kids
w i l l be k ids and yes, there a r e several that s t i l l c o m e tha t
attended during that first y e a r so long ago. We now offer a grea t
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curriculum by High
Reach and still serve
that g r e a t hot lunch
( h o m e m a d e ) that
people in th is area
come to expect . Sub‑
mitted by: Preschool
Teacher Alexia E l l i
s o n , 324 E. Maple St.,
Scottsboro, AL

Green Academy
Green Academy was buil t and r u n by the missionary association

of the Congregational church with headquarters in New York Ci ty.
In the summer of 1890, the association began construction on a
t w o r o o m school house anda cottage for the teachers, located on
top of Cumberland Mountain, at “Nat”, overlooking “Peter's Cove”.

The school grew rapidly, and was well patronized by n o t only
Jackson but Madison and Marshall c o u n t y, as well. As attendance
increased, the building w a s enlarged and more teachers w e r e
added. The majority of the teachers came from the North. Work
done in the school was of very high standards. Those student’s fin‑
ishing there were prepared to e n t e r college.

The first teachers at Green Academy w e r e , a Mr. Mersene, Miss‑
es Elon and Emma Sloan. They came from Minnesota and began
teaching in October, 1890.They taught for a t w o year period. The
Teachers who took their places were Herbert E. Sargeant, his wife
and the Hatfield sisters, Libby and Edith. They were at the school
four years.

In September, 1897, Professor A.D. Lueth i , of Chicago, Miss
Jessie House of Saugatuck, Michigan and Miss Linda Steele of
Oberl in, Ohio taught for three years. Some of the other teachers at
the Green Academy were, Flora Mae Crane-Brooklyn, Maine, Miss
Eugene Hepler-Iowa, Miss F.A. Jackson-Florida, and Miss Louise
Stone of Iowa. Professor Peek and his wife came in the fall of 1901.

Some of the teachers to follow were: Mrs. W.R. Pake, Miss Annie
Phelps, John Jones, J.B. Cagle, G. Wallace Gasque, Ada Brayton,
J.M. Trosper, Li la Broadfield and others , ... forgotten. Green
Academy has been gone for many years, no p a r t of the buildings
a r e standing. The b e l l , that could be heard as f a r as t e n miles
away, on a clear day, is located atop the Mount Pleasant Baptist
church at “Nat”.

A Mr. Steele bought the bell for $350., and donated it to the
school. The bell still tolls and has been well preserved at the little
church on the Cumberland Mountains. Students who attended
Green Academy only paid $1.00 a month tuition. They received so
much valuable information for that dollar.

Only memories remain of that precious school but, for those who
were fortunate enough to have attended classes there that are still
l iving, “Green Academy”, lives on in their hearts. Submitted by:
The book committee, Prepared by: Mary Allen Wallingsford.
Sources: Public Knowledge and article from old newspaper (Jackson
Co. Advertiser (1974) .

LongIslandSchool
The Long Island

S c h o o l , located o n
Long Island n e a r
Bridgeport, burned a
few yea rs ago. B u t
everyone around the
Long Island c o m m u ‑
n i t y attended school
here. Submitted b y :
Evelyn Haggard, 487
County Road 331,
Bryant, AL 35958

LongIslandSchool

O l d Bu l l e t Ridge School
An old school building known as Bullet Ridge, originally located

on Bob Jones Road, later moved to the hill where it sti l l sits. It
was renovated, two rooms were added making three total. It w a s

a t th is t ime i t w a s
wemamed Temper ‑

c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e
Geespend a n d Oak
Greve communit ies
wanted xt closed in the
exriy 1960's. Federal
aad State mandates
fier better education
e c i l i t i e s b rough t
s ient closing of Tem‑
perznce H i l l I t was
a s e d im 1966.

Ge ep ot Se ee SSE
(ex,and string after string of:
maint stick candy all tied with rn
Inaily bung over each window. |
t@ed omthe small limbs and leek
were h a n d m a d eand most o ftisties Ettle ciri, it was the mos
world.

A se v e r y o n ewas “ching” a m
twee, the sleigh bells began te ri
Semta Qaus with a huge peck «
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winning the Alabama state championships in their division in sev‑
eral years, with the latest being the Girls team in 1997.

Final ly almost 56 years after construction of the current “high
school”, in 1998 students will move into the n e w Pisgah High School
currently under construction. The current junior and senior high
school buildings wil l be destroyed. Submitted by: Topical Committee
Sources: ( 1 ) “H is to ry of Pisgah”; a theme by high school student
Mamie Callahai 928. ( 2 ) “History of Pisgah Alabama”: Wilbanks,
Madge M u l l i n s ; The Jackson C o u n t y Advertiser, April 28, 1973. ( 3 )
“Pisgah Founding Fathers Emphasized Education”: Woodfin, Byron;
The D a i l y Sent ine l , Apr i l 12, 1992. ( 4 ) History o f Pisgah Bapt is t
Church 1851-1973; Wheeler, Emmet B. and Wheeler, Richard L . ; 1973.
( 5 ) “New School Underway”: M i l l i c a n , J o n a t h a n ; No r th Jackson
Progress, 4/28/97.

H i s t o r y O f Rash School
In 1938, the need was seen for new buildings at Cave Springs,

White House and Rash Schools. Through the cooperation of the
three communities, they were consolidated with construction of a
n e w four room school at Rash.

The first principal of the n e w school was Mrs. Pearl Sentell with
Mrs. Lee Coffey teaching third and fourth grades, Mrs. Faye Rid‑
ley Hale teaching first and second. Mrs. Sentell served asprincipal
for several years. Mrs. Kate Steele, Mrs. Esther Rudder, Miss Eve‑
lyn Coffey, Mrs. Frances G. All ison, Mrs. I lah Wynn, Mrs. Loeta
Davis taught with her. Mr. and Mrs. Preston B r o w n , Mr. and Mrs.
Cecil B u t l e r, M r. Stanley G r e e n , Mrs. Brooks Bel l , Mrs. Bennie
Lee S u m m e r s , Mrs. Mae Gardner, Miss Nancy Carolyn Gamble,
and Mr. Boston Vaughn also taught there. Mr. Vaughn was princi‑
pal there for some time and Mrs. Frances G.Allison was principal
until the school closed around 1961.

In April 1939 the building was completed, ready for classes. The
first graduating exercises w a s May 1939. The class address was by
Judge W.R. Bogart of Stevenson, Alabama. Many girls and boys

have attended and
graduated from Rash
School over the years
l e a v i n g w i t h m a n y
fond and precious
memories. They have
engaged in all kinds
of occupations over
the world.

The school p r o ‑
gressed and grew
installing an electric
well pump in 1940.

The next year a piano was bought, a rhythm band was organized
under the direction of Mrs. Clyde Bell. Piano lessons were given to
at least fifteen students. In 1951 a cafeteria was added serving a
hot lunch to faculty and students. Two of the cafeteria managers
were Mrs. Dorothy Summers and Miss Frances Allison Stevens.

Six grades were taught by three teachers. Most of the students
rode the bus to school. The students participated in various activi‑
ties that took place in Jackson County. One event being the 4-H
Club Rally Day at Scottsboro each April. In 1943 and 1944, the 4‑
H Club won the banner for having the highest percent of complet‑
ed record books.

A small library was added to the school. Mr. Vaughn bought a
set of Encyclopedias, Map Charts and Wall Maps. The building
was repainted inside in 1956 improving the lighting and looks of
the rooms.

After the school was closed and consolidated with Stevenson,
the building was used for a community cen te r, boxing club, hunt‑
i n g club and a variety of other things. Many of the community
folks would meet for a week-end ball game.

In 1995 plans were started to raise funds to restore and refur‑
bish the old bui lding that had fallen into disarray. In 1996 new
windows had already been instal led, the roof patched, etc. Then
one fateful Sunday night, February 23 , 1997, the sky l i t up for
miles around ‐ the old school house was on fire and burned to the
ground leaving noth ing but a pile of ashes and bricks and the
memories in the hearts of former students and community m e m ‑
bers that can never be taken a w a y . Submitted by:Beverly Allen, 370
Co. Rd. 353, Stevenson, AL 38
Sources: Public Knowledge
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No r th Sand Mountain H i g h School
North Sand Mountain High School, located at Higdon, A labama,

t races its origin back to a public school built in 1880, one mile east
o f the c u r r e n t school site. I t was named Mount Olive School. I n the
early 1900's, this structure was replaced by a one-room school‑
house buil t on land donated by Thomas W. Higdon. This building
was located at the intersection of Alabama Highway 71 and Hig‑
don Road. It was destroyed by fire in 1933. In 1936, a larger school
building was constructed on the same site. This building, known
as Mount Olive Junior High School, stood until 1973 when it was
destroyed by fire shortly before it was scheduled to be razed.

Some of the school’s principals in the 1940s and 1950s were Ker‑
mit Wooten, J. E. Edmonds, Truman Maples, John Higgins, and
Ralph Faulkner. Patrick Leon Bentley, Sr. became the principal of
the school in 1959 and began efforts to upgrade the school. Anew
building, consisting of seven classrooms, a gymnasium, and office
a r e a s , was dedicated in 1962, and the name of the school was
changed to North Sand Mountain H igh School. North Sand Moun‑
tain’s first senior class, consisting of seventeen students, graduat‑
ed in May 1965.

The school’s enrollment in 1965 w a s 362. As the school’s enroll‑
ment soared in the 1970s, the school’s physical plant underwent
almost yearly expansions to add n e w classrooms, as well a s , an e w
cafeteria ( 1 9 7 1 ) , science lab (1978) , l ibrary ( 1 9 8 5 ) , gymnasium
( 1 9 8 8 ) and computer lab ( 1 9 9 7 ) . The 1996-97 school year started
with an enrollment of 735, making NSM the m o s t populated school
campus in Jackson County. The school is accredited by the South‑
ern Association of Schools and Colleges.

In 1976, P. L. Bentley retired after seventeen years as principal.
He was followedby J i m Kirby, who served as principal unti l 1993.
Ronnie Shelton, who became the leader of the school in the sum ‑
mer of 1993, was succeeded in 1994 by Mrs. Elaine Slater. Submit‑
ted by: Edward H. Carter, County Road 290, Bryant, AL 35958

Scot t  Academy
1883-1888

By an act of the Alabama Legislature on February 16, 1883,
Scott Academy was incorporated by the consolidation of the Scott
Male and Female Institute and the Scottsboro Building Associa‑
tion.

Scott Academy was constructed on land donated by R.T. Scott at
the foot of asmall mountain often referred to asTater - Nob Moun‑
tain. Close to where Carver School was.

The Scott Academy provided the education facilities that the
early settlers of Scottsboro had so desperately wanted for their
children for many years. The school served in this capacity until
April 17, 1888, when it was destroyed by fire. The fire was thought
to have been caused by a small can of combustible phosphorus
which exploded during the night. Submitted by: Book Committee
Sources: Newspaper clippings

Sky l ine School
The name of the first school was “Skyline Farms School”. The

first school building was hastily constructed of wood, heated with
oil drum heaters, and furnished with split log tables and benches.
By 1936, this building had become obsolete. The federal govern‑
ment allocated $25,000.00, for construction of a sandstone build‑
ing. This school was built by volunteer labor of the area.

350, pupils were enrolled in the school, using the age grouping
plan. In 1941, the inside of the sandstone building was destroyed by
fire during Christmas. The school was rebuilt at a cost of $70,000.00.
At this time it was turned over to the state of Alabama. This same

building was remod‑
eled at a cost of
sl ightly less than
$200,000.00 in 1979.

At the present time
this building houses
most of the elemen‑
t a r y grades. From
1936 t o 1 9 7 2 , the
school only taught
grades one through
n ine . The students ,
upon completing the
n in th grade had a

choice of g o i n g te
P r i n c e t o n ,i n Paimt
Rock Valley, Scotts‑
boro H i g h or
W o o d v i l l e .The warst
part of this act wes
the fact that webad
t e get u pa r o u n d5
am to get ready fer
school a n d we
arrived homeat dusk

The reads were
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War of the Rebellion, Volume 30, Part 2, Page 659, discusses the
skirmish at Hunt'sMil l .
The compiled service records of volunteers ‐ Union Soldiers

Who Served in the First Independent Vidette Cavalry ‐ a r e listed
in National Archives Microfilm Publicat ion, Micro copy number
385, rolls 10, 11, and 12. This complete r o s t e r was published by
Tennessee Valley Genealogical Society in their quarterly, Valley
Leaves, in Volume 19, numbers 2 and 3.
Men were wounded, or k i l l ed , or captured, in the small skir‑

mishes of this w a r , as well as in the larger, better-known battles,
and it is t r u e that many relatives and neighbors were on opposite
sides.
The names of those who fought for the Confederacy, as well as

those who fought for the Un ion , are throughout the Paint Rock
Valley area. Hardly any family was left untouched. Submitted by:
Eva Smith Burger, 2708 Day Road, Huntsvi l le, AL 35801

AlabamaNational Guard
Company “ B ”

151stEngineer Combat Battal ion, JacksonCoun t y
Dur ing World War I I , the 151st. was stationed in the Aleutian

Islands, off Alaska. In 1947 the 151st. was reorganized with head‑
quarters and Company “A” located in Huntsvi l le, Company “B” in
Scottsboro and Company “C” in Fort Payne.
On March 27, 1947,CompanyB had inspection for federal recog‑

nition witha roster of 2 officers and 17 enlisted men. Officers were
1st L t . Loyd M. Wr igh t and executive officer, L t . R.E. Bishop.
Enlisted m e n were P.F.C.’s Walter A. Booth, Charles E. Brewer,
James A. Brazelton, Jack B. Gidden, Jimmie Lee Hancock, Sam E.
Hol land, Joe E. Machen, John H. M i l l e r, Eugene Mi l l e r, Hulen H.
Murphy, Delbert A . P roc t o r, Kervis C . Roden, Bi l ly L . Sanders,
Johnny H . Shook, William T. Tidwe l l , Samuel A . Tipton, and
ClarenceWilson.
The following summer L t . Wright and L t . Bishop, because of

conflict with their occupations, left the company. Probate Judge
Wyatt Stuart, serving aschairman of the Jackson County Board of
Commissioners, in addition to his Judge-ship, persuaded Mark
Scott Skel ton, Sam Hodges, and Charles R. Bradford to transfer
from the reserves to head the local un i t of the National Guard ,
with the condition, they could re tu rn to the reserves with a higher
rank should the un i t bemobilized.
Company “B” held it’s meetings in the old county j a i l on Apple‑

t ree s t r e e t , j a i l cells served as office, f o rma t i on , supply and
weapons rooms. Howard (C h i c k ) Dawson was hired as administra‑
t ive assistant to handle supply and clerical work. Later drills we re
held on Parks Avenue at the old recreation buildings, on the old
football field.
December 29, 1947 duty reports showeda total of 4 officers and

73 enlisted men. Company “B” held it’s first summer camp in the
summer of 1948. Soon after that , an armory was built on Cedar
Hil l Drive. The guard became an active pa r t of the community.
They participated in mil i tary funerals of World War I I , service
m e n , Armed Forces Day, and also had a winning softball team.
By 1949 Summer Camp the company was self sufficient and

t r a n s p o r t e d it’s own troops t o Fort Benning, Georgia, i n their own
vehicles. During the winter of 1949-50, the unit continued to grow
and improve in efficiency. They were scheduled to train in the
summer at Fort McClellan, Alabama. But on June 24, 1950, North
Korea invaded it’s neighbor to the south and 90,000 troops spear‑
headed by Russian T-34 tanks , By June 26, South Korean troops
were in full retreat.
On June 30, a t the request o f General Douglas McAr thu r, Presi‑

dent Hai Truman committed American troops, thereby begin‑
ning our involvement in the Korean war. After suffering heavy
losses within a month, President Truman began his mobilization
of the civil ian components of the mil i tary. The 151st Engineer
combat battalion was mobilized for active duty in the armed forces
of the United States effective August 14, 1950.
CompanyB left with a total of 164 officers and enlisted men for

further training at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky. Charles Bradford was
Captain and commanding officer, Mark Skelton was promoted to
S-3 officer in battalion headquarters with the rank of Major. First
L t . Marion Spraggins was executive officer. Platoon leaders were
L t . Robert Bridges, Lt. Robert Tucker, and L t . William Yates. First
Sgt. w a s Mi l ton A. Wright. Platoon Sergeants w e r e David B.
Anderson, Homer I. Rousseauand James Brazelton. Assistant Pla‑
toon Sgts. we re Claude Evet t , James B. Austin and Gordon Moore.
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Motor pool Sgt. was Wilson Ashmore and David B. Skelton w:
mess Sgt. Warrant officer, Howard “Chick” Dawson was admini
trative officer.
Members of Company “B” 151st Engineers of Jackson County

who a re deceased: Marcus V. Allison, Luthor W. Atk ins , James B.
Austin, Joe W. Benson, Harold W. Berry, Horace E. Berry, Ken‑
neth B. Berry, Olen C. Boozer, Billy J. Bryant, Charles K. Bur ton,
Herman Evans, Homer Evans, Thomas W. F r eeman , Melvin L .
Gentle, Thomas L. Gentle, William B. Hancock, James W. Hender‑
son, Samuel Wi l l i s Henshaw, William T. Ho l l and , Gordon T.
Inglish, Paul W. Inglish, Arthur W. Lands, Sidney R. Lovelady,
Glenn S. Machen, Leonard C. McCarver, Charles F. McLemore,
H.C. “Sonny” Mel ton, John W. Micha Bi l ly J. M i l l e r, John H.
M i l l e r, Gordon V.Moore, Berlon L . Ol l is , Oscar Lee Pace, Howard
E. Phill ips J r. , Paul D. Pockrus, Donald C. Rodgers, Homer I.
Rousseau, Charles Shifflet, Bobby J. Shrader, Samuel D. Skelton,
Homer H. Smar t , Marion B. Spraggins J r . , Ol l ie R. S t ewa r t ,
Sanders B. Talley, D.B. Thomas, Bil ly M. Tipton, George Andrew
Wallingsford J r. , Porter C. Wallingsford, R.K.Whi twor th , Hugh C.
Word , Burton B. Wright, Mi l ton A. Wright, Wil l iam W. Yates.
Submitted by: The Book committee
Sources: A s t o r y by Leroy Gist with material from Mark S. Skelton
both were members of the 151st. See photo on page 53.

Jackson County H i g hHas Ma n y Im Service
The following is copied from an old newspaper clipping my

mother saved from the World War I I , Era.
A recent assembly program at the Jackson County High School

senior threes, was dedicated to former students now in the Armed
Services.
To l ist all former students wearing the uniform of the United

States Armed Forces i t i s necessary to go back to the year the
school was established. Dr. Ralph Porter was a member of the first
graduating class.
Dur ing the first World War, no boys under tw e n t y one years of

age were drafted in to service unt i l a few months before the
Armistice was signed. Several students left school and volun‑
teered. One of these volunteers was Pelham Smith. Pelham was
awarded his diploma absentee. Three boys Tom Kyle, Ernest
Webb, and Fred Cornelison made the supreme sacrifice, lay ing
down their lives in Europe.
Hugh Parks Kirby, Houston Maples, and John (Jack) Boyd were

appointed to the Naval Academy at Annapolis. Records made by
them proved each merited the honor and responsibility of his
appointment.
From available informat ion, the distinction of the grea tes t n um ‑

ber from one family isto beshared between the Cornelison and the
Kelly families. B i l l , Robert, Phillip, and Law Cornelison are serv‑
ing in various par ts of the world. H.A. , Ben, Dan, and Howard
Kelly are on diverse parts of the globe.
Eight girls have taken their places, each to release a man for

active duty in combat. These are: Shirley Boyd, Charlotte Clay‑
brooke, Frances Alma Davis, Tempie Gan t , Evelyn Hough, Vir‑
ginia A. Thompson, Helen Snodgrass, and Margaret Rainey.
From the class of 1944 have gone: Jack Gent le, R.A. Breland,

Johnny Shook, Robert Webb, Bi l ly Talkington, Berlin McKenzie
and Clarence Jobe.
The names of Grady Paradise, Billy Parker and Pete Petty are

revered as having given their lives during the present war. ( f o r a
list of those from Jackson County who served in World War I I , and
attended Jackson County High, see “armed Service veterans of
wars”, on accompanying s to r i e s ) Submitted by: The Book c o mm i t t e e ;
Preparedby: Mary Allen Wallingsford
Source: Old Scottsboro newspaper clipping.

Jackson County Dur ingThe War Between
The States

Alabama seceded from the Union on January 11 , 1861. Pro‑
Union sentiment was st rong in North Alabama. This division was
so st rong that there was debate over seceding from the State of
Alabama and forming a new state called Nickajack. The majority
of Jackson County residents, however, were loyal to the s t a t e , and
there fo re , to the Confederacy. Shortly after the outbreak of the
War in 1861, a company of soldiers was organized in the Scotts‑
boro area. This group, called the Jackson Mounta ineers , was
under the command of Captain Thomas Griffin and became Com‑
pany D of the 34th Tennessee Infantry Regiment, CSA (My great
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grandfather, Robert F. Proc to r, was amember of this c o m p a n y . ) .
Other u n i t s raised al l or partially from Jackson County were the
55th Alabama In fan t ry Regiment, the Alabama 18th Battalion
( a t t a c h e d t o the 33rd Alabama Regiment) and the Fourth Alabama
Cavalry Regiment.

Two major souther railroads converged in Jackson County. The
Memphis and Charleston Railroad ran through the Tennessee Val‑
ley from Memphis to Stevenson, and the Nashville and Chat ‑
tanooga Ra i l road , which linked those t w o ci t ies, r a n through
Stevenson. After the fall of Nashville and the Battle of Shiloh in
Apr i l 1862, the Union Army recognized that control of these rail‑
roads would be necessary to supply its troops for the conquest of
Chattanooga and Atlanta. The ra i l junction in Stevenson and the
railroad bridge across the Tennessee River at Bridgeport w e r e
vital to this plan.

Most of the able-bodied men in North Alabama had enlisted in
the Confederate Army and were fighting on battlefields afar. This
left the area undefended against Union attack. Moving from Ten‑
n e s s e e , U.S. General Ormsby Mitchel first captured the M & C
Railroad headquarters, shops, and eleven locomotives in
Huntsville. He then mounted an artil lery piece ona flat c a r, and
accompanied bya brigade of troops, pushed this train through
Scottsboro to Stevenson, meeting l i t t le resistance. Here they cap‑
tured an additional five locomotives. A small detachment of Con‑
federate in fan t ry and art i l lery had encamped on what is n o w
called Battery Hi l l in Bridgeport. Their intention w a s to defend
Bridgeport, or destroy the railroad bridge if defense became impos‑
sible. After a brief skirmish with Mitchel’s advancing forces, the
outnumbered Confederates retreated a c r o s s the bridge and
attempted to blow it up , but the charge failed. They did, however,
succeed in burning one span of i t . Mitchel had intended to proceed
to lightly-guarded Chattanooga and cap tu re that city before C.S.
General Braxton Braggcould reach it from Mississippi. The failure

of Andrews’ Raiders to d e s t r o y ra i l lines from Atlanta to Chat‑
tanooga ( T h e Great Locomotive C h a s e ) permitted Bragg to occupy
the city first. Two of Andrews’ Raiders were captured by Confeder‑
ates near Stevenson. Both Stevenson and Bridgeport were fortified
by the Union Army. Stevenson became a major Union supply depot
and Bridgeport a riverboat construction center. Although portions
of Jackson County were retaken briefly by Confederate forces
passing through the area, the county w a s generally under Union
control the remainder of the w a r.

During these three years of occupation, the Union Army and
“Tories” ( P r o - U n i o n r e s i d e n t s ) terrorized the countryside. A com‑
pany of Union cavalry was even organized from Jackson County
residents in Hog-Jaw Valley, and was called the First Alabama
Vidette Cavalry. Foraging turned into looting, burning, and mur ‑
der. Among the casualties of this mayhem was Robert T. Scott, for
whom Scottsboro was named. To pro tec t their homes and families,
small bands of Confederates were organized and employed hit‑
and-run tactics against Union detachments and rail lines. They
attacked supply t r a i n s , burned bridges, c u t telegraph l ines, and
blocked the tracks with logs and crossties. The Union forces chose
to classify these uni ts as bushwhackers and guerrillas instead of
Confederate Army forces, however, and treated them as criminals
if captured. This invited Confederate retaliation and fueled the
hatred between the Patriots and Tories.

At the conclusion of the War, many of these same Tories and
looters gained control o f the c o u n t y and s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s .
Return ing veterans found their homes, businesses, and farms
destroyed, and their families mistreated or killed. Those who had
been seriously in jured could n o t provide for the i r families or
rebuild their farms. The terrorism and corruption continued for
years and w a s called Reconstruction. Submitted by: Dale Proctor,
3519 Hutchens Avenue,Huntsv i l le , AL 35801

ORGANIZATIONS
History Of Alpha Ph i ,A Chapter Of Alpha

Del ta Kappa
Alpha Delta Kappa, an international sorority for women educa‑

t o r s , w a s issued a charger on August 13, 1947, incorporating it as
a national sorority with the privilege to organize sub-chapters in
every state. Its purposes were established as 1) to give recognition
to women who are strong and efficient, 2) to build a fraternal fel‑
lowship valuable professionally, socially, and culturally, and 3) to
serve humanity through altruistic projects, scholarships, and wor‑
thy community programs.

With the direction and inspiration of s t rong Alabama leaders,
Alpha Phi was chartered on June 2, 1962. The sponsoring chapter
was Alpha Zeta, from Dekalb County. The first president was
Winslow Thomas. The Charter members were Winslow Thomas,
Joy Thornhi l l , F a y e Carter Wallingsford, Elizabeth Cooley, Mable
Hembree, Vi rg ie Chambers , Dessie Robinson, Clyda Edmonds,
Corine Bowman, Nellie Nichols , and Minnie Hamilton. Estab‑
lished with professionalism in mind , membership is by invitation
only and extended to those women whose professional and individ‑
ual standards align with the purposes of Alpha Delta Kappa. Since
1962 the membership has expanded to 34 members. Each year the
chapter strives to fulfill its purpose by adoptingaltruistic projects,
including suppo r t i ng a scholarship to Northeast State Community
College.

Amer ican Association Of University Women
In the spring of 1959, 21 Scottsboro women organized the

Scottsboro Branch of the American Association of University
Women ( A A U W ) . Four o f these charter members ‐ Anna Ruth
Campbell, Sarah Betty Ingram, Juanita Lee and Fay Sanders ‑
a r e sti l l active in the organization today.

AAUW has been the nation’s leading advocate for educational
equity for women and girls for more than a century. Today, the 63
members of the Scottsboro-Jackson County Branch are p a r t of a
national membership of over 135,000.

Anna Ruth Campbell was the first president. Other charter
members were Oni Armstrong, Lilah Beason, Ruth Berze t t , Erin
Davis, Nancy D e v e r s , Armine H a m b r i c k , Chr is t ine J e n k i n s ,
Winifred H e a t h , Sue Jones, Christ ine Gilbert Jones, Christ ine
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Frances Jones, Pauline Mat thews, Edith Money, Li l ly Por ter, Ber‑
nice Wallace, Mary Jo Webb and Ruth Howland.

Installation of the AAUW Scottsboro Branch’s first board, Sept. 9,
1959. (Seated) Mary Jo Webb, corresponding secretary; Ruth Berzett,
treasurer. (Standing) state president Mrs. William Van Gelder; Anna
Ruth Campbell, president; Bernice Wallace, recording secretary; Betty
Murray, first vice-president. Not pictured, Christine Jones, second vice‑
president.

Over the years, AAUW has served the community. In 1969
AAUW president Edna Earle Harris and cultural interest chair‑
man Virginia Green obtained funding and developed the Norala
Project, a school to revive Appalachian Mountain a r t s and crafts
which had died out. The Smithsonian Institute purchased a wall
hanging from the Norala Project.

When Northeast Alabama Community College opened in 1965,
AAUW begana scholarship fund. Today they sponsor the AAUW
Emergency Scholarship Fund which allows students to remain in
school during unexpected financial hardship. In 1981the Scottsboro

se
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These w o m e n were Mesdames W.P. Lea, Luke Lee, Cal G. McFar‑
lane, John Mason, Walter M i n t e r, F.D. Pierce, Milton D . Rankin,
S.T. Simpson, R. Stephenson and M.S. Whitcher. They m e t at the
home of Mrs. Luke Lea. They selected the n a m e Bridgeport Liter‑
a r y Club; motto “Knowledge is Power,” the rose their flower and
purple and gold for their colors. The purposes of the Club were to
p romo te the study of l i terature, encourage the reading of c u r r e n t
books, discussion of c u r r e n t e v e n t s and broaden social and cultural
contacts. In 1921 the membership was increased to t w e n t y with
the addi t ion of Mesdames C.C. Boyd, B.T. Bridgeman, A.B.
Cargile, F.W. Carr, Sr. , G.R. Cooper, J.C. Gunte r, G.F.J. Hartung,
ALL. Hipp, J.H. Horne and L.H. Hughes.

The Club has always been civic minded. It has helped the local
schools by purchasing uni forms, presenting awards and sponsor‑
i n g the North Jackson High School Plan of Excellence. In 1993 the
Club formed the Bridgeport Public Library. Other benefits to the
community include organizing a Red Cross chapter, greeting new
businesses and h o s t i n g openings fo r Russel l Cave and the
Beaulieu Company.

The 50th anniversary of the Club was held in 1970, and since
that time many events have changed the community. However, the
init ial goals of the Bridgeport Literary Club remain the same ‑
the promotion of l i terary and cultural advancement. Submitted by
Mrs. Martha Loydfor the Bridgeport Literary Club, 213 Hoffman Ave.,
Bridgeport,AL 35740
Sources: Bridgeport Li terary Club Yearbooks

B r i d g e p o r t Publ ic L i b r a r y
In May of 1993, the Bridgeport Public Library opened its doors

to the public. The Bridgeport Literary Club formed the l ibrary
with a collection of their o w n books anda loan of 1,000 books from
the Scottsboro Public Library.

Under Mayor John W. Lewis, the Bridgeport City Board passed
an ordinance for the formationof a l ibrary board on November 16,
1993. The board consisted of Ms. Mary Claire Rau ls ton , Mrs. Lena
Cagle, Mrs. Vickie Jacobs, Ms. Betty McCraw, Mr. Bill Williams
and in 1996 Ms. Rubye Hahn. Space w a s provided within city hall
and Charlene Rutherford was hired as librarian.

Donations of books, furni ture, audiov isuals , c o m p u t e r equip‑
m e n t and materials were given by ind iv idua ls , businesses and the
Bridgeport Middle School. In the first four years of operation the
library increased i ts book collection from 4,866 to almost 7,000.
The 395 members of the l ibrary have access to educational videos,
audio books and s u m m e r reading programs.

Many of the init ial goals for the library have been m e t and s u r ‑
passed; however, as the community grows so m u s t the l ib rary.
Plans for the future include the construction of a larger library,
incorporation of technological advancements and the addition of
books, audiovisuals and materials to the permanent collection.
With such a wonderful beginning, community involvement, and
continued literary need, the Bridgeport Public Library has a very
promising future. Submitted by: Bridgeport Public Library, 116 J i m
B. Thomas Avenue, Bridgeport, AL 35740
Sources: Bridgeport Public Library Records

H is tory Of B r y a n t Rur i tan Club
The Bryant Ruritan Club was organized at the Bryant Junior

High School lunchroom on October 26, 1963, with thirty-six char‑
te r members. The first officers of the club were president, Wesley
Worley; vice-president, Conley Smith; secretary, Owen Norr is ; and
t reasu re r, Truman Maples. The first board o f directors was com‑
posed of Andrew Weldon, Richard Norris and Freeman Smith. The
club’s purpose, in keeping with the mission of Ruritan National
headquartered in Dubl in , Virginia, was to improve the Bryant
community through fellowship, goodwill and community service.

The club’s meetings were held at the school lunchroom until
1968 when the club secured a ninety-nine year lease from George
McGee, J r. , on the former American Legion hall. The building,
which w a s constructed in 1947, was renovated in 1993.

Members who have served as president of the club during pas t
years include Conley Smi th , Owen N o r r i s , Richard N o r r i s , Bobby
Atch ley, Freeman S m i t h , Roger A u l t m a n , Farr is Schrudder,
James Price, Melvin Smith, Kenneth Nor thcu t t , Lynn Weldon,
David Weldon, Gary Arnold, Steve Smi th , Hoyt Carro l l , Rev. John‑
ny Gray, George McGee, Glenn Bailey, Hobert A tk ins , Leonard
G i l b e r t , and Charles Grider. Charter member, Roy Bryant, served
as club treasurer for twenty-five years. The current officers of the
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j u s t bought.

club are president, Rev. Thomas Forrest; vice-president, Effie Mar‑
ion; secre ta ry, Martha Gouger; and t r e a s u r e r , Edward H. Carter.

The club has engaged in many projects to improve the Bryant
community. Many of the early projects had the objective of benefit‑
i n g the students at Bryant School. Other major projects have
included the sponsorships of Boy Scouts and athletic t e a m s , college
scholarships to North Sand Mountain High School seniors, as well

as, donations to the
r e s c u e squad, fi re
department, and
m a n y other commu‑
nity needs.

In 1982, the Ruri‑
t a n Club accepted a
chal lenge from the
Jackson County
Rural Health Board
to build a health care
fac i l i t y for the
Bryant community.
With help from com‑
munity residents, a

medical clinic was constructed on a site donated by Conley Smith
nea r the Glendale Church of Christ. The Bryant Primary Health
Center w a s dedicated on December 12, 1982. Four additional
rooms were added to the clinic in the early 1990s. The club’s m o s t
recent major projects have been helping with community roadside
cleanups and sponsoring a senior cen te r at the club building in
cooperation with the Council on Aging. Improving the Ruritan hall
has been an ongoing project of the club.

In 1990, the club greatly expanded i ts membership base by vot ‑
ing to accept women members. Current members of the club are
Hobert and Mary Atk ins , Glenn Bailey, Hoy t and Ruth Car ro l l ,
Edward Car te r, Thomas and Patricia Forrest, Leonard and Susie
Gi lber t , Arnold and Eula Grant , Beverly Gi lmer, Bil ly and Martha
Gouger, Charles and Jean Gr ider, Effie and Virgil Mar ion, George
McGee, Manuel Nash, Richard Norr is , Herbert Pace, James and
Beatrice Price, Farris and Marie Schrudder, Conley S m i t h , Tim
and Hazel Thomas, and James White. Club meetings are held the
second Saturday night of each month at the Ruritan hall on Coun‑
ty Road 262. Submitted by: EdwardH. Carter, 668 County Road 290,
Bryant, AL 35958.

CASA ( C a r e Assurance System F o r The
Ag ing A n d H o m e b o u n d )

In 1979 Bob Gonia, then director of the Tarcog Area Agency,
noticed that many elderly persons were not receiving services
which would help them live more independent, productive lives,

due t o “ f a l l i n g
between the cracks”
in other agency
requirements for
provid ing services.
Bob felt that a pro ‑
gram utilizing volun‑
t e e r s to provide
needed services to
the elderly was the
answer.

He brought  h is
idea to In te r fa i th

« i s tho o m p r e , . s a g M iss ion S e r v i c e s ,This is the current bu i ld ing that CASA has and CASA was born.
Funding through a

g r a n t from Appalachian Regional Commission provided full sup‑
port for the program the first year, two-thirds support the second
year, and o n e - h a l fthe support for the third year. A t the end o fthe
t h i r d y e a r, each CASA i n the Ta r c o g area would become
autonomous and support i ts o w n program.

As the CASA program developed, notice was taken to the fact
that other homebound persons, besides the elderly, needed volun‑
teer services. It w a s at this time that “and Homebound” was added
to the name.

CASA was incorporated as Care Assurance System for the
Aging and HomeboundofJackson County on October 1, 1982. The
first board of directors was made up of Lou Stevenson, who was
the first director, Patricia H a i r, Barbara Palmer, Barbara Altonji,

Gayle L e s h u r e , D r .
Noel W a l k e r , Bever‑
l y Wa l d r o p , Becky
S t u a r t , Addie Ruth
Smart, Je r r y
Stevens, and El ise
B o y d .

Mrs. Nellie Keller,
R.N. taught the first
class fo r CASA of
Jackson Coun t y,
Alabama. Mrs. Bev‑
erly Waldrop is the
c u r r e n t director.
Submitted by: Addie
Ruth Smart, P.O. Box This is
151, Scottsboro, AL. picture |

Hodge
Sadness filled the a i r, the

down.The hospital was a mile:
built in 1925 by Doctor Rayforc
The t w o of them had served
France during World War I. Dr
Argonne Forest and left w i t
returned home they saw the »
Jackson County.

U n t i l they bui l t the hospit
t a n o o g a , Huntsville and Birm:
clinic located in the upper s t e
The L i te Side Deli‑
c a t e s s o n , owned b y
Jean ( P a r a d i s e ) and
Kenneth K ing . The
clinic consisted of five
bedrooms, a d in ing
r o o m , k i t c h e n , oper‑
a t i ng and x- ray
rooms. They h i red
some girls who w a n t ‑
ed to be nurses and a
head n u r s e who
t ra ined the g i r l s
three days a week.

Doctor Hodges was
from Woodville, and
received his degree
from the University
of Alabama School of Medicine
to the anesthetics and ass is te
once a nurse in the clinic, she
days when they were operatin
the street and have Ring-Sid
m e n t s to operate in private, af

In 1924, plans were made t
w a s purchased, obtained p l a
was completed in 1925. Ther
one.The late Mrs. Hodges we
hospital as dietitian. She was
always doing special little thi
a card or a flower on their tr
Nye were considered outstand
t w o were forty years beyond t]

During the depression whe
many were killed and the hi
who were seriously hurt. Soo
ple were in the halls and at t
in the same room. Food beca
from Scottsboro and all over t
canned fruit and al l kinds of
their friends and neighbors w

In 1 9 2 7 , D r . Hodges bou
became known as “Hodges |
Rayford Hodges was a s t ra
sense. Hodges Hospital wii
to all who ever entered the ¢
human being, such as Doctor
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Jackson County Council On Aging

H u f f m a n , Sarah Betty Ingram, Bi l l ie Dahlburg, and Christine
Jones worked toward securing 2 managers and preparing the facil‑
i t ies for the o p e n i n g d a y s .

The first nutr i t ion c e n t e r in the s ta te of Alabama opened in
Scottsboro on September 26 with no manager in place. Kathleen
Gamble w a s hired la ter a s the firs t m a n a g e r. The c e n t e r a t
Stevenson opened that same week with Nell Crabtree as manager.
Volunteers provided transportation, served the meals and assisted
wi th activities.

The nutrit ion program’s purpose is to provide a low cost well
balanced meal to s e n i o r citizens along with nutrit ion educat ion ,
information and socialization in an effort to keep them healthy
and active.

When the p r o g r a m had been in operation a while r e q u e s t s
began to surface for meals in the rural areas. Permission was
granted by Bob Gonia to send o u t a limited number of meals with
directors of the Community Action Agency's Neighborhood Service
Centers delivering them to seniors in their area. As nutrition cen‑
t e r s opened in Bridgeport, Pisgah, Paint Rock, and Section this
practice stopped.

he need for home delivered meals w a s recognized and Rita
ams and c e n t e r manager Vivian Copsey s e t up a meeting with

m i n i s t e r s and leaders from local churches to ask for volunteers to
deliver meals to homebound elderly. Almost immediately the Cum‑
berland Presbyterian Church returned a schedule with 2 volun‑
teers for every day of the month. Other churches s e n t names of key
people who were wi l l ing to volunteer and all of these were sched‑
uled to make up a second route. Over the years another r o u t e has
been added.

About 1975 we experienced a gas shortage and gas p r i c e s began
to climb making it difficult for the elderly on fixed incomes to con‑
t i n u e volunteering to provide transportation to the centers. Sarah
Betty Ingram and Christine Jones contacted c i t y officials and were
successful in securing funds to purchase the first van for the Coun‑
cil on Aging. Others were purchased later and the Council on
Ag ing became the implementing agency for the Rural Public
Transportation Program in 1983. Other services for senior citizens
were also added to the program.

In 1977 the Council on Aging was forced to take necessary steps
to accept the contracts from TARCOG for the aging programs. The
first few months were difficult because there were no funds on
hand to help with the cash flow. This made it necessary to s t a r t
fundra is ing in order to operate.

After a number of fundraisers and the benefits of high interest
r a t e s the CoA had accumulated enough money to s t a r t thinking
about the building of a s e n i o r cen te r. It was discussed with Dr.
Morris Pepper and Pat Farquhar, CoA board members , who were
receptive to this idea and gave their support i n p resen t i ng the pro‑
posal to other board members. CoA sta f f , Brenda B r o w n , Martha
Hastings. Mary Emma Dawson and Rita Williams pledged to do
whatever was necessary to raise the money to build the cen te r.
Dur ing this t i m e the CoA was accepted back as pa r t of the coun t y
commission and chili luncheons, bake sales, yard sales e t c . were
started.

The Senior Center project gained m o m e n t u m when C . W .
Edwards joined forces with the staff and helped lead the way to
enlist support from other business leaders conducting v a r i o u s suc‑
cessful fundraisers. The board. CoA staff and their fami l ies , along

58

with many individuals and organizations contributed m o n e y, end‑
less hours of work and other resources.

Basic construction of the Senior Center was possible by the
c o u n t y commission borrowing $60,000 from the bank h the
understanding that the CoA would make the payments. With the
continued fundraising projects, rental , donations and support from
the legislative delegation. the $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 m o r t g a g e was retired within
f o u r yea rs w i t h the total p r o j e c t cos t s be ing approximately
$365,000. Also dur ing this time m o s toft h e building was furnished
and a parking lot with lights, sidewalks and flower beds was com‑
pleted. The Senior Center serves as a focal point for services and
activities for m a t u r e adults of all socioeconomic backgrounds using
paid staff , volunteer leaders and instructors. Submitted by: Rita
Wil l iams, P.O. Box 1045, Scottsboro, AL 35768

H i s t o r y O f The Jackson C o u n t y Branch
Of The NAACP ( N a t i o n a l Association F o r The

Advancement Of Colored People)
The Jackson County Branch of the N A A C P was organized in

F a c k l e r , Alabama by John Paul Timberlake o u t of the need to
eliminate racial discrimination through legal a c t i o n s . Timberlake
served as first president from 1977 until 1981. Du r i ng his four
year t e r m , Mary Lou Earls was elected secretary. Dolly Stevens
became the first t r e a s u r e r and has served i n this c a p a c i t y unti l
present. Mose Johnson served as president from 1981-1982. Frank

Cobb was president
f rom 1982-1985.
Mose Johnson served
a second t e r m from
1985-1989. Pricil la
Johnson became sec‑
r e t a r y f rom 19)
un t i l present. Mari‑
l y n Stevens served
as corresponding sec‑
r e t a r y f rom 1993
unti l p r e s e n t . Leola
Stewart w a s elected
pres ident  in  1989
and s t i l l s e r v e s a s
president at tend ing

President - N A A C P- Leola W. Stewart

S ta te , Regional and National meetings to keep the local organiza‑
tion abreast. The popular N A A C P souvenir booklet sponsored
annually by local businesses attests to the efforts of Archie F.
S t e w a r t , who became Field Coordinator and second Vice President
in 1989.

The purpose of the Jackson C o u n t y Branch is the same as the
State, District and National. The local Chapter has been and still
is involved in the struggle for freedom, justice, and equality for all
people. NA A C P was founded on prayer and faith in God. The
members believe that t rust ing in God will deliver the innocent
against the injustices in this world.

This organization is funded through annual membership fees
and donations. It is also supported by local Jackson County busi‑
nesses as well as the Annual Freedom Fund Banquet held in the
fall of each year.

This organization is the oldest, largest and s t r o n g e s t Civi l
Rights Organization in the United States. The principal objective
is to ensure political, educational, social and economical equality of
minor i ty citizens in the United States. Submitted b y :
S t e w a r t , ACP President ( J a c k s o n County B r a n c h ) , 217 Walnut
Street, Scottsboro, AL 35768.

Jackson County Hospital A n d
N u r s i n g Home A u x i l i a r y

The Jackson County Auxiliary was organized in 1955, the year
the Jackson County Hospital opened. In January of 1966, the
Jackson County Nursing Home opened and the Helping Hand was
organized for volunteer services there. In July of 1967, the t w o
organizations were combined to form the Jackson County Hospital
and Nursing Home Auxil iary.

The many functions of the volunteer Auxiliary members a r e
directed primarily toward providing comfort and satisfaction to the
patients in both the Hospital and the Nursing Home.

Some other member services are: staffing the information desk

in the Hospital lobby (par t - t i
mail to patients, operating the
the Lifeline sys tem throughout

The Auxil iary purchased ite
and visitors: a large screen TV
Home; rocking chai r (s ) for the
pediatrics and nursery; wheele!
i t o r s ; furniture for the lobby
and wait ing rooms. A scholarst
nursing student, and funds he
Emergency Medical Service an

On occasion, unique situatic
families staying with the patie
are made available to cover urs

The Lifeline program was in
uary of 1985 and made availa
emergency call- in service fr
method of summoning help in ;

Funds to supportAuxiliary
of sources: bake sales, jewelry
vending machines in the Snac!
Lifeline rentals and donations.
Source: Organization records

The Jackson Co
Alabama Dem«

The Jackson County Voter
1965 to promote vo te r registz
population of Jackson County.
caucus in Jackson County an
W.L. Mayes was the Leagues
Missionary Baptist Church ,
meeting place.

The JCVL is one of the fe
that publicly endorses candid:
sions of the by-laws and cc
endorse, co-endorse or n o t en
endorsed he or she m u s t come
up of members of JCVL. Eact
the panel and then they are
only candidate that c a n n o t t
does n o t come before the bod:
c a n ticket.

Although o u r primary pury
screen and endorse cand i
informed of political, social a
done many other things to he
the League purchased a scho
north end of town to the vario

Over the past five years '
scholarships to college bour
scholarships is our way of gis
ties and saying thank you for

Other major purposes of J
registration drives in Jacks
political un i t in Jackson Cou
public office, and also whites
blacks and poor people; 4) to
officials; 5) to advocate and|
Party.

Past chairmans of JCVL
Tyrone Battles, James Tollive

Current Jackson County V
Howard H i l l ; Vice Chairma
Abernathy; Assistant Secre
James Stevens; Treasu re r, M
Anne H i l l ; Senior Citizens 4
Howard H i l l , Chairman, Jacks

Pr ice Cem:
The Price Cemetery is l

Church in the Fackler area
te r y Association was formec
profit organization, a l l don
formation of this Associatior
tain perpetual care for the Pr
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Caldwell gave $1,000 for landscaping, and the new library was
opened May 26, 1964 at 1002 South Broad. Miss Daisy Caldwell,
in 1970, gave money for the addition of t w o rooms to the front of

the library.
M B lanks

retired in Janua ry,
1977 and Peggy
M c C u t c h e n , who i s
cu r ren t l y head
l i b r a r i a n w a s
appointed.

Add i t i ona l  g i f t s
f r o m the Caldwel l
family, Bob Jones, in
m e m o r y o f h i s wife
C h r i s t i n e , and a n
Endowment F u n d
helps keep the

library operational. Additional funds are supplied by the Friends
of the Library, which w a s established in 1989. Other c u r r e n t staff
members are Marie Garre t t , Nancy Selvage, Delores Shelton and
Susie Schachte. Submitted by: Committee
Sources: Peggy McCutchen, Librarian

Scottsboro Rotary C lub
The Scottsboro Rotary Club was formed on May 23, 1958 and

sponsored by the Fort Payne Rotary Club. The first officers were:
Alvin Butler - President, Bil l Woodall - Vice President and Robert
Haas - Secretary-Treasurer. The charter members were : Alvin
Bu t l e r, Hamlin Caldwell, J r. , Loy Campbell, David Cargile, Brooks

Scottsboro Public Library

D e r r i c k , A u t r e y
Gardner, John
Gross, Robert Haas,
Jewell H a l l , Hoy t
H a r b i n , S r . , F red
Himburg, Durwood
Hodges, Guy Hol l i s ,
J.C. Jacobs, I I , Law‑
t o n K e n n a m e r ,
Eugene M c C a m e y,
Fred S a n d e r s , Mi l ‑
ford S m i t h , John
S n o d g r a s s ,  J a c kStiefel, Grady
T h o m a s , _ Robert
T h o m a s , J r . , B i l l

B i l l Woodall handing over presidency to Woodall and William
Julius Beard - Rotary Club, 1959 Yates.

The goal of the
Rotary Club is to“ e n c o u r a g e and foster the advancement of inter‑
national understanding, good will and peace through a world fel‑
lowship of business and professional men united in the idea of
service.” Present projects include giving scholarships to high
school seniors, working on adult literacy programs, working to pro‑
vide immunizations for the young children of Jackson County with
the Polio-Plus program, the DEAR program (“Drop Everything
And Read”) which members read to students in the local elemen‑
t a r y schools and provide a free book to each studen t , along with
other areas of service.

The present officers are: Ron Jones-President, Keith Devers‑
Vice President, V.H. Red ecretary and Bill Gibson-Treasurer.
The group meets Wednes at noon at Western Sizzlin. Submit‑
ted b y : Committee
Sources: “Seven Paths to Peace”, Bill Woodall, Keith Devers and Bi l l
Gibson

Scottsboro Woman’s League
The Scottsboro Woman’s League was organized in November of

1967. The by-laws state that the club shall be for the purpose of
mutual benefit and promotion of common interests in the a r t s ,
education, good gove rnmen t , international a f fa i r s , moral and spiri‑
tual va lues , philanthropy, and community welfare. The charter
members were Betty Bowman, Dee Buck, Pat Cobb, Alice Co l l i n s ,
Peggy Courtney, Martha Foster, Martha Gay, Jane Graham, Joan
Harb in , Kay Johnson, Janice Jones, Margaret K a r r h , Jean Ken‑
n a m e r , Joyce K e n n a m e r, Ellen King, Charline L a r s e n , Mar i l yn
M c G r i f f , Jeanne Moody, Helen Phillips, Judy Proctor, Koochie

60

Quinlivan, Lou A n n Weatherly, Bonnie Weeks,Dean Woodal l ,
Elizabeth Wo r d , Mildred Ann Word, and Mary Zeigler. Early pro‑
jects were to bring plays to the schools of Scottsboro, donate books
to the library. and make donations to various charities. In 1969 an
annual t rad i t ion of “Apple Annie” was begun. The members
donned blue aprons and red stockings and sold apples to benefit
mental health. The first year a total of $800 was made. In 1996,
$3000. A scholarship fund was established for a Scottsboro High
gir l who exemplified our creed. The year 1981 marked the begin‑
ning of “Apple Annie’s A t t i c , ” a dinner with a silent and live auc ‑
tion. This is held every four years. Al l monies are given back to
community charities. To keep an active club, charter members and
others formed the Sustainers group in 1994. Both the Scottsboro
Woman’s League ( 3 0 m e m b e r s ) and the Sustainers ( 2 0 m e m b e r s )
are active in 1997.
Sources: Submitted by: Joyce M. Kennamer

Scottsboro Music Study C lub
Scottsboro Music Study Club was founded October 8, 1946 with

Grace Wales as the first president. Other charter members includ‑
ed Fern Hodges, Syd Telford, Eloise Bridges, Louisa Boyd, Vivian
Presley, Matilda Campbell, Blanche Robinson and Jessie Kent.

Others who have served as president a re : Mrs. J im Presley
(Vivian), 1948-50; Mrs. Frank Hodges (Fern ) , 1950-52 and 1953‑

. Gaston Kent (Jessie), 1952- ; Mrs. Alvis Wales (Grace),
1954-56; Mrs. Austin Sharp (Mar i e ) , 1956: Mrs. Nixon Powell
(Gaynell), 1957-60; Mrs. Joe Cromeans (Mary A n n ) , 1960-62; Mrs.
Frank Grigg (Irene), 1962-66; Mrs. Cecil Hodges (Margaret), 1966‑
6 8 ; Mrs. Steve Courtney (Peggy), 1968-70; Dr.Janice Jones, 1970‑

Mrs. Norman Grede (Ar lene) , 1972-74; Jane Hodges, 1974-77
and 1989-92; Charlene Larson, 1977. rs. Joe Foster (Peggy),
1979-81; Mrs. Edward Richards (Virginia) 1981-83; Mrs. Clinton
Bennett ( L i z ) , 1983-85; Mrs. Norman Brunton (Jerry), 1985-87;
Mrs. Jerome Raispis ( J o a n ) , 1987-89 and 1995-97; Mrs. Glenn
Warren (Joann ) , 1991-93; Mrs. Walter Whit t le ( K i m ) , 1993-95;
Mrs. Phillip Smith (L isa) , 1997-99.

One of these, Charlene Larson, served as Alabama Federation of
Music Clubs ( A F M C ) President, 1985-87, and National Federation
of Music Clubs ( N F M C ) Dixie District Coordinator, 1989-91.

The m o t t o of the club is “let us realize that as we give we grow,
and that as we withhold we die!”

The club immediately affiliated with NFMC and AFMC.
For many years, SMSC sponsored students to study at the Uni‑

versity of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Summer Music Camp. Several of
these recipients have gone on to successful careers in m u s i c .

The organization donated a piano to the choral music program
at Scottsboro High School in the early 1950s.

SMSC sponsored annual community concerts and hymn
festivals.

The organization continues to promote projects of NFMC includ‑
ing Parade of American Music in February, National Music Week
the first full week of May and support of American music and
musicians by presenting students and artists in recitals and con‑
cer ts and hosting meet-the-artist receptions. Submitted by: Char‑
lene Larson

Skyline Boys Set State Basketball Record:
November 19, 1991

Most Poin ts Scored In A Single Game
Skyline - The Skyline Vikings varsity boys basketball t e a m

broke the all-time Alabama high school scoring record Tuesday
night in defeating the Paint Rock Valley Pirates, 153-57.

Until last night, the m o s t points scored in an Alabama High
school basketball game was back in 1965 when Union Springs
defeated Highland Home 140-57, according to Alan Mitchel l , Pub‑
licity director for the Alabama High school Athletic association.

In addition to the all-time scoring record, the Vikings probably
set records for the most field goals, m o s t points in a quar ter, and
m o s t points in a hal f , said well known e x p e r t on Alabama high
school spor ts Ron Ingramoft h e Birmingham News.

Coach Harold West for the Skyline Vikings said, “ w e do t r y to
push the ball up the floor, and sometimes it goes in and sometimes
it doesn’t,” after learning his team had broken the Alabama High
School record.

Skyline Vikings plagued Paint Rock Valley with their r u n and
g u n style offensive attack as they cruised on to a 153-57 victory.

The Vikings were led in scoringb
who both boomed in 21 points, wi
19. Cory Bellomy and Steven L a w
h i t for 15, Ben Hancock made 13
Lockard chipped in 12 each. Cha
with 20 points. Submitted by: Erin
Sources: Taken in p a r t from Novem
by Jeff Hanson-staffwriter

The Three Ar ts C lub O!
The Three Arts Club of Scotts

1951. Through the years, the Clul
including bake sales, candy sale
parties, recipe books and fashion
enue to the Club which funded ma

One of the Club's first projects ¥
tation of the Scottsboro High S
required number of books.

In 1972, The Club organized =
each Sunday before Labor Day m
day’s A r t Sunday show has grow:
and craftsmen from several s ta te
made it possible for the Club to «
fied seniors and to sponsor a s t z
University of the S o u t h , Sewanee.

In 1989, the Club gave a contri
a t e r building at Northeast State€
In 1997, the Club made i t s Lerg
establish the Three Arts Club/Ses
Foundation.

The Club is a memberof the |
Clubs and the General Federatias

The membership of 20 membes
Mary Kate Barclayand Margaret
are Joy Ai rhear t , Stina Bankste
Johnnie Coleman, Mary Cox, Ja
Becky Kellenberger, Helen K e r
Gay Nell Powell, Faye Sanders,
t o n , Grace Wales and I m o g e n eW e

MOTTO: Te Be

VE
Veterans Of Foreig

Scottsbore
P O B

S c o t t s b o r o ,A
VFW Post supplies h o s p i t a l§

crutches as long as they are avai
whether they are v e t e r a n s o r
returned when they are no longes

Purchase Christmas baskets!
v e t e r a n s , o r any membero f a v e t

Give t w o scholarships for the 2
school student and one coun t y sd
college in the s ta te of Alabama.

Provide flags for fire departme
Provide assistance to disabled
Widows of veterans belonging

he passes away.
Have a program on the cour t

and have a parade to honor thes
cially those who gave their Hives
each day.

Guarantee any member of Po:
ever need one.

Provide dinners and breakfast
bers and their wives.

Provide buildings and groun
County safety programs.

Provide building and grounds
Provide field for baseball t e a m
Provide building and ground

functions and participate with t
disposal ceremony each fall.

Take all nursing home and :
eech year and feed them and the
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Payne. It continued a few years, being supplied through Woodville.
Payne w a s discontinued when Woodville Rural Route One w a s
established in 1916.

There was another Star mai l rou te from Woodville to Nat on
Cumberland Mountain. For a while this r o u t e was extended far‑
ther up the mountain to Culver Post Office. When Woodville Rural
Route Two w a s established, Na t Post Office and the Star route
were both discontinued. Rural Route Three w a s established in
March 1994, due to the growth in the Woodville delivery area.

Since the Post Office was established, there have been t w o Act‑
ing Postmasters, three Officer-in-Charge, and 38 appointed Post‑
masters. Karen V. Watson is the present Postmaster.

On May 1, 1965, the Woodville Post Office moved to its present
location, 30056 Alabama Highway 35. Submitted by: Karen V. Wat‑
son, Postmaster
Sources: U.S. Postal Records and local records

Woodville Publ ic L i b r a r y
The Woodville Public Library was established as a branch of the

Scottsboro Library by a resolution adopted by Mayor Laddie
Hodges and the t o w n council on October 2, 1984. Jimmy Butler
was the council's representative to work wi th the library board,
and Peggy McCutchen from the Scottsboro Library served as con‑

sultant.
The l i b r a r y w a s

housed in the Bob
Jones Community
Center w i t h Be th
Hil l iard as the first
l i b r a r i a n .  T h e
L i b r a r y Board o f
Advisors were Chair‑
m a n Virginia Skel‑
t o n , Secretary‑
Treasurer A l ice
Ruth Page, and
members Faye Cook,
Nancy He lms , and

Carol Hodges. Other board members succeeding these have includ‑
ed Glenn Hodges, Vernon Frost, J immy Butler, Harriet McKay,
Kat ie Precise, Debbie Manning, Gai l Gifford, Frances Jensen,
Cecile H i l l , and Barbara Sheets.

In 1989, the library was moved across the street to the presen t
city ha l l building. Librar ians there have been Judy Page and
Karen Chambers. Assistants have been Montel l Hodges, Nel l
McGaha, Elizabeth Eversole, and Tara Smith.

An active Friends of the Library has provided funding and many
improvements for the library. Also, numerous grants have been
received from state Senator Lowell Barron, Representative Albert
Hal l , and the Alabama Public Library Service.

The Woodville Library presently consists of approximately
10,000 volumes, Internet services, a heritage room for genealogy
research, a book sale r o o m , a children’s section, and a reading
room. Submitted by: Faye Cook, 100 Cobb Street, Woodville, AL 35776
Source: Library Board of Advisors

History Of The Woodville Volunteer
F i re Department

The Woodville Volunteer Fire Department began on June 2nd,
1958, at a meeting in Walter Kennamer’s store building. The town
Council bought the first truck with the a g r e e m e n t that the fire
department would operate and maintain i t . The chassis for this
truck was purchased from Harbin Motors. The pump, tank, and
other equipment was bought through Harry Harralson, of Birm‑
ingham; and the truck was outfitted in Iowa.

The original officers were Chief Gordon Thomas; Assistant B.W.
Kennamer; Captain Edgar Cline; Lieutenants D.W. Kennamer and
O.R. Kennamer. Membersof the department were as follows: K.R.
Hodges, Bent ley H i l l , Loyd B u t l e r , W.E. Kennamer, Clyde
Thomas, Johnny Kennamer, D.L. Kennamer, B i l l y Rains , B i l l
Keel, L. Wallace, Bob McCormack, H.R. Page, David But le r, A.B.
Page, Waymon Page, B.J. Chandler, Hugh F r a z i e r, and B.E.
“Chick” Warren.

In 1959 the Ruritan Club in Woodville disbanded and gave their
funds and building to the fire department. A board of trustees was
named to enforce, govern, and control usage of the building. The
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trustees appointed were K.W. Hodges, Gordon Thomas, Bentley
Hil l , Billy Rains, and Rex Page. Board of Trustees were renewed
annually unt i l 1976 when the policy was changed to appoint six
men to serve a t e r m of five years. In 1976 those appointed were
K.W. Hodges, Rex Page, James B u t l e r, Bentley H i l l , Wayne
Thomas, and Steve Helms.

Dur ing the firs t decade of the fire department, citizens of
Woodville and the surrounding area donated material, money, and
time to const ruc t the present building. ( T h e t o w n council also m e t
in this building unt i l 1 9 8 9 . ) The 1958 fire truck w a s filled with
w a t e r drawn from Cobb Creek. A storage tank w a s later placed
behind the department to refill the truck. At first, phone calls were
used to sounda fire alarm. John O’Neal of Paint Rock gave
Woodville a t o w e r for the alarm system. This tower was moved to
Woodville in a pickup truck belonging to W.K. (Kimbrough) Ken‑
n a m e r. The first three switches to sound this alarm system were
located at the homes of David Kennamer, O. R. Kennamer, and
Kenneth Roy Hodges.

One former fireman reported that “they always saved the wells
and the rock chimneys. Later they began to save the butane gas
tanks.” But actually the fire department helped save many homes in
Paint Rock, Gurley, Princeton, Aspel, Woodville, and the surround‑
i ng areas. Some fires to which the department responded were the
Princeton Store in Paint Rock Valley, the home of Carl Wells on Gnat
Mountain, and the Butler Thomas home in Woodville. At the Thomas
fire the water froze on the road and walls as it was sprayed. Donald
“Wimp” Kennamer rode in the back of the truck to a fire in Paint
Rock and had ice in his hair when they arrived. It was after the fire
at the home of Bobby Stewart in Aspel that the firemen decided to
p u t a heater in the fire truck.

Other early recollections of the fire department include: “We
hada first aid course taught by W.R. Henshaw,” and “Firemen
were fined a dime a meeting for the purchase of hamburgers which
were cooked on an electric gril l donated by J.A. ‘Duck’ Allison.”

In 1964 fire hydrants were p u t in when city water became avail‑
able. Billy Holcomb, who later served as fire chief, helped to get the
department certified as a sta te volunteer fire department on August
20th, 1982. The first pagers and radios for firemen were bought in
1984. On August 26th, 1985, the fire department was incorporated.
The first officers after incorporation were: ChiefDennie Hicks, Assis‑

t a n t John Meeks,
Capta in Charles
Col l ins , F i r s t Lieu‑
tenant Billy Holcomb,
Second Lieutenant
Steve Helms. J.C.
Col l ins gave the
department a 1500
gallon t a n k , which
was mounted on a
flat bed truck from
the Forestry Depart‑
m e n t t o make a
tanker. The Forestry
Department also
donated a service

truck, a 1965 Ford, which was used for an EMT truck.
In 1991 the ’58 fire truck was rebuilt and placed in Limrock

where it was used to s ta r t Woodville Station Two. Also at that
t ime Evelyn “Eb” Kennamer and Arelene Weaver spent many
hours working on fund raising to benefit the fire departments. In
1993, Station Two was turned over to the Limrock/Aspel Volunteer
Fire Department.

In July 1987 David Damron was killed in a traffic accident
while answeringa fire alarm. James Stawicki’s badge (5403) was
retired in 1995 after his death in a non-fire related accident.

Today, Woodville’s newest fire t ruck , a 1965 Mack, was pur‑
chased in 1991. The ’58 fire truck is sti l l in service in Woodville. In
addition to the fire hall the department also has use of the electric
coop bui lding which houses the brush and service trucks and
serves as a repair/service faci l i ty. Woodville Volunteer F i re
Department personnel consist of the following: Chief Steve Helms,
Assistant Kenneth Yarbrough, Treasurer and Lieutenant Adam
K e n n a m e r, Fire Captain and EMT Eddie S m i t h , Lieutenant
ShaneWallace, Secretary /EMT Mike M c K a n n a n , EMT
Captain/Fire Fighter Steve Reed, EMT/Fire Fighter Ed Matthias,
Fire Fighters Paul H i l l i a rd , Chris Helms, Danny Corbet, Josh
Hastings, and Avery Long. Submitted by: Steve Helms, Fire Chief

James a n d Ar
James Rufus Adams, 1862

Mar t in Adams and Mary
Rufus was married in Decex
1865-1940, the oldest child of
Mary Jean. The family resis
County and many are buried i

James and Anna had eleve
Hardy, Savannah L., Susie,
Alma and Otis. One died as an

Martin Pul lem, 1884-1961,
g a r, 1884-1966. Both are bur t
in Jackson County before m o v i
their later yea rs they returned
Wesley Chester was Mart in :
grandchild of James and A n n
1950. Their second son Leste
children, Elda Ann Owens, Ji
Debbie Blair. Their first dang’
had one child, Sandra Pierce
and had three daughters, Ms
Jones. Floyd Harvey, 1925-19
and Molly. He married Fram
Richard, Gai l Alfano, G i n g e r‑
and Terry.

James and Anna’s second
marr ied Eunice Cook, 1906
Ronald, Ellen, B i l l , Edward
County near his p a r e n t s . J a z
and had t w o s o n s , Kevin and
and had three daughters, Rez
Toni Annie LaRiviere. Ellen
third child of Hardy and Eus
who married Sybil Wootten. Ti
Rhonda Arnold and Michael. 4
Eunice, marr ied Bradley Az
Danny and David. E d w a r d ,1
Headrick and had one child, Je

James and Anna’s third chi l
daughter, remained single az
years.

Susie w a s born in 1891and.
Bertha, 1893-1981, the fifth

George Cox. He was a carpex
early years of marriage they i
Florida where they reared they

The sixth child Martha “Ma
Justice Clark, 1890-1952, and.
Both are buried in Pisgah Cem
Carl a rural mail carrier. T h i
Judson, Bonnie Lou, Bentley, ¢
1917-1995, married William
sons, William Larry, 1938-19
Carl Judson Clark , the oldes
Devird Horton and had three
Carla Annette Grisham, Carl I
ber t w o was Bonnie Lou and si
three c h i l d r e n , Cheryl Rene
Bernard. The second s o n , Wi
Gross, 1924-1997. They lived
their three daughters, Mar th
Eloise Davis, Phyllis Jean Cl:
Smith and they reared their th
continue to live. Their childre:
and Matthew Richard Smit!
daughter of Mattie and Carl
married Jack Edward Hinds ;
Thomas Car l , Kenneth Neal Hi

Tommie, the last living chile
100th birthday on March 15, 1!
Florida. Tommie married Wi l l
1919 after he returned from ¥
in 1920 to farm strawberries
they returned to Alabama for


